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midst of the degradation of prison.   Our focus that after-

noon was on how each one of us could make the journey 

towards living a life of dignity, meaning, and value.   

 When we speak of moving from slavery to free-

dom during our Sederim, we are really focusing on two 

levels of meaning.  Our ancestors left the slavery of 

Egypt and entered the wilderness of the Sinai .  Despite 

their history of slavery, they learned how to survive in 

that desert, and they learned how to thrive.  They ma-

tured and blossomed, and they journeyed to Sinai.  We 

use their experience and their journey to illuminate our 

own.  We too have been ‘enslaved’.  We too, yearn for 

freedom.   

 Our own journey, from degradation to dignity, is 

one we all make multiple times throughout our lives.  

Perhaps we felt inadequate and learned to trust our-

selves.  Maybe we thought we were not up to a particu-

lar task but we persevered and succeeded.  Perhaps we 

were held back by illness and journeyed to wholeness.  

Or maybe a job kept us confined, unable to use our crea-

tivity and wisdom, but a new opportunity opened for us 

and allowed up to flourish.   It might have been an abu-

sive individual or a school bully.  But we were able to 

move away from him/her and instead focus on the 

healthy, loving, happy relationships in our lives and re-

joice in the goodness of those we love.   

 As we sit around our Seder tables and remember 

the journey our ancestors made from slavery to freedom, 

let’s take some time to celebrate the journeys of our own 

lives, the growth, learning, and blossoming.  Let’s re-

member the struggle and look to the results, and recog-

nize how important that journey has been, and how 

much we’ve gained.  Let’s think about what held us 

back, and how we broke free, how we survived, and 

most importantly, how we now are thriving! 

 May this Pesach be one of blessing for you and 

all those you love! 

  

 I was a volunteer in a maximum security prison 

while I was in college.  I met with the Jewish prisoners sev-

eral times a semester.  One of the most memorable experi-

ences I had there was when I spent Passover in prison.  We 

were in the gym for half a day.  There was time for social-

izing and time for a Seder.  I led the Seder. 

 Imagine being in a maximum security prison with a 

whole lot of men who will most likely never leave the con-

fines of the prison walls.  And being there on Passover, the 

festival of freedom.  Listen carefully, and you will hear  the 

clanging of the barred doors being slammed shut behind 

you.  All around you are grey cells and metal bars and 

locks and sullen guards.  What could you possibly say to 

the inmates?  How was I supposed to stand in front of all of 

them talking about the journey of our ancestors from slav-

ery to freedom and our celebration of that journey?  How 

could I explain the words of the Haggadah:  You shall tell 

your child it is because of what Adonai did for me when I, 

myself, went forth to freedom?  Is that journey, from slav-

ery to freedom, really a journey my prison congregation 

would understand, or even ever experience?   

 But in the Baskin Haggadah, the words to the Mag-

gid, the telling of the Passover story, not only talk about 

our journey from slavery to freedom, but also about our 

journey from degradation to dignity.  The Hebrew word for 

Egypt is mitzyrim  which comes from the root tzar.  Tzar  

means narrow.  So our journey from Egypt is a journey 

from a narrow, constricting place, a place that confines us 

and does not allow us to spread our wings and grow, a 

place that holds us back.  We journey from Mitzrayim, 

from narrowness, to the wide open spaces of the desert, to 

freedom.  To a place where we can blossom and fulfill the 

promise of the best that is within us.  Our journey is from 

slavery to freedom, from Egypt to the desert,.  Our journey, 

in the words of the Haggadah, is from degradation to digni-

ty.  And that journey is a journey that the men I encoun-

tered in the prison could make.  Although they lived in a 

narrow constricting place, for them, the message of Passo-

ver was that they could find a place of dignity, even in the 
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 Thanks to the many folks who worked so hard this past 

month; those who prepared for the board installation dinner, the 

dozens who worked at the SuperBowl party for the homeless and 

sisterhood luncheon, Dave Rubin’s speech on safe water, to Charlie 

Vogel for preparing manuals for financial vice president and house 

committee. 

 When I took physics in high-school, wise old Mr. Sauter 

would often ask us to try to make estimates of things relating to 

speed, distance, and time. He suggested that the place to start would 

be in factors of 10. For example, is the distance to Mars closest to a 

thousand miles, 10,000 mi., a hundred thousand miles, a million 

miles, 10 million mi. etc. Because we only had slide rules with 

which to do our calculations he believed learning to make estimates 

was necessary as a reality check to make sure we understood scien-

tific notation.  

 I tell you all this because I am often amazed at all that our 

little congregation gets done. In talking with past Food Fair chairs 

Gigi Ehrlich and Jane Vogel one can only begin to imagine what 

the spreadsheet for hours donated by our congregants who worked 

on Food Fair would look like if we actually sat down and entered 

all the data. Some of the components would include time spent by 

the chair person, ticket sales, baking, bag opening Sunday, sand-

wich making Tuesday, and so forth. Clearly 1000 hours would not 

be enough, perhaps 10,000 is overestimating it.  

 I tell you all this for two reasons. Ever since I can remem-

ber, there has been a statement in the annual temple directory talk-

ing about the funding of the temple and the minimum dues require-

ment. The good news is that I don't want to talk about money today. 

But I will ask you to think about and discuss with your fellow 

members guidelines for Temple membership in terms of hours do-

nated to Moses Montefiore temple. Let the discussion begin on 

what it takes to operate our temple and how that breaks down to a 

minimum number of hours needed per congregant.  

 The second reason for pondering our volunteerism is that 

no one has stepped forward to volunteer to chair Food Fair for 

2013. I know this is a very daunting task. In talking with Gigi Ehr-

lich we need to have someone on board as chair no later than June 

1st. Things need to be ordered and reserved, subcommittee chairs 

must be appointed and accepted. The good news is much of what 

needs to be done has been written down and documented so least 

there is a template for one to follow. I thank you all for considering 

this.  

 Just as I am out of it regarding modern secular music, I had 

never heard of Rick Recht before Rabbi Lynn suggested he be in-

vited to entertain. Of course, the kids in my 7-8 Judaica class were 

familiar with him. This March 1st concert will coincide with the 

first Shabbat of the month family dinner. It promises to be great 

family entertainment. Hope to see you there. 

 

    peace alan 

President’s Message 
by Alan Novick 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In a further effort to foster stronger 

bonds within our congregation, the Worship 

Committee has planned something new.  

Instead of a 2nd Night Seder at MMT, we 

are creating smaller, more intimate groups  

of  congregants  celebrating Seder togeth-

er in each others’ homes. We are committed 

to arranging Seder matches for all congre-

gants-new and old, and for Hillel students. 

Everyone will have a place to go for Passo-

ver. We asking that you let us know wheth-

er you can host guests for a Seder, or if 

you would like to be matched with a host 

family. First Seder is Monday night, March 

25, and Second Seder is Tuesday night, 

March 26.   Please be sure to let us  know 

either  way by Monday, March 18th at 5:00 

p.m.  

Please respond via email 

(MMTemple@frontier.com) or by phone at 

309-662-3182. 

 

Thank you in advance for your willingness to 

participate in establishing meaningful con-

nections within our congregational family. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful Passover, 

 

The Worship Committee. 

From the  

Worship Committee  

mailto:MMTemple@frontier.com
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Tikkun Olam: 
the Social Action Committee of MMT  

By Naomi Wilansky, Tikkun Olam/Social Action Chairperson 
 

Mazel Tov! Our first annual Super Bowl Party for the Homeless was a huge success!!! 

We had many generous donations from congregants as well as from outside sources, we 

had many willing volunteers, a big warm space, with a large screen and a hot meal, great 

before and after publicity (hope you saw the articles,) a wonderful opportunity to meet 

and get to know members of Wesley United Methodist church as well as an opportunity 

to welcome, nurture and meet many of our less fortunate brothers and sisters. And it was 

a bonus that the game itself was an exciting one!  

