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Shabbat Schedule 
Friday, January 4, 2013 

FIRST FRIDAY CELEBRATION 

5:45 Shabbat Dinner  

7:00 Shabbat Services 
 

Saturday, January 5, 2013 

Torah: Shemot Exodus 1:1-6:1:23; 

Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:12, 29:22, 23  

11:00 Torah Study 
 

Friday, January 11, 2013 

5:45 Shabbat Nosh  

6:15  Shabbat Services 
 

Saturday, January 12, 2013 

Torah:  Va’era Exodus 8:2-9:35 Haf-

tarah: Isaiah 66:1– 24 

9:30 Shabbat Morning Services 

11:00 Torah Study 
 

Friday, January 18,  2013 

5:45 Shabbat Nosh  

6:15  Shabbat Services 
Special Debbie Friedman Musical        

services as we observe the second     

yahrzeit of Debbie’s passing. 

Guests:  Fairbury First United Methodist 

Church in Fairbury, IL. 
 

Saturday, January 19, 2013 

Torah:  Bo,  Exodus 10:1-13:16 Haf-

tarah: Jeremiah 48:13-28 

11:00 Torah Study 
 

Friday, January 25, 2013  

6:15  Shabbat Services & Tu  

B’Shevat Seder 
Traveler’s Blessing for Becky Koshner, 

departing for Israel on 1/27.   Note:  

there will be NO Shabbat Nosh for this 

Shabbat. 
 

Saturday, January 26, 2013 

Torah: Vayechi Genesis 37:1-40:23; 

Haftarah: Zech. 2:14-4:7 

9:30 Shabbat Morning Services 

11:00 Torah Study 

 In 1881, Meyer Livingston arrived in 

Bloomington with a Torah from Germany.  On 

May 14, 1882, a meeting was held to found a 

congregation here.  Exactly seven years and 

one week later, at 4:00 p.m. on May 21, 1889, 

the dedication exercises of the new, exquisite-

ly beautiful Moses Montefiore Congregation 

were held.  During those exercises, Aaron 

Livingston, the first president of the congrega-

tion was presented with the key to the Syna-

gogue.  He responded:  “I accept this key and 

with it throw open the doors of this house to 

all who wish to enter, to the glad, the happy, 

to the care worn and the grief stricken, to the 

sick and the poor, to high and low, to the 

stranger and the alien, these doors ae open, 

this house is free and all are welcome and all 

who enter here will find hope and peace.” 

 From it’s very inception, MMT prid-

ed itself on it’s open and welcoming nature, 

and defined itself as a community in which 

members will find hope and peace.  It is those 

values, articulated from the start, which drew 

me here, and which make me so very proud to 

be your rabbi.  From the first, I felt this was a 

community I wanted to call home.  That feel-

ing has only grown stronger over the months 

I’ve been here.    

 Those months have been spent trying 

to get to know all of you, to learn about the 

community, and to make it our home.  They 

have been punctuated by the High Holy Days, 

the NCHS shooting, our first Open House, my 

first Food Fair, our wedding, and Installation.   

 As Jack and I planned our wedding, it 

was clear to us that you had become our local 

family.  And it was with great joy that we 

shared our wedding day with you.  With so 

many of you here to share this special sacred 

moment in time with us, we felt surrounded by 

love, caring, goodness and support.  And we 

could not have been happier.  Having all of 

you share the day with us made it ever so 

much more special.  Thank you. 

 Three short weeks later, we celebrat-

ed together again, this time it my instal-

lation as your rabbi.  It was an absolute-

ly wonderful evening I will never forget.  

This was also a special sacred moment 

in time.  You, as congregants, and I as 

Rabbi promised to move forward to-

gether, to work together, pray together, 

create meaning together, celebrate and 

mourn together.  I could not have been 

prouder to officially become your rabbi.  

I look forward to many, many years of 

shared sacred work and growth with 

you. 

