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BREAKING NEWS! 

A Publication of Moses Montefiore Temple, Bloomington, IL   

October 2012/Tishrei-Cheshvan 5773 

MMT bulletin MMT bulletin MMT bulletin 
  

 

MORE ABOUT HILARY 
 

     Hilary Joy Bair is originally from 

Hope, Indiana, where she grew up as 

the oldest of four children.  A life- long 

musician, Hilary began her musical 

studies with the violin at age three and 

then switched to voice at age eleven. In 

2004 she received a bachelors in Vocal 

Performance, Cum Laude from the Uni-

versity of Evansville and in 2007 a 

Masters in Vocal Performance with an 

opera cognate (minor)  from the Jacobs 

School of Music at Indiana University-

one of the nation’s top voice programs.   

     Hilary was most recently employed 

by Fifth Third Bank in St. Louis, MO as 

an Executive Assistant for Retail, Mort-

gage and Business Banking.  In addition 

to her administrative duties, she also 

maintained a voice studio and an active 

vocal performance career.  

     Hilary has performed as a member of 

the St Louis Symphony Chorus, the 

Musical Director of the St Charles 

Christmas Traditions Festival, as well 

as numerous solo performances in col-

laboration with pianist (and boyfriend) 

Byron S. Brownstein.  Hilary has led 

Shabbat Services as a Cantorial Soloist 

in several congregations and local long-

term care facilities. In addition she has 

served as choir directory for the Temple 

Israel Intergenerational Choir and a 

member of the Adult Choir at United 

Hebrew Congregation both in St Louis. 

Most recently she facilitated a Family 

Shabbat Music Festival for B’nai Torah 

in St Charles, MO.  

     Some of Hilary’s hobbies include 

reading, needle pointing, gardening, 

cooking and spending time with her 

boyfriend, Byron. She has also recently 

taken up running and completed her 

first 5K in April.  

     After careful consideration, the 

MMT Board of Directors authorized 

Temple President Steve Bernstein to 

offer Hilary Bair, our High Holy Day 

Cantorial Soloist, a full time position at 

MMT.  Hilary will be wearing several 

hats.  She will serve as our Executive 

Director/Office Manager, as Program-

ming Assistant, and as our Cantorial 

Soloist.  Hilary will begin her new du-

ties in November, joining Rabbi Lynn 

on the bimah as our new Cantorial So-

loist on Friday, November 2 at 6:15 pm 

     Our High Holy Day services soared 

to a new level with Hilary as our Solo-

ist.  Her renditions of Kol Nidre and  

Avenu Malkaynu were unforgettable.  

Many congregants offered their opinion 

that she was the best Soloist MMT has 

had for the High Holy Days and asked 

if we could bring her back not only for 

next year’s High Holy Days, but for 

some special services throughout the 

year. 

     With the departure of our office 

secretary, Glenda, new opportunities 

opened.  Hilary has a solid background 

in office management, most recently 

serving as the Executive Assistant to 

three different bank executives simulta-

neously.  We were already embarked 

on a search for a new employee for the 

office.  There already existed an MMT 

long range plan developed several 

years ago that recommended a full time 

staff member who divided time be-

tween the office and programmatic 

needs.  A little bit of creativity led to 

the creation of this new position. 

     We have several congregants who 

are very musically talented, and have 

served as soloist and sung in our choir; 

adding so much to our services 

throughout the years.  They, and others 

who may be interested, will still be 

very involved in the musical program 

of the congregation.  Additionally, Hilary 

will be traveling to other congregations 

to learn what they are doing musically.  

During those Shabbatot (once a month), 

congregants will continue to serve as 

soloist.   

     We are thrilled to welcome Hilary to 

our congregation.  We look forward to 

her musical leadership, to the expansion 

of our musical program, and to getting to 

know Hilary! B’rucha Ha’ba’ah.  Wel-

come to MMT! 

 

A LETTER FROM HILARY  

TO THE CONGREGATION 
 

Dear Moses Montefiore Family, 

      It is with great excitement that I ac-

cept your offer of a full time position as 

Executive Director, Cantorial Soloist, 

and Program Assistant. Your temple is 

growing in so many wonderful ways and 

I am so thrilled to be able to be a part of 

the process.   

      When I had the honor of joining you 

for the High Holidays, I was so touched 

by the generous hearts and beautiful spir-

its you each exhibited. You all should be 

very proud of the loving and kind com-

munity you have created. As we move 

forward into the next chapter of our con-

gregation’s life, it will be important to 

continue to nurture that community.   