 

We had 145 volunteers and about 100 guests throughout the event.  It was a blessing and 

a bummer that we had more volunteers than guests but we made a special effort to limit 

the number of guests this year since it was our first Super Bowl Party…next year we will 

reach out in various other ways so that we have many more guests to join in the party 

and to receive the give-aways. Our guests were so appreciative.  They had a great time 

and really benefitted from everyone’s generosity (and they have already spread the 

word!) 

 

So I want to thank you all for your generosity in donations, time and energy! You made a 

huge difference. I’d love to hear if you have stories of your experience at the Super Bowl 

Party. 

 

We are already making plans for our 2nd annual Super Bowl Party for the Homeless but 

in the meantime there is another summer event that came out of the Super Bowl Party.  

Several of our guests pointed out that the homeless women and children might appreciate 

an event that was more geared for them—less football, more interaction and more games.  

They suggested a Barbeque!  Therefore, we are co-sponsoring with Wesley United Meth-

odist Church a summer Barbeque for the homeless again held at the Church.   We will 

have outdoor games going on, a fabulous Barbeque, and all kinds of give-aways for our 

guests (already collected!)  So keep a look out for that Mitzvah opportunity. 

 

In the meantime, we are working on a next Safe Harbor date and the next brunch.  
 

Lastly: 
Would you like to join our committee???  We’d love to have your help and input.  Contact Rabbi Lynn or 

Hilary at the MMT office or Naomi Wilansky at 309-825-8818 or nwilan@yahoo.com 

OR do as Temple member Roger Day did: see a social action need in the temple/community (recycling 

Styrofoam in his case) and take the initiative to make it happen. 
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Synagogue 3000 and MMT 
JOIN YOUR FELLOW MMTers 

ON AN EXCITING JOURNEY! 
 

 Over the High Holy Days, Rabbi Lynn spoke 

extensively about Synagogue 3000, and the potential 

it has for our community.  The Board began to read 

and discuss Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s book:  Re-

Thinking Synagogues   A New Vocabulary for Con-

gregational Life.  And now, its time to widen the 

discussion.   

 We strongly encourage all congregants to 

participate in this crucial discussion!   Your input 

will make a big impact on our congregation.  There 

are three different book clubs which are going to 

meet and discuss “ReThinking Synagogues”.   

 Our first club is meeting on Sunday morn-

ings, March 3, March 31, April 28, September 8, 

October 6, November 3 and December 1.  This club 

is being led by Jon Davison and Sammy Marks.   

 The second club is meeting on Mondays at 

noon over lunch, on March 11, April 1, May 6, Sep-

tember 9, October 7, November 4 and December 2.  

Bruce and Linda Unterman are facilitating this book 

club.   

 Because of the snow on their intended first 

meeting night, the third club will be meeting Tues-

day nights, April 2, May 7, September 10, October 

8, November 5, December 3, and January 7.    This 

club will be led by Steve Bernstein and Alan Novick 

 Each Book Club will be reading one chapter 

a month, and discussing the ideas of the chapter and 

if/how they apply to our congregation.  Note takers 

in each group will compile a list of ideas generated 

each month.  All of those ideas will then be com-

piled into a master list and we will create opportuni-

ties for all congregants to participate in discussions 

of all the ideas generated.   

 As we move forward in this process, we will 

benefit greatly from welcoming Dr. Lawrence Hoff-

man, architect of Synagogue to MMT for the week-

end of April 4 - 6, 2014.   Mark your calendars now 

for that very special opportunity! 

 Many of our congregants have signed up—

Have you!?!  Call the office at 662-3182 or email us 

at MMTemple @frontier.com.  Please indicate 

which group you’ve chosen. 

WHAT IS SYNAGOGUE 3000?
 Synagogue 3000 is a catalyst for excellence, em-

powering congregations and communities to create syna-

gogues that are sacred and vital centers of Jewish life. We 

seek to make synagogues compelling moral and spiritual 

centers – sacred communities – for the twenty-first century. 

Our offices in Los Angeles and New York direct a national 

congregational leadership network and a synagogue studies 

institute. Sacred communities are those where relationships 

with God and with each other define everything the syna-

gogue does; where ritual is engaging; where Torah suffuses 

all we do; where social justice is a moral imperative; and 

where membership is about welcoming and engaging both 

the committed and the unaffiliated. We wish to change the 

conversation about meaningful Jewish life in our time. 

 We accomplish our mission by challenging the ex-

isting assumptions of synagogue life in North America; by 

networking creative synagogue leaders to push their experi-

mental vision ever forward; by showcasing their work to 

others in the field who can apply the principles of what 

they do in their own congregations; and by supporting 

those who are creating new "emergent" spiritual communi-

ties and advocating for the transformation of current mod-

els of synagogue life. We stand for spirituality beyond eth-

nicity, Judaism as a life-long journey beyond the pediatric 

and the geriatric; community beyond corporation; and com-

mitment beyond consumerism. Success for us is when syn-

agogues develop deeper relationships with their members 

rather than simply offering more programs. 
  From synagogue 3000.0rg 
  
I charge synagogues  with being a market, not a sacred 

community; hewing to an ethnic and corporate model that 

was outmoded 20 years ago….[we need to] change direc-

tion...to think theologically, not programmatically, to foster 

the synagogue as a spiritual and moral institution, to appre-

ciate the increasing role of ritual, spirituality and healing, 

not just formal and didactic education; to overcome the 

dominant fee-for-service mentality that haunts the way syn-

agogues are perceived; and to take risks rather than settle 

for the safety of the status quo. 
  Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman 
 

The premise of Synagogue 3000 is that synagogues must 

become significant spiritual and moral/ethical centers to 

remain relevant in this new century.  
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MARCH CALENDAR 
 

March roars in like a lion.   Despite the ferocious weather, here at MMT, life is sunny and bright!   

We have an exciting month ahead of us.  Join with us! 
 
 

March 1   Rick Recht Shabbat Alive Service! 

    Congregation Anshai Emeth of Peoria will be joining us!   

  6:00   Dinner 

  7:15   Services  
 

March 2: 11:00 am Torah Study 
 

March 3:   9:00 am Hebrew and Religious School 

    Library Processing Work Day 

  10:00 am ReThinking Synagogues Book Club   
 

March 4: 7:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
 

March 5: 7:00 pm  Library Committee Meeting 

  7:00 pm ReThinking Synagogues Book Club 
 

March 6: 7:00 pm Intro to Judaism.  Topic:  Jewish History 
 

March 8: 5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh   

  6:15 pm   Shabbat Services   
 

March 9: 11:00 am   Torah Study led by Rabbi Kaplan 
   

March 10 9:00 am Hebrew School and Religious School 
 

March 11 12:00 pm ReThinking Synagogues Book Club 
    

March 13 7:00 pm  Intro to Judaism Class   Topic:  Jewish History 
 

March 15 5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh   

  6:15 pm Shabbat Services led by Cantorial Soloist Hilary Bair and George Gordon 
 

March 16 11:00 am Torah Study with Rabbi Kaplan 
 

March 17 9:00 am Hebrew School and Religious School, Model Seder 
 

March 19 7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 
   

March 20 7:00 pm  Movie Night sponsored by the Social Committee  
 

March 22   Bulletin Deadline 

  5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

  6:15 pm Shabbat Services led by Cantorial Soloist Hilary Bair and George Gordon 
 

March 23 11:00 am Torah Study led by Torah Study group 
 

March 24   NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 

March 25/26   First and Second Seder:   Members who would like to host members in for either

     Seder, or be hosted for Seder, please call MMT at 662-3182 
   

March 27 7:00 pm  Intro to Judaism Class 
 

March 28 7:00 pm Transition Committee meeting 
 

March 30 9:30   Shabbat Morning Services 
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SAVE THE DATES!!! 
  