 So many of you worked so 

hard to make the night special.  I cannot 

thank you enough.  Unfortunately,  there 

isn’t enough room to list all of you!  The 

chairs and members of the Search and 

Transition Committees without whom I 

would not be here, those who hosted me 

for Shabbat Dinners, Meet & Greets and 

provided housing throughout the sum-

mer; the Installation Chairs and Recep-

tion Committee chairs and members; 

including bakers and decorators, and all 

sorts of additional helpers, the MMT 

Music Makers,  the numerous talented 

vocalists and instrumentalists from our 

congregation, our President Steve Bern-

stein who spoke so eloquently, our new 

Cantorial Soloist Hilary Bair, Guest 

Accompanist Byron Brownstein, Rabbi 

Susan Talve of Central Reform Congre-

gation in St. Louis, and our own Rabbi 

Emeritus Paul Kaplan.  And all of you 

for being there, for caring, for your will-

ingness to experiment, for your support, 

and for being willing to embark on this 

exciting journey with me.   

 Finally, a special thank you to 

my husband Jack, who not only married 

me, and my children but also married a 

rabbi, a congregation, and a new com-

munity, and has done so with good hu-

mor, warmth, grace, dignity, and love. 
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 Wow! I can’t believe 2013 is already here  This year promises 

to be a great one for music here at MMT.  Starting with our Tu B’She-

vat Seder on January 25th where both the MMT Music Makers as well 

as some surprise musicians will perform, continuing with our ABBA 

inspired Purim Shpiel “Megillah Mia” on February 23rd, including our 

exciting “Shabbat Alive” service with Jewish Rock Musician Rick 

Recht on March 1st,  this new secular year is already off to a very    

musical start!   

 In addition to all of these great events, I invite each and every 

one of you to share your musical talents with the congregation. Is there 

a contemplative instrumental piece you are working on that could help 

prepare us for prayer at the beginning of our service?  Are you a closet 

shower musician craving an audience?  Have you always wanted to 

introduce your MMT family to a version of one of the prayers you re-

member from your childhood?   Would you like to sing a duet but nev-

er had a partner with whom to sing?   Now is your chance!   I love 

making music with other people and would very much enjoy working 

with you.   The famous American author and poet, Henry David Tho-

reau once said "The woods would be very silent if the only birds that 

sang were those who sang best..."   In other words, whatever your   

experience level is, is where you are, and that is just fine with me.     

So join me!  

 As you know I split my time between serving as Cantorial So-

loist and MMT Executive Director. I am very proud to be the first Ex-

ecutive Director here at MMT! Being the first also means that some 

people are not familiar with the position and its duties.  Some of you 

may ask, “What is an Executive Director?” and, “What does she do?”.  

 Very good questions! An Executive Director serves as the 

chief administrative officer of the congregation in accordance with the 

principals, guidelines and objectives set forth by the MMT Board/ 

Trustees and the Constitution and By-Laws of the Temple. She is re-

sponsible for the implementation of the policies of the MMT Board 

and Trustees and provides the day-to-day management of administra-

tive affairs. She has direct supervisory jurisdiction over our building 

maintenance personal. In a congregation of our size that means I do 

everything from answer the phones and emails, to supervising mainte-

nance projects, to making sure invitation are sent out for events. In ad-

dition to the above I also serve as the Program Assistant to Rabbi 

Lynn, helping with things such as, set up for classes and lectures to 

making arrangements for our larger programs. So what is an Executive 

Director? Here at MMT it is a little bit of everything and I LOVE IT!! 

Thank you for making me your first Executive Director. I can’t wait to 

see what we will be able to achieve together as a Temple family.  

Notes from  

Hilary 
Cantorial Soloist/Executive Director 

Important 

January 

Dates 

10:   Membership Committee 

 6:30 

 

13:   Infothon by Transition            

 Committee  11:00 

 

13:   High School Program at 

 Temple  12-2 

 

15:   Board Meeting 7:00 

 

17:  Open Call/Information 

            Meeting for Purim 

   Shpiel 

 

17:   Library Committee  

 Meeting  7:00 pm 

 

20:   Hebrew Marathon 12-7 

 

22:   Bulletin Deadline 

 

25:   Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 

27:  MMT Annual Meeting 

 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 

Introduction to Judaism class 

 

Thursday evenings beginning 

1/17  Purim Shpiel Practice 

 

Friday, February 1:  Installation 

of new Temple Board of Trus-

tees during Shabbat Services. 
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We Believe in  

Life-Long Jewish Learning! 
 