     I believe with G-d’s help all things are 

possible and our endeavors will be suc-

cessful. You have so much to offer each 

other as well as the Bloomington/ Nor-

mal community and I am so proud I will 

be able to be a part of the process. 

      I look forward to many exciting and 

challenging experiences with all of 

you.  Please know you may call upon me 

at any time. 

  Yours most humbly, 

   Hilary 
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Rabbinic Reflections 
by Rabbi Lynn Goldstein 

 In a wonderful Midrash, the 

Rabbis taught:  “In the time of Rabbi 

Akiva, the evil Roman Emperor Hadrian 

banned all the practices of Judaism.  

Anyone who dared to teach Torah would 

be cruelly murdered.  Rabbi Akiva 

continued to teach Torah, and his friend 

Papus questioned him on his wisdom.  

 Akiva answered with a parable:  

One day a fox was walking on a river 

bank and saw  fish darting about in fear.  

He said to them:  Why are you fleeing?  

They answered:  Don’t you see the 

fishermen upstream with their nets?  

Soon they will be here! 

 The fox said to the fish:  Come 

up here on dry land and I will protect 

you.  We will live, you and I, as did the 

generations of my ancestors with your 

ancestors.   

 The fish answered:  You are the 

animal which is supposed to be the 

wisest of all the animals.  If we are in 

danger in the water which is our home, 

how much more dangerous would it be to 

leave our home and go live with a fox?   

 Rabbi Akiva continued:  If we 

are in danger when we study Torah 

which is our home, our very being, how 

much greater would be the danger if we 

ceased to study.”   Study of Torah, of our 

tradition and our faith are central to our 

identity as Jews.  Without study and 

continual learning and growth, we are in 

danger of losing ourselves. 

 In our complicated world, we 

are searching for eternal truths, for value 

and meaning.  We want to understand the 

purpose of life—why we are here, why 

we are Jewish, and how we can make a 

difference.  So we look to thousands of 

years of Jewish wisdom—to our texts 

and our tradition—and Jewish living, to 

learn from those who came before us. 

 As Reform Jews, we are 

returning to our roots, exploring our 

tradition, and searching for answers.  

Serious Jewish education has become a 

top priority of our movement.  We are 

rewriting, revamping, intensifying, im-

proving, and creating both formal and 

informal educational opportunities.  Reli-

gious Schools, Day Schools, Preschools, 

day camps, overnight camps, youth 

groups, and teen Israel experiences are 

only part of the equation.  Intensive 

opportunities for serious and ongoing 

adult study are also being created 

nationwide.  We have learned that Jewish 

is not just something we are born.  It is 

something we choose and something we 

create each and every day of our lives.  

And to do that, we need to engage in a 

lifetime of Jewish learning. 

 MMT’s Religious School is a 

truly wonderful one.  Stop by on a Sun-

day morning and see for yourself the 

excitement, learning, creativity, and en-

ergy happening every week.  We can’t 

thank Gigi Ehrlich, our dedicated Reli-

gious School Principal, and our wonder-

ful teachers and aides enough.  Our 

teachers are:  Sara McCoskey, Donna 

Lebow, Elizabeth Schossler, Tami Mar-

tin, Alan Novick, Joe Ehrlich, Naomi 

Wilansky.  And of course,  our terrific 

teen aids bring a special enthusiasm and 

a great deal of personal attention into the 

school.  Our younger students look up to 

Aaron Lebow, Tommy Lebow, Benjamin 

Neilson, Hannah Leichty, Marissa Hunt, 

Becky Koshner, Hallie Martin Chadwick, 

Eden Bernstein, and Rachel Marx.  Seri-

ous learning starts young at MMT. 

 But although our education 

starts with Religious School.  It does not 

end there.  As adults, we have a college 

education, perhaps a masters degree, a 

PhD or professional degree, and even 

post doc work in secular subjects.  And 

we know how important that education 

is.  We worked hard for many years to 

gain knowledge and wisdom in these 

fields. 

 How meaningful can our Jewish 

education possibly be if, as well-

educated adults, we have a 13 or even 16 

year old’s education in Jewish subjects? 

When we compare that to our secular 

education we know that we need to make 

a change.  In our search for meaning and 

purpose, we have to delve deeper.   We 

have to approach Jewish learning seri-

ously, and with the intention of working 

hard and not only gaining competence, 

but growing in wisdom and understand-

ing. 