Sunday, April 7th  4:30 pm  Yom HaShoah Service  (Holocaust Memorial Day Service) 

  

April 13 and 14 Jewish Storytelling Festival with Noa Baum, storyteller extraordinaire!  In   

 celebration of Israel’s Independence Day 

   Saturday night Havdallah program:  Growing up in Jerusalem 

   Sunday Morning Brunch, 10:00 am:  A Taste of the Garden of Eden 

    Our religious school will be joining in this special program 

   Sunday time TBA:  Israel, a Land Twice Promised 

  

April 19th after Shabbat Services.  Inauguration of our new Shabbat Dining Club.  See below for de-

tails! 

 

April 28 at noon:  Interest and Informational meeting about a potential congregational trip to  

             Israel in 2014.  Babysitting available.  

From Peoria’s Jewish Federation: 

When Life Gives you Matzah Meal…Think Outside the Box!! 
 

Something new and fresh for Passover.  Join Chef Laura, executive chef Wolfgang Puck Kosher catering, as she demos delicious 

and healthy Passover recipes using extra virgin olive oil from around the world.  Menu will include poached fish, quinoa with dried 

fruit and fresh herbs, and a bittersweet chocolate cake for dessert.  Spend an afternoon with Chef Laura as we explore some new 

creative ways to cook for Passover.  She’s bound to inspire you with her energy and enthusiasm.  Program takes place on March 10. 

 

RSVPs are due by March 1.  Cost:  $12 per person.   Send your check, made payable to the Jewish Federation of Peoria to: 

The Jewish Federation of Peoria 

2000 West Pioneer Parkway, Suite 10B 

Peoria, IL  61615 

COMING SOON TO A TEMPLE  

(AND A RESTAURANT)  

NEAR YOU…..MMT’s Shabbat Dining Club 

 
Join us after services on the third Friday of each month as we go out to dinner together 

after services.  Each month we will experience a different restaurant.  Suggestions for 

dining establishments?  Call the office. 

 

Our Shabbat Dining Club will start in April!   

Check your April Bulletin for details as to the restaurant and location.  
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March’s 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES  

for 

Life-Long Jewish Learning! 
 

We are never too old, or too busy, or too wise to continue learning! 
 

 

Saturday mornings, 11-12:15  
Torah Study  

3/2 and 3/30 taught by Rabbi Lynn.  3/9 and 3/16 taught by Rabbi Kaplan.  3/23 Led by Torah Study Group.   

 
 

Wednesday evenings, 7-9 pm  
Introduction to Judaism 

Topic:  Jewish History 

 

Be a Part of MMT’s Future:  Join us for a once a month book club dis-

cussion on Rethinking Synagogues A New Vocabulary for Synagogue Life by Rabbi        Lawrence Hoffman, 

PhD.   Book Clubs start this weekend! If you haven’t yet signed up, call in to the office and let us know which 

group you’d like to join.  You can order the book directly from Amazon.com and other on line websites, in-

cluding Jewish Light Publishing. We have also ordered a number of used books that are described as being in 

very good condition. The cost for those books is $11 and they are available in the office. If you need a copy 

of the first chapter so you can read the chapter before your book arrives, call Hilary and we will provide a 

copy for you.  The following are the times our different book clubs are meeting.   For more information, 

please contact Alan Novick or Rabbi Lynn. 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: 10:00 a.m. once a month starting March 3rd 

 FACILITATORS: Jon Davison and Sammy Marks 
 

MONDAYS AT NOON: 12:00 p.m. once a month starting March 11 

 FACILITATORS: Linda and Bruce Unterman 

 

TUESDAY EVENINGS: 7:00 p.m. once a month starting March 5th 

 FACILITATORS: Steve Bernstein and Alan Novick 
 

SUMMER SESSIONS: Details TBA.  Let  us know if you are interested. 
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM SECOND SEMESTER 
 

Please note that changes were made to the April Schedule to accommodate MMT programs. 

 

January 6, 2013   10 – 2 ADL Brunch 

 

January 13   12-2  Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple   

 

February 16  7:30   Attend talk at Temple by Chaim Shachem, Israeli Consul General 

     Topic:  The Middle East Current Situation 

 

February 17  3-5 Class with Rabbi Lynn at Temple 

 

February 23  5:30   Attend Purim dinner,  Megillah Reading and Purim Shpiel at Temple 

 

March 1  7:15 Attend Shabbat Alive Service with Jewish Rock Superstar, Rick Recht 

 

March  8  7:30 Shabbat Dinner and program with Rabbi Lynn at Temple 

 

March 30  6:00  Chocolate Seder and Dinner with Rabbi Lynn and Hilary at Rabbi’s home 

   5:00  Confirmands 

 

April 7   4:30    Community Yom HaShoah Program.  High School students participate 

 

April 13   7:00   Havdallah program with Noa Baum:  Growing Up in Jerusalem 

 

April 14  10:00 Brunch with Noa Baum:  A Taste of the Garden of Eden 

   TBA Program with Noa Baum:  Israel:  A Land Twice Promised 

     High School Students to attend at least two of the Noa Baum programs, 

      including  “Israel-A Land Twice Promised” 

 

April 21  11:30-1:30 Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple  

   1:30-2:30   Confirmands 

 

May 11  5-8 Confirmation Rehearsal, dinner included 

 

May 14  5:30 Dinner 

   6:30 Confirmation and Shavu’ot Services followed by Oneg 

 

NOTE:  Whenever there is a meal scheduled, please RSVP to 662-3182 and let us know whether you will be 

eating or not so we can order the proper amount of food for all.   
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Dear Friend, 

 

My name is Michelle Pryor.  I am a 

6th grade student.  We are studying 

the Holocaust.  Our class watched 

Paper Clips, a documentary about 

students studying the Holocaust.  

We want to start a project to help 

us learn.  We are collecting pennies 

to represent each child lost in the 

Holocaust.  We are going to re-

search and attach a name to each 

symbolic penny.  We are asking for 

a penny and a name or story for a 

tribute.  If we get pennies with no 

names we will research and give it 

a name. 

 

Thank you for your help and sup-

port. 

 

Sincerely, Michelle Pryor 

A Request for Help Learning  

about the Holocaust  
Dear Friend, 

 

 My name is Mary Beth Goff and I am a 6th grade teacher in Car-

io, Illinois.  My class recently watched a documentary about the paper 

clip project in Whitwell, Tennessee.  A group of eighth grade students 

collected paper clips to represent the victims of the Holocaust.  Follow 

the documentary my student’s first response was to want to study more 

about this period in history and to do a similar project. 

 Let me put this in context.  Cairo is a small town in Southern 

Illinois.  It has a history of decline and conflict related to racial tensions.  

The school has a 98% African American student population with a free 

lunch rate of 100%.  I have always tried to bring in topics related to hu-

man rights and social justice to broaden their world view, however like 

most children of today they are very focused on themselves.  They do 

not look outside at the plight of others, nor have they every felt empow-

ered to change the world.  For whatever reason I have students who are 

interested, concerned and motivated to undertake a project of under-

standing, honor and prevention. 

 After thoughtful discussion and goal setting the class has devel-

oped a plan.  It is a plan we need help with.  Our class has decided to 

focus on the children of the Holocaust.  We are hoping to go beyond 

numbers and this is our plan.  We are asking for a penny.  Just one.  (Of 

course we will accept multiple pennies).  For each penny we collect we 

would like a name of a child who was killed in the concentration camps.  

If you, or anyone you know has a story to share along with a name we 

are interested in compiling a mini-memorial to honor victims.  I realize 

this is a lot to ask but it would mean a great deal to my class.  I amtrying 

to teach them that this great tragedy needs to be a lesson to stop hatred 

and that there is a fine line between uttering the word hate and acting on 

it. 