We are never too old, or too busy, or too wise  
to continue learning! 

 

 

Saturday mornings, 11-12:15  
Torah Study  

 
Wednesday evenings, 7-9 pm  

Introduction to Judaism 
 

Sunday, January 20;  noon-7 pm 
One Day Learn to Read Hebrew Marathon 

 
Saturday, February 9;  7 pm 

How Safe is our Drinking Water?  How Can We Make it Safer? 
With Dr. David Rubin, ISU Biology Professor 

 
Sunday, February 10, 7 pm 

Introduction to Judaism, Unit 1 Make-Up 
 

Saturday , February 16th 7:30 pm 
Middle East Update 

With Chaim Shacham, Consul General of the State of Israel 
 

Coming this Spring! 
American Jewish History 
With Rabbi Paul Kaplan 

 

All classes are taught by Rabbi Lynn unless otherwise noted. 
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Tu B’Shevat Explained 
 Tu B'Shevat, literally the 15th day of the Hebrew 

month of Shevat, is called Rosh Hashanah La'Ilanot, the 

new year for the trees. Originally a time for the tithing of 

the fruit crop, the rabbis taught that on Tu B’Shevat, God 

decided which plants would die and which survive during 

the coming year. Trees and plants, being living organisms 

were also believed to be worthy of God's favor. Tu B’She-

vat marks the point when rabbis say that the fruit of the 

trees - nourished by winter rains - begins to form.  Thus 

while snow may still be on the ground in some places, Tu 

B'shevat also signals the upcoming harvest and the arrival 

of spring. On this holiday, we celebrate the early spring 

rebirth, the time in Israel when the rains of winter are sup-

posed to slacken off and life reawaken. We hope that the 

fruits that form on Tu B'shevat will harvested for the Pass-

over Seder.  

 In the time of the Temple, Tu B'shevat marked the 

start of the fiscal year according to which farmers were 

taxed on their harvests. In modern times we recall this by 

eating a special sampling of fruits grown in Israel at a fes-

tive Tu B'Shevat meal; carob olives, dates, grapes, and 

figs.  Observance of this holiday traditionally included the 

chanting of Psalms, particularly Psalm 104, which cele-

brates the life-giving rain.  

 In the 16th century, in the city of Tsfat, known for 

its population of mystics, rabbis taught that one of  the 

aspects of God, called S'firot, was a tree: a Tree of Life, 

through whose roots, trunk, and branches coursed the life 

of the universe. The mystics saw the 15th of Shevat as 

more than a minor festival. According to Rabbi Arthur 

Waskow in Seasons of Our Joy,  they took this day as the 

date the Tree of Life actually renewed the flow of life. 

They celebrated by eating the fruits of trees in a way they 

considered to be holy, by the saying of blessings and with 

kavannah, the direction of proper intention. The human 

action of eating the fruit and saying blessings over them 

was intended to maintain and encourage this mystical life-

flow in partnership with God.   

 The mystics also developed a Seder for the 15th 

of Shevat that included drinking the traditional four cups 

of wine with which we are so familiar. Here, though, the 

first cup is white, then a blush wine is made of the second 

cup by mixing some red wine with the white. The third 

cup is darker still, half white, half red, until the fourth cup 

contains only a drop of white wine. The four cups of wine 

symbolize the seasons:  the white being winter; light pink, 

or spring is a time the earth begins to ripen and grow.  The 

summer is represented by the dark pink, reminding us of 

the continuing ripening and deepening of the earth. The 

autumn’s harvest bounty is represented by the red wine.  