 When I interviewed here just 

last spring, you made it very clear to me 

that you were hungry to learn: that you 

wanted  high quality, intensive Jewish 

learning opportunities.  You said Jewish 

learning is a very high priority at MMT.  

And a huge number of you showed up 

for the teaching session I offered during 

the interview. 

 With that in mind, we are in the 

midst of creating a program designed to 

meet your expressed needs.  We meet 

every Saturday for Torah study (and a 

nosh!).  Beginning November 7th at 7:00 

pm, I am offering a 20 week intensive 

Intro to Judaism class.  In January, MMT 

is offering a one day learn to read He-

brew Marathon.   

 In January, we are beginning a 

very special endeavor through which our 

members will be teaching classes at 

MMT based on the intersection of Juda-

ism and their fields of expertise.  Dr. 

David Rubin will start us off.    

     Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees, 

is a holiday which celebrates our rela-

tionship to trees and to the environment.  

Dr. Rubin will teach a 3 session course 

entitled:  Endocrine Interrupters.  This 

class will educate us about the effect on 

human beings of certain chemicals in our 

local environment and what we can do 

about it.   

      Stay tuned!  We have many experts 

in all kinds of subjects in our congrega-

tion.  Beginning next spring, look for 

classes at MMT—related to Judaism of 

course—that are offered by congregants 

with particular expertise in those sub-

jects. 

 Your suggestions and ideas for 

the development of a lifetime of Jewish 

learning at MMT are always welcome!  

Please feel free to drop in, call, or email 

me and discuss any ideas you may have. 

 I look forward to studying and 

learning with you! 
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With great joy 

Rabbi Lynn Goldstein 

and 

Jack Dougherty 

request the honor of your presence 

at our wedding 

 

Saturday the twenty fourth of November 

Two thousand and twelve 

at half after six in the evening 

 

Hors d'oeuvres and desserts to follow 

  

Moses Montefiore Temple 

102 Robinhood Lane 

Bloomington, IL 

 

No gifts please. 

The honor of your company is gift enough.   

You are cordially invited 
 

“First Friday”  
Celebration  

 

Friday, Nov. 2, 2012 
 

In honor of our  
New Members! 

 
Paul Blumberg  
  & Diane Bjorklund 
 

Leah Cohen 
    & Sammy Marks 
 

Marc Kaplan 
 

Jeff Loeb 
 

Sarah McCoskey 
 

Victoria Pike 
 

Marjorie Redmon 
 

Marjorie Rosenbloom 
 

David Silver 
 

Arthur & Olga Solomon 
 
 

    5:45 Shabbat Nosh 
 

6:15  Shabbat Services 
 

7:15 Shabbat Dinner* 
 
 

Please RSVP to Temple by Oct. 
30th.  We will provide chicken 
for a main course.  Please 
bring a side dish with no 
dairy or milk in it. 

http://www.michaelnoyes.com/images/products/product_13_copyright.png
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We Believe in a Lifetime of Jewish Learning. 
We are never too old,  

or too busy, or too wise  
to continue learning. 

 
Join us on Shabbat Mornings at 11:00 a.m. for  

Torah Study with Rabbi Lynn 
 

Join us Wednesday evenings, 7:00—9:00 p.m. beginning   
November 7th for Introduction to Judaism 

Taught by Rabbi Lynn 
 

SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US:  Sunday, January 20th, from noon to 7 p.m. 
One Day Learn-to-Read-Hebrew Marathon 

 
CHECK BACK NEXT MONTH FOR MORE DETAILS: 

Endocrine Interrupters.  How are chemicals in our local water affecting us 
and what can we do about it?  Taught by Dr. David Rubin 

 

WE’VE GOT NEWS 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Social Action Webinar 
Join us as we discuss the Reform Movement’s  

upcoming legislative priorities for the 113th Congress,  

learn about congregational "Dos and Don’ts"  

in election year politics,  

and hear about key staff changes/promotions at the RAC! 

 

Wednesday, October 17 

8:00 PM EDT 

 
Contact the Religious Action Center at (202) 387-2800 for 

more information or to register. 

 
 

November 4 

Brunch 

The program committee is delighted to host its first 

brunch of the year. With our own Rabbi Lynn Gold-

stein, speaking on her personal perspectives and  expe-

riences  with Ethiopian Jews in both Ethiopia & Israel.   

 

Entitled Abandon Me Not:  The Jews of Ethiopia, the 

brunch will begin at 10:00 with the presentation at 

10:45.  Cost is $5.00 per person. RSVP to the Temple 

office by noon on Friday, November 2nd.   