 Our goal is to honor each victim by name with a penny.  Our 

goal is to reach 15,000 pennies.  If you do not have a name to accompa-

ny the penny we will research and name it for you.  We are interested in 

any stories you have to tell and will read each with honor and as a gift.  

Thank you for your help.  Please feel free to contact me for more infor-

mation  mbgoff2@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page:  Pennies as 

Promise.   

 

Sincerely,   

Mary Beth Goff, 6th grade teacher, 3101 Elm, Cairo Il  6214 

 

Please pass this letter along to family, friends, members of your congre-

gation or organization and anyone else who might be interested. 
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MMT is now recycling Styrofoam!  
 

Thanks to a great idea from Roger Day you can 

now bring your clean Styrofoam egg    cartons 

and any other clean Styrofoam to the temple for 

recycling.  

 

As you may know neither 

Bloomington, nor Normal   currently recycles 

this product.  

 

Containers are marked “Styrofoam” and are 

located in the Temple kitchen. 

 

Thank you Roger for helping us take better care 

of our earth!  

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

 

Alan Novick in appreciation to Rabbi Goldstein 
 

 

Lentschner Fund 

 

Rosemarie Sender 

 In memory of the Yahrzeits of 

  Siegfried Sender 

  Martha Sender 

 In honor of the birthdays of: 

  Judy Markowitz 

  Jane Plum 

  Clarisse Irwin’s 98th birthday 

We Give Thanks.... 
 

We give thanks for the thoughtfulness of those who support the Temple 

by remembering and/or honoring their friends and loved ones  
through their generous contributions. 

Be a Part of MMT’s Future:  Join us for a once a month 

book club discussion on Rethinking Synagogues A New Vocabulary 

for Synagogue Life by Rabbi        Lawrence Hoffman, PhD.   Book 

Clubs start this weekend! If you haven’t yet signed up, call in to the 

office and let us know which group you’d like to join.  You can or-

der the book directly from Amazon.com and other on line websites, 

including Jewish Light Publishing. We have also ordered a number 

of used books that are described as being in very good condition. 

The cost for those books is $11 and they are available in the office. 

If you need a copy of the first chapter so you can read the chapter 

before your book arrives, call Hilary and we will provide a copy for 

you.  The following are the times our different book clubs are meet-

ing.   For more information, please contact Alan Novick or Rabbi 

Lynn. 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: 10:00 a.m. once a month starting 

March 3rd 

 FACILITATORS: Jon Davison and Sammy Marks 
 

MONDAYS AT NOON: 12:00 p.m. once a month starting 

March 11 

 FACILITATORS: Linda and Bruce Unterman 
 

TUESDAY EVENINGS: 7:00 p.m. once a month starting 

April 2nd 

 FACILITATORS: Steve Bernstein and Alan Novick 
 

SUMMER SESSIONS: Details TBA.  Let  us know if you 

are interested. 

at MMT February 23 

Good Luck Jolie Pressburger! 
 
Jolie will be participating in the state chess tourna-

ment March 8—10th  at Illinois state university. And 

she’s off , April 4th thru the 7th to the Super National 

chess tournament in Nashville, TN. She is super excit-

ed and we are all very proud of her achievements. Jo-

lie’s only disappointment:  She has perfect attendance 

at Hebrew school and has to break that record to com-

pete in the Chess tournaments. 

Mazal Tov to  

Eva Goldschmidt Wyman 
 

Who’s book, Escaping Hitler:  A Jewish Haven in 

Chile is coming out in August, and is being published 

by the University of Alabama Press.  To order a copy, 

please call 800-621-2736. 

 

Based primarily on interviews with German Jewish 

refusgees and family correspondence….Wyman pro-

vides an intimate account of Jews in Germany in the 

1930s as Nazi controls tightened and family members 

were taken to Riga and Theresienstadt….Escaping 

Hitler  immerses the reader in an extraordinary chap-

ter of contemporary Jewish history both inside      

Germany and South America. 
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Happy  
March 
Birthday! 
 

 

 

1  Ethan Rubin 
1 Cameron Jacobs 
8  Roger Day 
9  Lyuba Shur 
12 Gregory Turgeon 
13  Judy Brown 
14  Carter Loy 
15  Avery Martin-Chadwick 
16  Paul Blumberg 
16 Alan Weintraub 
15  Herm Brandau 
19  Leah Blinderman 
20  Judy Sevel 
22  Cory Bernstein 
22 Eden Bernstein 
22 Elaine Vogt 
26 Anna Moudy 
28 Brooke Davison 
30  Rachel Gordon 
30 Naomi Wilansky 
30  Eileen Backman 

 
 

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

5 Adam & Dayna Nielsen 

8 Bill & June Bain 
16  Charlie & Victoria Harris 
23 Susan & Michael  
 Callahan 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

 

Hilary Bair 

Sam Shattan 

Jobi Tick 
 

Refuah Sh'lemah 
Our wishes for better health  

 

Yahrzeits 
 

We remember those who 

brought light to our lives.  

Their memories are a blessing.  
 

March 1, 2013 

Martin Warner 

Margaret Peggy Thiel 

Arlene Slan 

Wilma Gottlieb Goldberger 

Hyman Kirnes 

 

March 8, 2013 

Siegfried Sender 

Howard Wuethrich 

Sidney Deitch 

Oscar Mandel 

Allen Stevens 

Joseph Lebovits 

William Robert Dees 

Fanny Loeb 

David Louis Kabacker 

Stella S. Livingston 

Dr. Marshall Molay 

 

March 15, 2013 

Harold Seltzer 

Joe Casdin 

Rivka Shayne Kureniecki 

Ruth Marcus Unterman 

Ruven and Raphael Witt 

Rose Katz 

Chanah Wilansky 

Lowell Dougherty 

William Barnett 

David Stern 

 

March 22, 2013 

Sally Zelda Mabel 

Martha Sender 

Howard Orlove 

Samuel Hutter 

Morris Grossman 

Margaret Weltman 

 

March 29, 2013 

Sam Bain  

Archie Goldstein 

Bartholomew William Vogt 

Rebecca Feldman 

Jack Zorn 

Lynne Kaplan 

Aaron Livingston 

Evelyn Novick 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit or 

a phone call from our Rabbi, please 

be sure to call Hilary in the office, 

or speak directly with Rabbi Lynn to 

make sure we are aware of the situa-

tion  

THANK YOU 

STARCREST 

CLEANERS- 
for your help with 

MMT’s dry-cleaning! 
 

1712 E College Avenue 

Normal, IL      888-9991 

 

“STARCREST CLEANERS is a family 

owned and operated business that is 

equipped with the most advanced cleaning 

equipment in the industry. Starcrest puts 

an emphasis on Customer Service, and we 

work hard to provide our customers with a 

quality product and service. You will find 

our "Same Day" service, Extended Hours, 

and convenient Drive-Thru PERFECT 

FOR BUSY LIFESTYLES!!” 

From Clare House: 
Dear Friends, We are so grateful to 

you for your very generous donation 

in our time of need.  Your gift is 

such a blessing to us and to the 

many families who come for help. 
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Bruce Unterman  

To Represent the US  

in Maccabiah Games in Israel 
 

 

Hi – I have exciting news! I have made the over-65 Maccabiah Games tennis team. I am one of 8 

individuals representing the United States in my age group, and we will play tennis in Israel this summer 

in the 2013 Maccabiah Games. I have competed in USTA tennis for some years. Our teams have 

played in state, sectional, and national tournaments. Now, I get to play in an international tournament in 

Israel. 

 

For those of you that don’t know what the Maccabiah Games are… they are an international, “Olympic- 

style” competition held in Israel every 4 years, and they are a celebration of Jewish unity, culture, and 

heritage through athletic competition. There will be 7000 athletes from over 60 countries participating in 

many different sports, including tennis. It is the third largest international sporting event in the world! 

 

The games are a unique event. Not only is there a competition among “Grand Masters” such as myself, 

but there are many events and tours of Israel held alongside the games to help young athletes connect 

with their Jewish roots. 