 On the Seder plate are four kinds of fruits:  fruit 

with an outer shell that was discarded before eating 

(coconut. pomegranate, almonds), fruit with pits that are 

not edible (olives, dates),  fruit without shells or pits, 

(figs, grapes, apples); and dried fruits. The shell around 

the fruit is protective, reminding us that just as the shell 

protects the fruit, and God protects us, we must protect 

the environment.  The second fruit, that with a pit, re-

minds us that there is a spark of the Divine in each of us.  

Thus, we need to act “god-like” in taking care of the 

earth.  The fruit with no shell or pit reminds us that there 

are no barriers between us and God.  Finally, the dried 

fruit is dried so it can be saved for the future.  We need to 

take the appropriate actions so that the earth will be saved 

for future generations.   

 Observance of Tu B'Shevat also has a secular 

aspect, as the holiday is sometimes referred to as Chag 

Hanetiot (Holiday of Planting). The restoration of the 

Land of Israel by the planting of trees is well known to all 

of us. Tu B'Shevat in Israel is traditionally a tree planting 

day for young and old. For decades now, Jews throughout 

the world have contributed money to the Jewish National 

Fund (Keren K'yemet L'Yisrael) to share in the planting 

of trees.  

 How can you observe Tu B’Shevat?  Join us for a 

special Seder on Friday, January 25th at 6:15 pm.  Our 

Seder includes a pot luck dairy dinner.  Look to our Shab-

bat Happenings Friday emails for more details.   

 Another important way to observe Tu B’Shevat is 

to plant trees in Israel.  Planting a tree in Israel is the per-

fect way to show you care. You can plant trees for many 

different reasons and help green the land of Israel while 

sending a special gift to a friend or loved one. For each 

order, a beautiful certificate of your choice is mailed to 

the recipient with your own personal message. Plant trees 

for all of these occasions: birth, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, grad-

uation, wedding, birthday, get-well wish, or in memory of 

someone special. Over the last 100 years, the Jewish Na-

tional Fund has planted over 250 million trees in the land 

of Israel on behalf of millions of donors.  To plant  a tree, 

go to the JNF website at www.jnf.org!  It’s an important 

mitzvah. 
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LOCK-IN!!! 
Pizza dinner, crafts, games, food decorating, & more 

 

Where:  MMT 

Who:   Religious School Kids 

When:   Friday, Jan. 18th to the 19th 

Time:   5 p.m.—9:30 a.m. 

              Pick up for children not sleeping over:  8:30 pm 

Fee:   $10 

RSVP:   MMT Office 
 

 

Bring:  sleeping bag, pjs, toothbrush, and anything else for a sleepover. 
 

Questions?  Contact Leah Cohen at Lcohen2 @gmail.com or 847-414-9936 
Sponsored by MMTYG—Moses Montefiore Temple Youth Group 

SISTERHOOD 
Sunday, Feb. 17th, noon:  Sisterhood Annual Meeting &  Luncheon 

 

Incoming Board 

President:  Brooke Davison 

Vice President:  Lisa Hunt         Secretary:  Janet Rubin         Treasurer:  Hannah Eisner 

Past Presidents:  Donna Lebow, Beth Sender 

Don’t forget your $36 dues should be paid by February 17th 
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CALLING ALL  
 

Singers, Musicians, Actors, Directors, 

Costume Designers, Set Designers etc. 
 

Can you sing? Do you play an instrument? Can you 

read lines? Would you like to design props or a set? 

Can you help with the technical stuff? Do you want to 

do costumes?  

 

Join us for the… 

Open Call / Organizational Meeting  

for our Purim Shpiel! 

 

Thursday, January 17, 2013 

7:00 PM in the Social Hall  

 

Can you believe it. It’s already time to think about 

Purim! This year, Purim begins on Saturday evening, 

February 24th!  

 

This year, we will present a very special performance 

of the incredibly exciting, Purim Shpiel "Megillah 

Mia", by Cantor Norman Roth. It is fast-moving, fun, 

funny and warmhearted shpiel all done to the music of 

ABBA. Cantor Roth’s Purim Shpiels are performed 

each year at Congregations large and small through-

out the country, always to great acclaim. 