 

Rabbi Goldstein has spoken at hundreds of congrega-

tions, organizations, schools, and universities through-

out the country.  She has been a member of the Nation-

al Advisory Board of the North American Conference 

on Ethiopian Jews for 25 years.  Her educational pho-
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I was searching for a topic for this months bulletin. Something about Sukkot or current affairs in Israel or the upcoming election or 

food fair???? But then I ran across this piece about Yiddish words commonly used in our everyday life. So I thought it would fun to 

take a look at these. 

 

For a language originally spoken only by Eastern European Jews, Yiddish has certainly found its way into common English. Most 

Yiddish words comes from German, as well as Hebrew and the Slavic languages, but they’ve entered the popular English language 

through the entertainment industry and East Coast American society. and here are some of my favorites. 

 

baleboste A good homemaker, a woman who’s in charge of her home and will make sure you remember it. 

bissel Or bisl – a little bit. 

bubbe Or bobe. It means Grandmother, and bobeshi is the more affectionate form. Bubele is a similarly affectionate word, though 

it isn’t in Yiddish dictionaries. 

bupkes Not a word for polite company. Bubkes or bobkes may be related to the Polish word for “beans”, but it really means “goat 

droppings” or “horse droppings.” It’s often used by American Jews for “trivial, worthless, useless, a ridiculously small 

amount” – less than nothing, so to speak. “After all the work I did, I got bupkes!” 

chutzpah Or khutspe. Nerve, extreme arrogance, brazen presumption. In English, chutzpah often connotes courage or confidence, 

but among Yiddish speakers, it is not a compliment. 

feh! An expression of disgust or disapproval, representative of the sound of spitting. 

glitch Or glitsh. Literally “slip,” “skate,” or “nosedive,” which was the origin of the common American usage as “a minor prob-

lem or error.” 

gornisht More polite than bupkes, and also implies a strong sense of nothing; used in phrases such as “gornisht helfn” (beyond 

help). 

goy A non-Jew, a Gentile. As in Hebrew, one Gentile is a goy, many Gentiles are goyim, the non-Jewish world in general is “the 

goyim.” Goyish is the adjective form. Putting mayonnaise on a pastrami sandwich is goyish. Putting mayonnaise on a pas-

trami sandwich on white bread is even more goyish. 

kibbitz In Yiddish, it’s spelled kibets, and it’s related to the Hebrew “kibbutz” or “collective.” But it can also mean verbal joking, 

which after all is a collective activity. It didn’t originally mean giving unwanted advice about someone else’s game – 

that’s an American innovation. 

klutz Or better yet, klots. Literally means “a block of wood,” so it’s often used for a dense, clumsy or awkward person. See schle-

miel. 

kosher Something that’s acceptable to Orthodox Jews, especially food. Other Jews may also “eat kosher” on some level but are 

not required to. Food that Orthodox Jews don’t eat – pork, shellfish, etc. – is called traif. An observant Jew might add, 

“Both pork and shellfish are doubtlessly very tasty. I simply am restricted from eating it.” In English, when you hear 

something that seems suspicious or shady, you might say, “That doesn’t sound kosher.” 

kvetsh In popular English, kvetch means “complain, whine or fret,” but in Yiddish, kvetsh literally means “to press or squeeze,” 

like a wrong-sized shoe. Reminds you of certain chronic complainers, doesn’t it? But it’s also used on Yiddish web pages 

for “click” (Click Here). 

maven Pronounced meyven. An expert, often used sarcastically. 

Mazel Tov Or mazltof. Literally “good luck,” (well, literally, “good constellation”) but it’s a congratulation for what just hap-

pened, not a hopeful wish for what might happen in the future. When someone gets married or has a child or graduates 

from college, this is what you say to them. It can also be used sarcastically to mean “it’s about time,” as in “It’s about time 

you finished school and stopped sponging off your parents.” 

mentsh An honorable, decent person, an authentic person, a person who helps you when you need help. Can be a man, woman or 

child. 

mishegas Insanity or craziness. A meshugener is a crazy man. If you want to insult someone, you can ask them, ”Does it hurt to 

be crazy?” 

mishpocheh Or mishpokhe or mishpucha. It means “family,” as in “Relax, you’re mishpocheh. I’ll sell it to you at wholesale.” 

nosh Or nash. To nibble; a light snack, but you won’t be light if you don’t stop noshing. Can also describe plagarism, though not 

always in a bad sense; you know, picking up little pieces for yourself. 

nu A general word that calls for a reply. It can mean, “So?” “Huh?” “Well?” “What’s up?” or “Hello?” 