 

One of the obligations of Grand Masters tennis players is to raise funds to support young American 

Jewish athletes who are competing in the Games. I hope you will join me in my fundraising efforts for the 

19th World Maccabiah Games in 2013 – any contribution helps! These funds will go into a need-based 

scholarship fund to help finance the trips of young American Jewish athletes who otherwise might not be 

able to participate. Your support will ensure that these talented athletes will be able to compete in the 

Games. Please consider donating for this worthy cause -- you can make a difference! 

 

Please help me support these young athletes – to give them a chance to compete and to experience 

Israel. Your donation will be tax deductible, and will go towards my goal of raising $8,000 to support 

these individuals. 

 

There are several ways to donate: 

1) Go online to http://goo.gl/P6Grv and make a donation on my personal fundraising page 

2) Write a check to Maccabi USA. Please include my name on the memo line, and mail the check to: 
 

Maccabi USA 

1926 Arch Street, 4R 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 

The Games will be held in July of this year. I will be proud to wear a Team USA uniform at the Opening 

and Closing ceremonies. I look forward to the opportunity to represent the United States, connect with 

my fellow competitors, get to see Israel again (it has been over 20 years since I’ve been there), and 

support the younger athletes so that they can also compete. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Bruce 
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 Passover is a major Jewish spring festival, com-

memorating the Exodus from Egypt over 3000 years 

ago, whose ritual observance centers around 1) a special 

home service known as Seder, 2) the prohibition of leav-

en (chametz), and,  3) the eating of matzah. 

 The uniqueness of Passover is encapsulated in a 

passage from the Torah, quoted during the Seder.  In 

every generation, each person should feel as though s/he 

was redeemed from Egypt, as it is said: "You shall tell 

your children on that day saying, 'It is because of what 

Adonai did for me when I, myself  went free out of 

Egypt.'   For the Holy One redeemed not only our ances-

tors; God redeemed us with them."  

 This passage teaches us that Jewish history is 

also a timeless present, that Passover is not simply a 

commemoration of an important event in our past--

analogous to the Fourth of July--but an event in which 

we, ourselves participated and in which we continue to 

participate. We are meant to re-experience the rise from 

slavery to redemption, from degradation to dignity,  that 

occurs in each of our own lives. The Seder then, is our 

own personal story, as well as the story of our people. 

            To relive the experience, we are commanded to 

observe three rituals:  

A To tell the story of the Exodus. As the Torah 

states: "Remember this day, on which you went 

free from Egypt, the house of bondage, how God 

freed you from it with a mighty hand..."(Exodus 

13:3).  

A To eat matzah--unleavened bread. As the Torah 

states: "At evening, you shall eat unleavened 

bread" (Exodus 12:18).  

A To refrain from eating or owning chametz--

unleavened bread. As the Torah states: "On the 

very first day, you shall remove leaven from 

your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread 

from the first day to the seventh day, that person 

shall be cut off from Israel" (Exodus 12:15).  
 

 The focus for reliving our journey from degrada-

tion to dignity is the seder. The special pedagogic and 

liturgical tool that we use is the Haggadah. The word 

haggadah comes from the root meaning "to tell" and 

reflects the purpose of the evening--the retelling of the 

story of the Exodus, especially to the next generation. To 

make sure that the story is told, the Four Questions are 

asked by the children, and it is the role of the adults pre-

sent to impress upon the children the significance of the 

answers; for we understand what our children do not-that 

the future of the Jewish people lies with them. Through 

the Seder, in every generation each of us and each of our 

children are able to feel as though we ourselves were slaves 

in Egypt and were redeemed. In this way, each new genera-

tion takes its place in the chain of the Jewish people leading 

down from the Exodus to the present. 
 

How Did Passover Get Its Name? 
 Actually, Pesach has five different names, each of 

which carries a special significance: 

 

Chag Ha-Matzot means the Festival of Unleavened Bread.  

This name has both agricultural and historical origins. Schol-

ars of ancient civilizations tell us that prior to the Exodus 

from Egypt certain peoples used to harvest their spring barley 

crops and bake the first fruits thereof into special unleavened 

cakes. These cakes were then eaten as part of a ceremony 

expressing gratitude to their deity for an abundant crop.  As a 

primarily agricultural society, ancient Israel shared this cus-

tom investing it with powerful historical significance. The 

Bible tells us that the Jews had to leave Egypt in great haste. 

Exodus 12:34 records that, as a result, "the people took their 

dough before it was leavened." Later, in Exodus 12:39, the 

text relates that "they baked unleavened cakes of the dough 

which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leav-

ened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not 

tarry." Finally, in Exodus 23:15, the historical bond is forged: 

"The feast of unleavened bread (Chag Ha Matzot) you shall 

keep; seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I com-

manded you...for...you came out from Egypt." 

 

Chag Ha-Pesach means the Festival of the Paschal Offering.  

This name also has agricultural and historical associations. 

According to some scholars, an ancient practice of primitive 

peoples involved sacrificing one lamb from each flock in 

order to please their deity and thereby protect the rest of the 

flock from harm. This paschal offering, or "pesach" became a  

pivotal element in the Exodus  account.  During the night of 

the tenth plague, in which every Egyptian first-born son died, 

it was the blood of a sacrificial lamb, smeared on the door-

post of every Jewish home, which safeguarded the Jews from 

the angel of death. Exodus 12:11 says: "It is the Pesach of the 

Adonai." Verse 14 continues: "And this day shall be to you 

one of remembrance; you shall celebrate it as a festival to 

Adonai throughout the ages; you shall celebrate it as an insti-

tution for all time." And Exodus 34:24 specifically alludes to 

the Festival of Pesach (Chag Ha-Pesach). 

 

Chag Ha-Aviv means the Festival of Spring.  Passover is 

SOME PASSOVER BASICS 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

called the Festival of Spring as it always falls in the 

Spring of the secular calendar year. According to the To-

rah )Exodus 12:6, 12:18), Passover begins on the 14th of 

Nissan.  

Zeman Cherutenu, another name of Passover, means 

The Season of Our Liberation.  It was the particular geni-

us of Judaism that it was able to take elements from three 

essentially agricultural festivals and mold them into a 

holiday celebrating the freedom of a people. The Exodus 

itself, the Festival of Matzot, the paschal offering, and the 

festive seder meal came to be a paradigm for liberation 

from tyranny and oppression.  Passover endured through 

the time of Joshua (Joshua 5:10-11). Hundreds of years 

later, King Josia was still instructing the people as to its 

observance (II Kings 23:21-23). The holiday and its pow-

erful message continued to stir the Jewish soul. And so it 

was only natural that an evolving rabbinic literature in the 

first few centuries C.E. captured its essence by referring 

to it as Zeman Cherutenu, the Season of our Liberation. 

For as Moses said to the people (Exodus 13:3): 

"Remember this day, on which you went free from 

Egypt, the house of bondage."  

 

Why Did Pesach Emerge  

as the Most Popular Name? 
This final name derives from Exodus 12:23, an account 

of how Moses promised the Israelites that God would 

"pass over" their homes during the terrible night of the 

slaying of the Egyptian firstborn. Pesach, or Passover, 

ultimately became the name which unified the many con-

cepts embodied by the holiday. It endured throughout the 

rabbinic period and to this day as its most common desig-

nation. 

Bidikat Chametz: 

The Search for Chametz 
 

On Passover, we are taught to abstain from eating chametz 

(leaven) or any food which has come into contact with chametz.  

You will want to consider removing all chametz (leven) from your 

home.  Some typical examples of food with chametz include:  cere-

al, bread, crackers and cookies, cakes, and pies.  You may want to 

participate in the ceremonial removal of chametz. 
 

On the evening before first Seder, a search for leaven is held.  