  

If you’ve always wanted to be involved with the   

Theater...THIS IS YOUR CHANCE! Please let our 

Cantorial Soloist, Hilary Bair, know that you are in-

terested in participating in our Purim Shpiel. Email or 

call the office today!  

 

Please note: If you are not able to make this meeting 

please let Hilary know and she will put you on the list 

of participants. Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed for  

FREE Super Bowl Party  

for the Homeless! 

Wesley UMC and Moses Montefiore Temple are      

co-sponsoring a special Super Bowl party for the 

homeless on Feb. 3. Our special guests will be the  

residents of Home Sweet Home and SafeHarbor.  

With so many guests, we need lots of help! Here's 

how you can help: 

 Donations of :  

 Table games (especially games that 

could be sent back to the shelters after 

the end of the evening)  

 Good, clean used (or new) toys for the 

children to take home  

 Personal care items: shampoo, soap, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste , disposable 

razors 

 Clothing items (new or gently used): 

socks, underwear (men's and women's, 

any size), scarves, hats, gloves  

 pre-packaged (not homemade) snacks 

 We also need lots and lots of VOLUNTEERS! 

There are a variety of shifts for greeters, chil-

dren's activity room, set up and take down, bus 

chaperones, etc.  

To volunteer, or for more information, call Rabbi 

Lynn at 662-3182 or ralygold@sbcglobal.net or Pastor 

Camilla at 827-8046 or chempstead@wesley-

umc.com   
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This Passover ...  

Read the Four Questions in the original Hebrew!! 

One-Day 

Learn to Read Hebrew Marathon  
 

Sunday, January 20  
12:30 pm until about 7:00 pm  

At Moses Montefiore Congregation Congregation  

Cost: $36 per person donation for non-members.    

   $12 per person for members (cost of textbook/shipping) 
 

Includes the textbook and all handouts  

Please bring a snack to share with everyone  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
YES: I/We want to participate in this special class. Enclosed please find my donation of $36.00  

PARTICIPANT(S):     PHONE (Home/Cell)    EMAIL  
 

 

Please return this form with payment by January 15th to  MMT, 102 Robinhood Lane, Bloomington, IL 61701  

Please make checks out to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  
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Tikkun Olam; the Social Action Committee of MMT – 

Gearing up for the big  

Superbowl Party for the Homeless: an interfaith project and we need YOU! 

 

By Naomi Wilansky, Tikkun Olam Chairperson 

 

 

We’ve completed a number of projects since the last bulletin:  

 

 The Chanukah Book Drive benefitting Cedar Ridge School this past December was a success! The 

representatives of the school were thrilled with the $475.00 worth of books that the $225.00 do-

nated by YOU purchased at the Scholastic book sale! 

 The Holiday Party at Crossroads was also a success! A number of MMT members came out and 

bought gifts and so the artisans were rewarded, the congregant’s gift recipients were rewarded, 

Crossroads benefitted and MMT received a check for $115.00 (15% of the sales to congregants!) 

 Safe Harbor Christmas Dinner was also a huge success -We had so many volunteers that some 

couldn’t participate (look out for another opportunity probably in April!) We served approximately 

70 people a wonderful dinner planned by all of us and overseen by Harry Jacobs who was a chef for 

20yrs. Special thanks to Barb Macke, Fran Brandau, Roger Day, Tami Martin, Julie Loy, Eva & Mark 

Wyman, Dave Silver, Laura & Ken Berk, Sharon Shattan, George and Myra Gordon, Harry Jacobs and 

Aingeal Stone, Michael & Elaine Herzog, Dan & Hannah Liechty and Naomi Wilansky. (see pics on 

another page) 

 The Brunch and talk with the Regional Director of the ADL, Karen Aroesty, was Sunday January 6th. 

She was an engaging speaker, the attendance was great and everyone engaged in an interactive vid-

eo about racism and discrimination in a high school setting. 

 

 Mark Your Calendar: Our very first Super Bowl Party for the Homeless! We will YOU! 