 

Continued on Page 10 

Thoughts from our President:  

Steve Bernstein 
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SUPPORT OUR SUPPORT OUR   

TEMPLE TEMPLE   

YOUTH GROUP!YOUTH GROUP!  

Purchase a Bergner’s Community Days coupon 

booklet for only $5.00 and receive $400 and more 

in exclusive coupon booklet offers! 

 
Each booklet contains: 

*One $10 off coupon 

*20% off shopping pass 

*30% off early bird coupon 

*Exclusive offers 

*Web-exclusive offers and coupon 

 
 

100% of the $5 coupon booklet price goes to MMTYG, 

our Temple Youth Group.  Help support our teens!   

 

Booklets can be purchased in the Temple Office, from any 

MMTYG member, or from the Rabbi. 
 

 

Bergner’s Community Days:   

Friday November 9th & Saturday, November 10.   
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Our MMT Family 

Yahrzeits 
 

We remember those 

who brought light to 

our lives. Their memo-

ries are a blessing.  
 

 

 

Shabbat, October 5, 2012 

Annabelle Day 

Carl Johanson 

Arlene R. Tick 

 

Shabbat, October 12, 2012 

Harriet Rosen Goldstein 

Betty Seitz 

Nancy Dougherty 

Alex A. Grossman 

Gertrude M. Stern 

Edward Bernstein 

Albert Iskowitz 

Joseph Price 

Geraldine Witt 

Herman A. Schnabel 

 

Shabbat, October 19, 2012 

Samuel Lutz 

Goldie Schneider Seltzer 

Gertrude Stern 

Maurice Bailen 

Zelona “Zee” Livingston 

Vera H. Tietz 

Toni Schuster 

Yvette Kessler 

Maurice Stern 

Dr. Norbert Schmeizer 

 

Shabbat, October 26, 2012 

Eli Buxbaum 

Regina Schwartz Goldberger 

Shulamit Knochen 

Jeffery Casdin 

Ida Bova-Novick 

Sarah Tick Kabacker 

Jack Morof 

Lucille Marcus 

Joseph Silver 

Fanny Warner 
 

Mazal Tov 
 

to  

Myra Gordon 

 
recently named Normal IL’s 

 

Citizen of the Year  
 

HELP US 

PLEASE 
 

If  you know someone who is 

ill or homebound and in need 

of a visit or a phone call from 

our Rabbi, please be sure to 

call  the office, or speak di-

rectly with Rabbi Goldstein to 

make sure we are aware of the 

situation  

Regarding  

Temple Keys 
 

 

The Board of Directors recently 

voted to change the locks  on the 

Temple doors for security reasons.  

New keys are only being distributed 

to a few people.  There is now a 

combination lock on the outside 

back door to the Social Hall.   If you 

feel you need the combination to the 

door, please contact Charlie Vogel, 

our House Chairperson. 

OCTOBER 

DATES 
 

Shabbat Services: 

 Every Friday: 

 5:45 Shabbat Nosh 

 6:15  Shabbat Services 

 

 Every Saturday 

 11:00  Torah Study 

 

 2nd and 4th Saturdays 

 9:30 Shabbat Services 

 

Meetings and Events: 

4 Transition Committee, 7:00  

7 Religious School Succot Picnic 

      Rabbi Lynn’s Open House 

 12:30—4:30 

      Simchat Torah Services  

           and Consecration 

 7:00 pm 

9     Membership Committee  

          6:30 

10 Sisterhood Exec Meeting 

          7:00 

14 High School/Youth Group 

          Workshop  12-4 

16 Board meeting  7:00 

          Discuss chapter 1 

17 Community Fund Women’s  

Exchange Panel on Domestic 

Violence  4:30 

23 Bulletin Deadline 

      Erev Food Fair 

24  FOOD FAIR 

27 Dinner 5:30 

      Fiddler on the Roof  BCPA 

30   Transition Committee 7:00 

 

 

FOOD FAIR DATES: 

8 Cabbage Rolls 

9 Blintzes 

14   Chicken Soup cook-in 

21 Bagging 

23 Bakery, Unload Truck 

24 Jewish Food Fair! 
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HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit 

or a phone call from our Rabbi, 

please be sure to call Virginia in 

the office, or speak directly with 

Rabbi Koshner to make sure we are 

aware of the situation  

 

Our MMT Family 

TEMPLE GENERAL FUND 

 

L Edward & Anna G. Wells 

 

Martin and Donna Nickels in appreci-

ation for the High Holy Day Services 

 

Michael and Ellen Lorber in honor of 

Beth Sender 

 

Alan and Beth Sender in memory of 

Steve Charton 

 

Alan and Beth Sender in honor of 

Myra Gordon 

 

Herm and Fran Brandau in memory 

of Elaine Herzog’s father. 