Hide a few pieces of bread about your home.  Have your children 

search for these crumbs with a candle for light (or a flashlight if 

the burning candle makes you nervous).  When they find a piece of 

chametz, they use a feather to scoop it onto a wooden spoon and 

then place it in a paper bag.  After all the hidden chametz has been 

found, it is burned, (traditionally the burning takes place the next 

morning)  together with the feather and the spoon.  Feel free to 

burn the chametz in either your fireplace or grill.  The following 

blessing is recited: 
 

 Baruch Atah Adonai, Elohaynu Melech Ha'olam, asher kidshanu  

b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu al bi'ur chametz. 

 Blessed are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who 

hallows us with mitzvot and commands us to burn chametz. 
 

 On concluding the search, the following can be recited:  

Any kind of leaven which remains in my possession that I have not 

seen nor removed or about which I do not know will be regarded 

as non-existent and considered asthe dust of the earth. 

 

 This search can be a wonderfully magic time for children.  

Turn out all the lights, and conduct the search in total silence.  

Explain to the children that the burning of chametz is like magic.  

When it is over, everything is suddenly ready for Pesach.  From 

the time of the burning of the chametz, no leaven is eaten (you've 

just burned the last remnants of it!).  However, matzah is not eaten 

until the Seder. 

What Not to Eat on Passover 
 The Torahitic prohibition against eating chametz on Passover includes foods made from the following: 

 wheat, barley, oats, rye, and spelt (or food which has come into contact with any of these five grains. 

 Ashkenazic practice developed into the practice of refraining from eating rice, peas, and all types of beans 

(legumes) in addition to the five grains.  Legumes were at one time dried and ground into flour and used for baking.  It 

was feared that Jews might become confused.  If they could use flour made from peas, perhaps they might mistakenly 

think that flour made from wheat was permissible.    

 Sephardic Jews do eat legumes during Passover.  The Vaad  Halacha,   the legal committee of the Rabbinical 

Assembly of the Conservative Movement  has issued a ruling allowing its members to eat legumes.  The text of that rul-

ing is included on this page.  

 How do you make your own decision regarding the eating or not of legumes?  Reform Judaism teaches us that 

God created us with both intelligence and free will.  We are to use our intelligence to study.  Then, based on our 

knowledge, we are to use our free will in order to make informed decisions about what practice will enhance our Jewish 

identity.  Decisions are to be made based on our spiritual needs, and not on convenience!  Thus, if, after learning about 

the issue of legumes, you feel that refraining from eating them will enhance your Jewish self, continue to abstain from 

eating them during Pesach.  If you feel that it will have no bearing on your observance, then you should not refrain from 

eating the legumes.   
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A Passover Memory 
From the History of the Ethiopian Jews 

 

 It came to pass in the reign of Emperor Thedorus (king of Ethiopian from 1855-

1868), when the Jews of Ethiopia were led by the wise Aba Mahari, that much anguish 

came upon the Jewish community. Missionaries were active in their villages, troubling 

the spirits of the Jewish people. Then a decree went out from the Emperor that the Jews 

must come to his court and debate the missionaries. 

 Now, Aba Mahari was a man of sixty years. Some say he himself led the great 

debate in the Emperor's court. Others say he sent his wisest counselors. But all agree the 

Jews were the victors, and the missionaries became enraged, threatening force against 

them. And the people were afraid. 

 Now, Aba Mahari had a dream that the Jews would go to Jerusalem. He dressed 

in his long white robes, took his staff in his hand, and went to the Emperor Theodorus. 

The Jews would go to Jerusalem. He dressed in his long white robes, took his staff in his 

hand and went to Emperor Theodorus. The Emperor received him kindly, for Aba Mahari 

said, "I cannot do as you ask. Therefore, I ask you to send me to Jerusalem with my peo-

ple. Let me take them home." 

 And Emperor Theodorus consented, and issued a decree that no one should hin-

der the Jews. 

 And so word went out to the Jewish villages in Gondar, Dembia, Tigrei, Quara, 

and everywhere in Ethiopia -- all those who wished to remain Jews should follow Aba 

Mahari. And so thousands of Jews walked in the footsteps of Aba Mahari, toward the 

shores of the Red Sea. 

 But the long road was filled with obstacles, rivers and mountains. The rainy 

season came, and many Jews perished of cold and hunger. In the village of Madvay there 

is to this day a great memorial to the Jews buried there. And the good people of Madvay 

sought to comfort the Jews by holding a tazkar (memorial service) for the dead. Some of 

the Jews were indeed comforted and turned back saying, "It is as if we have reached Jeru-

salem. Why? We have heard all your singing, all your praying, all your beating of drums, 

and we have rejoiced." 

 But many did not turn back, and went on till they came to the shores of the Red 

Sea. Then Aba Mahari took his staff, like Moses, and struck the Sea so it would open. 

But the sea did not open. Then those who remembered the story of Nahson at the time of 

the Exodus from Egypt -- for Nahson walked boldly into the waters, and they parted -- 

they leaped into the sea and began to swim. 

 Still the waters did not part, and they returned to shore, saying, "Even if we 

swim to the other side, how can the women and children cross, and those who can't 

swim?" So they sought a rich woman who lived nearby, to hire her boats, but her boats 

were not strong enough. 

 Then the people lost heart, and turned away from Jerusalem to go home. And 

the journey south was more arduous than the journey north, for plague broke out and 

many died. To this day none can tell how long the Jews underwent the vicissitudes, the 

sufferings and the deaths of their companions, before they reached their homes, or settled 

where they fell. And Aba Mahari, it is said, spent the rest of his life wandering from 

place to place, to comfort his people and to defend Judaism in Ethiopia. 
 And so ended the first great exodus of the Jews of Ethiopia. Some might say that 

the vicissitudes, the sufferings, and the deaths were in vain, for the Jews did not cross the 

Red Sea. But to this day, their descendants tell the story, and remember not only the pain 

their ancestors suffered, but the kindness they met along the way, and the courage of Aba 

Mahari who walked before them in his old age and did not leave them defenseless. 
 And today, their descendants who are indeed in the Land of Israel and the City 

of Jerusalem -- who crossed the Red Sea in our time, not on land but in the air, borne on 

the wings of eagles -- they say, "Aba Mahari had a vision, and the vision was true. But 

what he saw was not for his time but for the future. They did not arrive, they were not 

privileged to reach their goal. But because of the their courage and their virtue -- we, 

their children, have arrived." 
 And so it is. 

An Ethiopian Passover 
 

Preparations 

Two or three months before Passover, 

Jewish women began making new pot-

tery dishes and cooking utensils (the old 

ones were smashed just before the holi-

day). Jewish Men wove cloth for new 

cloths and bedding. Nothing for the hol-

iday was bought from non-Jews. 
 

Passover Eve 

In the afternoon, all Jews went to the 

nearest river to wash themselves and 

their children. The village Kes (religious 

leader) visited every hut to make sure 

there was perfect cleanliness, and that 

no Chametz had been over looked. The 

ritual slaughterer killed a cow or sheep. 

The women baked keta (Ethiopian Mat-

za). 
 

The Seder 

 The ritual meal took place out-

doors, by moonlight. The Jews sat on 

the ground, separated by age and gen-

der. The sparse meal, of kita and meat, 

was eaten rapidly, as if they were indeed 

fleeing from Egypt. 
 The kes and the honored elders 

told the story of the Exodus. They asked 

the children questions. They placed 

much emphasis on the suffering the 

Jews endured as they struggled to reach 

the Promised Land -- as Ethiopian Jews, 

too, would struggle and suffer to make 

their way to Israel 
 

The First Day 

The community crowded into the tiny 

village synagogue for many hours of 

prayer, chanting and reading from the 

Orit (the Bible, written in Ge'ez). 
 

Passover Week 

 No work was done all week, 

except to prepare food. Throughout the 

week, everything was eaten as soon as it 

was cooked, to fulfill the Biblical in-

junction to leave nothing overnight. 