 

Alan and Beth Sender in memory of 

Elaine Herzog’s father. 

 

Alan and Beth Sender in honor of the 

birth of Steve and Evelyn Vogel’s 

granddaughter. 

 

Alan and Beth Sender in honor of the 

We Give Thanks.... 
 

We give thanks for the thoughtfulness of those who support the Temple by remembering and/or honoring 

 their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A leaf has been placed  

on the Tree of Life  

 

to honor  

Rabbi Paul Kaplan,  

his 13 years of service  

to MMT,  

and his new position  

as Rabbi Emeritus  

 

by the Temple’s 

 Board of Directors  

BULLETIN   

DEADLINE! 
 

 

To submit materials for next 

month’s Bulletin, please submit 

them to the office by the 23rd of 

each month.   Please email your 

submissions to:    

 

mmtemple@frontier.com   

 

Please note:  In order to publish 

the Bulletin in a timely manner,  

late submissions may not be able to 

be included in the Bulletin. 

birth of Herm and Fran’s granddaugh-

ter, Jessica Molly. 

 

GORDON CAMP FUND 

 

Michael and Ellen Lorber in honor of 

Myra Gordon 

 

 

MMTYG (MMT’s Youth Group) 

 

Rosemarie Sender in memory of 

Elaine Herzog’s father  

 

Rosemarie Sender in memory of Allen 

Lazar’s mother 

 

Rosemarie Sender in honor of the 

birth of Steve and Evelyn Vogel’s 

granddaughter 

 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

Elizabeth Schlosser in honor of her 

service dog, Daisy. 

 

“Whom the Holy One loves, The Holy One sends a  

golden opportunity for Tzedakah…” 
Zohar, The Book of Splendor 

     When the site of Masada was excavated by Professor Yigal Yadin, the excavators 

found scrolls, some grain, a synagogue, a mikvah, and even the bones of the slain lying 

exactly in their places for almost 1900 years.  Among the most significant finds were 

some jars of grain marked with the words:  “Priestly tithe,” and shards with the inscrip-

tion of the letter (tav) for “trumah,” which means contribution.  These astounding finds 

indicate that the inhabitants of Masada reserved a part of their very precious and dwin-

dling food supply for a contribution to the poor and the Temple.  In the face of certain 

death, they still set aside a portion of their grain for donations to the Jewish people. 

 

     The great philanthropist, Nathan Strauss, was once asked, “How rich are you?”  He 

answered, “When I add up my charity receipts, I shall be able to tell you how wealthy I 

am.”  The only real criterion of wealth is what we share with and give to others. 
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Happy  

Birthday! 
 

5      Jason Goldfarb 

5      Mike Herzog 

8   Dan Gordon 

8      Alan Sender 

8   Rachel Marx 

10   Gregory Callahan 

11  Brooke Macke 

15   Zachery Parton 

15     Erica Stevens 

18    Genevieve Moudy 

22  Charles Vogel 

23  Tami Martin 

23   Philip Stern 

25  Irving Epstein 

26  Olivia Davison 

26   Donna Lebow 

27  Heidi Reuter 

29  Aaron Gross 

29   Jacob Moravec 

30  Fred Hoyt 

30   Jon Backman 

30   Sheri Kinman 

 

 
 

Happy 

Anniversary! 
14  Mike and Elaine Herzog 

26    Jon and Eileen Backman 
  

Our MMT Family 

Save the Date 
 

November 9:      

A Community Fund Shabbat 

 

November 21; 

Guest speaker:  Chaim Shacham,          

Consul General of the State of Israel 

to Florida and Puerto Rico, and Sha-

ron Shattan’s son, will speak about 

the Middle East.  7:00 pm 

 

December 1 

Movie Night 

 

December 14: 

Rabbi Lynn’s Installation during 

Shabbat Services 

 

December 15: 

Chanukah Dinner.  MMTYG Lock in 

for religious school kids. 

 

December 24: 

Chinese Dinner and a movie 

 

December 25 

Serving dinner at Safe Harbor, noon 

Letter  

Received: 
 

From Clare House: 

 

Dear Friends,  

We are so grateful to you for your very 

generous donation in our time of need.  

Your gift is such a blessing to us and to 

the many families who come for help. 

Peace. 

Reminder: 

If you have an email address and are not 

yet on our email list, or if you change 

your email address, please let the office 

know!!!   Thank you. 

 

Todah Rabbah 

Many Thanks!  
 

George Gordon, chairman of Worship 

Committee, and to Joe Ehrlich, Linda 

Unterman Bill Bain, Alan Sender, Jon 

Davison and Aaron Lebow, for all their 

hard work organizing our High Holiday 

Services.   
 

Members of our High Holy Day Choir:  

George Gordon, Charlie Vogel, Jeff 

Loeb, Megan Goldfarb, Laurie 

Bergner, Hannah Leichty, Naomi 

Wilansky, Hannah Kate Loy, and Herm 

Brandau.   
 

Our Ba’alei Tekiah, our Shofar Blow-

ers:  Avery Martin Chadwick, Beth 

Sender, Cathie Marx, Ben Nielson, 

Becky Koshner.   
 

Hilary Bain,  Cantorial Soloist, for 

sharing her incredible talent and adding 

so much to our High Holy Days. 
 

Sisterhood for a lovely Break the Fast 
 

Judi Sevel, Beth Sender, and Fran 

Brandau for co-ordinating the wonder-

ful Rosh Hashannah Tea we all en-

joyed, and the many, many people who 

helped set up, clean up, and bake.   
 

Brooke and Jon Davison for coordinat-

ing, sponsoring, and hosting all of our 

October Shabbat Noshes and Onegs. 
 

Heidi Reuter, Meghan Goldfarb, and 

David Silver for volunteering to coordi-

nate activities and programs for mem-

bers in their 20s and 30s. 
 

Leah Cohen for volunteering to serve 

as our MMTYG advisor. 
 

Olga Solomon and Marc Kaplan for 

volunteering to oversee our website. 
 

June Bain and Jeff Loeb for agreeing to 

chair the new Caring Committee, and 

Judy Sevel for agreeing to coordinate 

training for the committee. 
 

Julie Loy, chairperson, Brooke Da-

vison, Meghan Goldfarb, Lisa Hunt, 

Donnelle Pressburger, Laurie Bergner 

for all their hard work on Membership 

MOSES MONTEFIORE  

CONGREGATION 
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monthly by Moses Montefiore Con-

gregation, 102 Robinhood Lane, 

Bloomington, IL  61701  

 

RABBI: Lynn Goldstein 

PRESIDENT:  Steve Bernstein 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Alan Novick 

FINANCIAL V. P. : Charlie Vogel 

SECRETARY:  Adena Meyers 

TREASURER:  Harry Stern 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  Linda Unterman, 

David Rubin, Jon Davison, Steve Friedberg, 

Cathie Marx, Elizabeth Sender, Donna     

Lebow 
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President’s Message, continued from p. 5 
 

oy vey Exclamation of dismay, grief, or exasperation. The phrase “oy vey iz mir” means “Oh, woe is me.” “Oy gevalt!” is like oy 

vey, but expresses fear, shock or amazement. When you realize you’re about to be hit by a car, this expression would be 

appropriate. 
plotz Or plats. Literally, to explode, as in aggravation. “Well, don’t plotz!” is similar to “Don’t have a stroke!” or “Don’t have a 

cow!” Also used in expressions such as, “Oy, am I tired; I just ran the four-minute mile. I could just plotz.” That is, col-

lapse. 

shalom It means “deep peace,” and isn’t that a more meaningful greeting than “Hi, how are ya?” 

shlep To drag, traditionally something you don’t really need; to carry unwillingly. When people “shlep around,” they are dragging 

themselves, perhaps slouchingly. On vacation, when I’m the one who ends up carrying the heavy suitcase I begged my 

wife to leave at home, I shlep it. 

shlemiel A clumsy, inept person, similar to a klutz (also a Yiddish word). The kind of person who always spills his soup. 

schlock Cheap, shoddy, or inferior, as in, “I don’t know why I bought this schlocky souvenir.” 

shlimazel Someone with constant bad luck. When the shlemiel spills his soup, he probably spills it on the shlimazel. Fans of the 

TV sitcom “Laverne and Shirley” remember these two words from the Yiddish-American hopscotch chant that opened 

each show. 