Even milk was drunk as soon as the cow 

provided it! The only exception: food 

for the Sabbath was prepared the pre-

ceding day. 
 The week long rituals gave the 

holiday a sense of holiness. Today, Ethi-

opian Jews in Israel remember their 

village Passovers as "giving us the feel-

ing the at we ourselves had truly taken 

part in the Exodus." 
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 The Seder can perhaps best be described as a 

"talk-feast." Conducted around a table laden with the 

bounty of the earth, it is people spending a leisurely 

evening engaged in good talk and good food. For the 

rabbis who formalized its procedures, Seder was the pre-

eminent vehicle of cultural transmission from one gener-

ation to the next. Long before printed books and formal 

schools, the yearly Seder night transformed every Jewish 

home into a classroom, with the Haggadah (from the He-

brew root "to tell") as the text.  

 The word "Seder" means order. The tradition 

understands the Passover table ritual as a fixed progres-

sion, 15 steps, a logical unfolding of the single most im-

portant Jewish lesson from the retelling of the single 

most significant Jewish experience. In actuality, the Pe-

sach Seder is one of the most carefully constructed learn-

ing experiences ever created. In an amazing combination 

of aural and tactile learning tasks, the Seder has some-

thing for everybody--drink, food, symbols, prayers, 

songs, stories, philosophy, text study, simulations, ritual 

actions--all designed with one overall goal: to take each 

person at the Seder back to Egypt, to re-enact the dra-

matic Exodus story, to make each one of us feel as she or 

he had actually been personally redeemed from Mitz-

rayim (Egypt). 

 The Pesach Seder is a talk-feast in four acts. 

Four is an all-important number in understanding the 

Haggadah. And so, here is the "script," the Seder outline. 

Act I: The Beginning 

The Prologue: Even before the Seder begins, there are a 

number of activities which create the setting. A produc-

tion of this magnitude cannot be staged without adequate 

preparation. Formal preparations can include ridding the 

house of chametz, "kashering" the kitchen for Passover, 

setting the Passover table, and preparing the meal. 

 

Hadlakat ha-Nerot (Lighting the Festival Candles): 

Before the seder begins, the Yom Tov (festival) candles 

are lit, signifying the begining of the holiday. 

 

Scene 1: Kadeish (The First Cup of Wine): The festival 

Kiddush is chanted, praising God who sanctifies the peo-

ple Israel and the Festival seasons, and thanking God for 

enabling us to reach this time of celebration. 

 

Scene 2: Ur'chatz (Wash Hands): In traditional homes it 

is the custom to wash hands before eating. Here, we 

wash hands as if preparing to eat, but without reciting a 

blessing. 

 

Scene 3: Karpas (Appetizer): A green vegetable is dipped 

in salt water, a reminder of the tears of our ancestors in 

Egypt. It is a kind of historic appetizer. 

 

Scene 4: Yachatz (Break the middle Matzah): The mat-

zah is introduced silently. We break the middle matzah in 

order to hide one portion as the afikomen, the "dessert" of 

our meal, a symbol of the redemption yet to come. 

 

Curtain: Ha Lachma Anya (Invitation): We uncover the 

matzot, calling them the "bread of affliction," for as we are 

about to begin our story, our ancestors are enslaved in 

Egypt. We invite all who are hungry or needy to join in our 

Pesach service and meal. As Act I closes, we acknowledge 

our slavery, but hope for our freedom. 

Act II: Maggid (The Telling) 

Act II is the heart of the seder experience. We tell the story 

of our Exodus from slavery to freedom in four ways, in 

four different tellings. Each telling begins with a question, 

to which an answer is given, and for which we praise God, 

the Hero of our story. 

 

Scene 1: The First Telling. The first telling begins with 

the famous Four Questions (really one question with four 

statements), traditionally asked by the youngest member of 

the seder party. The answer, which is to begin with the 

degradation of our people and end with the story of re-

demption, tells the story in one brilliant, concise sentence: 

"We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, but Adonai our God 

brought us forth with a mighty hand and with an out-

stretched arm." But this story deserves more than a one-

sentence summary, so, we have three more versions to 

come. God is deserving of praise which we pronounce four 

times. 

 

Scene 2: The Second Telling. The second telling begins 

with the question of the Four Children. Here, the Haggadah 

teaches us that to tell the story well, we must tell it differ-

ently to different types of learners. Although the questions 

are different, they all relate to the same central question: 

"What is this Passover service all about?" The answer in 

this telling goes back even earlier in Jewish history, back to 

The Seder Outline 

Continued on the next page 



Moses Montefiore Temple Bulletin Page 21 

our idol-worshipping roots. Yet, we recall the promise 

God made to Abraham to make his descendants a great 

nation. We praise God who kept a promise then and 

keeps the Covenant with us alive to this day. 

 

Scene 3: The Third Telling. The third telling offers the 

learner the core story of the Exodus as related in four 

verses in Deuteronomy. By exploring the meaning of 

these words, we embellish the answer, we flesh out the 

story of our liberation. The climax of  this story is the 

awe-full series of Ten Plagues which God brought upon 

Egypt, convincing Pharaoh to let the people go. We then 

praise God who, if God had performed only this one act 

of kindness, Dayeinu--it would have been enough! 

 

Scene 4: The Fourth Telling. The fourth telling returns 

to concrete symbols with questions about the Pesach 

(paschal lamb), matzah, and maror, the central symbols 

on the seder table. The specific questions are answered, 

but once again, the key question is "Why do we do this 

ritual? Why do we tell this story?" The answer is directed 

to each person, individually: "Because in each generation, 

every individual should feel as if he or she had actually 

been redeemed from Egypt." We are redeemed and there-

fore, we acclaim God with a new song, Halleluyah, and 

we praise Adonai, Redeemer of Israel. 

 

Curtain: Kos Sheini. (the second cup of wine) : Act II 

comes to a close with the sanctification of the second cup 

of wine, a reminder of God's promise to deliver us. We 

have told the Exodus story four times, we have relived 

the slavery and the liberation from bondage. We celebrate 

our redemption with a cup of wine. 

Act III: The Feast 

The third act of the talk-feast is the feast itself. As with 

all Jewish holiday meals, there are ritual actions before 

and after the meal. On Passover, some of these rituals are 

common to any Jewish meal (washing hands, motzi, bir-

kat ha-mazon), while others are specific to the Passover 

celebration (maror, korech, tzafun). The importance of 

these rituals is to underscore the fact that this is no ordi-

nary meal. In fact, it is no ordinary Festival meal. It is the 

Pesach feast which we reenact today as our ancestors did 

on that fateful night in Egypt. To some observers, this is 

the climax of the seder itself; we eat the matzah, the 

maror, and the korech--substitute for the paschal sacri-

fice, just as the Israelites did on the eve of Passover. 

 

Scene 1: Prepare to eat 

We actually began the preparation for the meal at the very 

beginning of the seder with the kiddush. Then, we washed 

without a blessing and ate an appetizer, the karpas. Now, 

we continue the preliminaries to the feast by performing 

the four ritual acts:  

 Rachtza) (Washing) --we wash our hands and 

recite the blessing for this act which precedes the 

breaking of bread at every traditional Jewish 

meal.  

 Motzi/Matza (Motzi/Blessing of the Matzah)--

we praise God, first for the general blessing of 

bringing forth the bread from the earth, and then for the 

specific blessing of matzah, the bread of freedom.  

 Maror--we eat the bitter herbs, symbol of our 

former slavery.  

 Koreich--we bind the matzah and maror together, 

just as Rabbi Hillel did at his seder nearly 2000 

years ago as a reminder of the paschal offering on 

Passover night.  

 

Scene 2: Schulchan Orech (Set the Table): The festive 

meal is eaten. 