shmendrik A jerk, a stupid person, popularized in The Last Unicorn and Welcome Back Kotter. 

shmaltzy Excessively sentimental, gushing, flattering, over-the-top, corny. This word describes some of Hollywood’s most fa-

mous films. From shmaltz, which means chicken fat or grease. 

shmooze Chat, make small talk, converse about nothing in particular. But at Hollywood parties, guests often schmooze with peo-

ple they want to impress. 

schmuck Often used as an insulting word for a self-made fool, but you shouldn’t use it in polite company at all, since it refers to 

male anatomy. 

spiel A long, involved sales pitch, as in, “I had to listen to his whole spiel before I found out what he really wanted.” From the 

German word for play. 

shikse A non-Jewish woman, all too often used derogatorily. It has the connotation of “young and beautiful,” so referring to a 

man’s Gentile wife or girlfriend as a shiksa implies that his primary attraction was her good looks. She is possibly blonde. 

A shagetz or sheygets means a non-Jewish boy, and has the connotation of a someone who is unruly, even violent. 

shmutz Or shmuts. Dirt – a little dirt, not serious grime. If a little boy has shmutz on his face, and he likely will, his mother will 

quickly wipe it off. It can also mean dirty language. It’s not nice to talk shmutz about shmutz. A current derivation, 

“schmitzig,” means a “thigamabob” or a “doodad,” but has nothing to do with filth. 

shtick Something you’re known for doing, an entertainer’s routine, an actor’s bit, stage business; a gimmick often done to draw 

attention to yourself. 

tchatchke Or tshatshke. Knick-knack, little toy, collectible or giftware. It also appears in sentences such as, “My brother divorced 

his wife for some little tchatchke.” You can figure that one out. 

tsuris Or tsores. Serious troubles, not minor annoyances. Plagues of lice, gnats, flies, locusts, hail, death… now, those were tsuris. 

tuches Rear end, bottom, backside, buttocks. In proper Yiddish, it’s spelled tuchis or tuches or tokhis, and was the origin of the 

American slang word tush. 

yente Female busybody or gossip. At one time, high-class parents gave this name to their girls (after all, it has the same root as 

“gentle”), but it gained the Yiddish meaning of “she-devil”. The matchmaker in “Fiddler on the Roof” was named Yente 

(and she certainly was a yente though maybe not very high-class), so many people mistakenly think that yente means 

matchmaker. 

yiddisher kop Smart person. Literally means “Jewish head.” I don’t want to know what goyisher kop means. 
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Union for Reform Judaism Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute 2013 
Great Kids Deserve a Great Camp! 

 
Do you love …  
Swimming?    Sports?    Drama?    Hiking?    Horseback Riding?   Hebrew?   Playing Gaga?  Sailing?    Music?    Na-
ture?   Rock Climbing?    Drawing?   Singing?   Biking?   Gardening?   
If you answered yes to any of these, then OSRUI is the place for you!  We want you to be part of the fun this summer, 
along with more than 1,000 Jewish kids from all over North America and beyond. 
 
Kallah.  The joys of camp – perfect for younger and first-time campers entering grades 2-7.  

(5 days, 2 weeks, or 3 weeks)    
Kibbutz HaTzofim.  The outdoors comes alive for campers entering grades 4-7.  (2 or 4 weeks) 
Gesher.  The ultimate OSRUI experience – for campers entering grades 7-9.  (4 weeks) 
Tiferet Aleph.  For the young artist interested in music, dance, drama, or visual arts entering grades 6-8.  (4 weeks) 
Tiferet Bet.  For the dedicated artist entering grades 7-10.  (4 weeks) 
Moshavah.  Outdoor camping and adventure for campers entering grades 8-11. (4 weeks) 
Chalutzim.  OSRUI’s unique Hebrew immersion program for high school students entering grades 10-12.  (7 weeks)  
 
Travelin’ With OSRUI 
Tour La’Agam (Tour to the Lake).  A spectacular bicycle trip around Lake Michigan.  Campers will bike more than 

1,000 miles as they travel through the upper loop of Wisconsin and Michigan, exploring the byways, forests, dunes, and 
the simple enormity and beauty of the lake.  For high school students entering grades 10-12.  (4 weeks) 
Experience Israel.  Travel to Israel with teens from all over North America.  For high school students entering grades 
11 and 12. 
 

For more information and to Register Online, check the OSRUI web site:  www.osrui.org or call 847-509-

0990. 