 

Scene 3: Tzafun (Dessert): We find or redeem that which 

is tzafun--hidden, the afikomen. It is our dessert, the last 

morsel of food eaten at the seder, a symbol of redemption. 

 

Scene 4: Bareich (Blessing after the food): We praise 

God for providing us food, the Promised Land, the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread, Jerusalem, and all the goodness we 

have in our lives. 

 

Curtain:  Kos Shli'shee (The third cup of wine): The 

meal concludes with the third cup of wine, another re-

minder of God's promise of redemption. 

 

Act IV: Redemption 

We have told the story of the Exodus. We have eaten the 

symbolic foods and the festive meal. Now, we celebrate 

our redemption, with praise for God the Redeemer and 

prayers for our ultimate redemption in Messianic times. 

We sing songs of praise, songs of joy, we recognize the 

harvest season, and we conclude with the final cup of 

wine and the prayer for our return to Jerusalem. 

 

Scene 1: Eliahu ha-Navi (Elijah the Prophet): The re-

demption theme is sounded by the lilting, hopeful strains 

of "Elliahu ha-Navi," welcoming to the table Elijah the 

Prophet, harbinger of the Messiah. 

Continued from the previous page 
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Pesach is a joyous time of year, with friends and family gathered around the ta-

ble, singing songs, sharing food, recounting our experiences in leaving the slav-

ery of Egypt behind us. Pesach is supposed to stimulate memory, and so we all 

have our remembrances of Seders past. We remember sitting together with those 

whom we loved, usually a grandparent seated at the head of the table, leading 

the family in worship on this solemn/joyous/sacred night.   

 

For many of us, the sight of Grandfather seated there at the head of the table re-

mains our most vivid memory. Imagine my delight, then, when a congregant 

once told me that my seder reminded him of his grandfather's, and that he hadn't 

had a seder like that in many years. What he was trying to say was that I had 

evoked some of those early childhood memories, waiting to sing Dayenu, watch-

ing to see if the wine level in Elijah's cup would really drop as they said it 

would, searching for the Afikoman, and falling asleep with Grandfather's face 

the last thing before our sleep blurred eyes. I was humbled and honored, and at 

the same time, I felt a nostalgic twinge, recalling Seders of my youth, and I tried 

to remember what it was about those Seders that I most remembered.   

 

Like them, I remembered my grandfather, the smells of cooking, the delicious 

foods, the matzah, and everything else. But with the passage of years, my grand-

father's Seder became a thing of the past. It was my father, now become the fam-

ily patriarch, sitting at the head of the table. Yet the Seder was the same, the 

foods, the singing, the feeling of joy, and the sense of recapturing those mo-

ments of so long ago when we relived the experience of going out of Egypt. 

 

In time, I grew up, and feeling somewhat strange, slid into the place at the head 

of the table. Looking around, I see my wife and children, my mother occasional-

ly attending, telling me that my Seder is like my father's. Friends and family take their seats around the table where 

once the grownups sat, and I realize that we are now the grownups. And the crowd of children where once I and my 

friends and my cousins played has picked up the tradition and is raucously enjoying the same Seder that I loved when I 

was their age. And I remember. I remember my father's Seder, though he's been gone over twenty-five years. I remem-

ber my grandfather's Seder, half a century ago. And the memories of their Seders mingle with mine and I remember 

what it is that I remember. I remember that I am a Jew who left Egypt, and who promised God that every year, I would 

celebrate this event, precisely so that I might remember. I remember that my grandfather and my father brought their 

joy and their spirit to the Seder. I remember so that I might relive the experience each year, and pass the memories on to 

my children, as did my father before me, and his father before him. It is in this fashion that my Grandfather's Seder re-

mains intact today, as vibrant as it was when he sat at the head of the table. Some day, if it pleases God, I will be the 

grandfather who sits there, and my grandchildren will remember that it was I who gave them that. 

 

And now, as the Talmud so often asks, mai nafka minei--what is the point of all this? The point is that you don't have to 

come to my house to see your grandfather's Seder. You can do it at your home just as well as I do it at mine. You can 

take your memories of Passover and make them come alive around your table, providing your children and your grand-

children something of Jewish value that will stay with them through the years. You can make your grandfather's Seder 

your own, and with it, succeed in transmitting your Jewish faith through the ages.  
 

Continued from the previous page 

 

Scene 2: Hallel (Songs of Praise): 

The recitation of Hallel which began 

before the meal with Halleluyah, now 

continues with the remaining psalms 

of praise for God who redeems the 

people Israel. 

 

Scene 3:  Songs: With the formal re-

quirement of the seder completed, the 

mood turns more festive with the 

singing of songs which celebrate our 

rejoicing. 

 

Curtain: Kos R'vi'i/Nirtzah (The 

fourth cup of wine/acceptance): The 

seder now draws to a conclusion, 

marked by the fourth cup of wine and 

a prayer that our seder be accepted 

and the promise of our redemption be 

fulfilled. We end with the messianic 

hope spoken by generations of Jews: 

"Next year in Jerusalem!" 
 

 
This seder outline was adapted by Temple Israel in 

Westport CT, from The Art of Jewish Living: The 

Passover Seder by Dr. Ron Wolfson, published by 

the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs and the Uni-
versity of Judaism, 1988 

 

Seder Through the Generations 
By Rabbi Eric A. Silver  
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7 vs. 8 days of Passover 
 

 It is not just Pesach... Reform Jews observe seven, not eight days of Sukkot, and one, not two days of 

Shavuot. About Rosh Hashanah, Reform Jews USED to observe only one day, but there is a growing trend 

towards two day observance. 

 The short answer is that Reform Judaism in this regard follows the Torah, and not the LATER tradi-

tion of adding an "extra" day if you live outside the land of Israel. The extra day was added, in the era BE-

FORE the Jewish calendar was calibrated mathematically, when the beginning of the new moon depended on 

the report of witnesses coming to the ancient Temple indicating that they had seen the new moon the previ-

ous night. 

 The reason for the witnesses is this: the Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar (with solar adjustments, 

because our holidays are agriculturally based, and depend on the sun, so, since the lunar year is eleven days 

SHORTER than the solar year, if we followed ONLY the lunar calendar the holidays and the seasons would 

soon be out of sync -- therefore we add an extra lunar month every few years... just to keep things in the right 

solar season). The lunar month is EITHER 29 or 30 days long. In the days before we could use astronomy to 

predict far in advance what the particular month would be, we depended on witnesses. If they say the new 

moon on the 29th night, the authorities declared that month a SHORT month. If not, it would have to be the 

next night, so no witnesses were needed. 

 The start of the month, of course, determines the precise dates for the coming month... hence, the 

whole question of on which days to observe the holidays (Pesach is the 14th of Nissan, but will that be on a 

Tue or a Wed? Depends when the first of Nissan is) depends on the precision in the calendar. Because of the 

lack of certainty, the custom developed outside the land of Israel, in the years before the calendar was cali-

brated mathematically, of adding an EXTRA day to many holidays, to make sure that we were celebrating it 

at exactly the right time, no matter what. 

 The founders of Reform Judaism said, look, this is silly. The Torah commands seven days. And sci-

ence has FOR CENTURIES told us what the right days are to be. We gave up the eye witness accounts of the 

new moon almost two thousand years ago. So let's do what the Torah says, not this rabbinically added extra 

day.  (You will note that Rosh Hashanah is an exception -- it is celebrated for two days EVEN IN ISRAEL. 

This is because it falls on the FIRST day of the month... if witnesses came at 10 am and said they saw the 

new moon last night, everyone would have to say ... oops, we were already supposed to be in shul!! No time 

to get the word out as to whether it was a long or short month, so let's cover all our bases. Because some Re-

form Jews are now Zionists, and believe in following the Israeli calendar as a matter of principle, some are 

now observing two days for RH.) 

 And THAT is why many Reform Jews observe only seven days for Pesach. 
 

Rabbi Michael Feshbach 