 When? Sunday, February 3, Set up will begin at 3pm, doors open to our guests at 4:30pm, clean up 

will be done by 10pm. 

 Where? Wesley United Methodist Church in Bloomington on Washington St. (they are cosponsors 

for this event with us). The church has a great deal of space, a cook, 2 busses, and a 10 ft by 30 ft 

screen on which to watch the game!    

 

Continued on the next page 
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Why a Super Bowl Party for the Homeless?      From Halloween to New Years, and especially from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas, everyone makes a big effort to help the homeless.  Then January comes, volunteers disappear, and the days 

are dark, dismal, cold, and lonely.  January and February are the months with the highest rates of suicide among the 

homeless.  Our Super Bowl Party will give the homeless something to which to look forward; a bright spot in a long, 

hard winter.  We will be providing snacks, dinner, sports trivia games, prizes, personal hygiene items, underwear & 

socks, scarves, hats gloves and mittens.  We will also be providing toys and games for the children. 
 

Where do YOU fit in?   
 Start collecting personal hygiene items:  soaps, shampoo, disposable razors, hand cream, lip balm, combs and 

brushes.  Consider buying some new underwear and heavy, warm socks to donate.  Go through that sock 

drawer, and donate gently used socks.  Start to collect scarves and gloves and mittens.  Ask your coworkers, 

friends, and neighbors to donate.    

There are already collection boxes at Temple for these items and bigger boxes will be coming.   
 Help with Sports Trivia questions: Special thanks to Tommy Lebow for agreeing to put together sports trivia 

contests.  Can you help him?   

This event is replacing our annual Mitzvah Day and we need 50-75 volunteers from Temple on February 3rd. We aren’t sure how 

many to expect since this is our first effort.  However, we do anticipate that there could be as many as 200 homeless guests at our 

party!     Volunteers on Super Bowl day will work in shifts. Please let Naomi Wilansky (nwilan@yahoo.com or 309-825-8818) or 

Hilary at MMT know when and how you would like to volunteer (shifts will be scheduled from 3pm-10pm that night and you are 

welcome to come and watch the game, interact with our guests and other volunteers before or after your shift.) The options are: 

 

 Help with set-up 3-4:30 

 Make decorations ahead of time and help put them up during set-up 

 Help with food prep and/or serving 

 Be a greeter/security at a posted place (let me know what shift you are interested in shifts begin ~4:15 with 

orientation) 

 Staff the room of give aways (shifts will be scheduled from 6:30 to the end) 

 Staff the childcare room (we need adults and welcome the youth group—adults need to fill out a form for 

background check.) 

 Staff the volunteer room 

 Staff the room with table games for adults (shifts will be scheduled from 6:30pm to the end) 

 Bus riders (2 needed from MMT for each driving shift; church will provide drivers and busses. Driving shifts will 

go from 4:15 – 6pm, there will be a shift at half time, and then after the game.) 

 Snack re-fillers (this could be done by older children too; shifts will be scheduled throughout the event.) 

 Staff kid’s gifts distribution area (As the kids leave. Probably room 104 – also the volunteer room) 

Lastly: 
 Would you like to join our committee???  We’d love to have you.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Tues Jan-

uary 29th 6:30pm at MMT. 
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American Jews played a significant role in the found-

ing and funding of some of the most important civil 

rights organizations 

.  

Judaism teaches respect for the fundamental rights of 

others as each person's duty to God. "What is hateful 

to you, do not do to your neighbor" (Babylonian Tal-

mud, Shabbat 31a). Equality in the Jewish tradition is 

based on the concept that all of God's children are 

"created in the image of God" (Genesis 1:27). From 

that flows the biblical injunction "You shall have one 

law for the stranger and the citizen alike: for I Adonai 

am your God" (Leviticus 24:22). 

 

American Jews played a significant role in the found-

ing and funding of some of the most important civil 

rights organizations, including the National Associa-

tion for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP), the Leadership Conference on Civil and 

Human Rights, the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference (SCLC) and the Student Nonviolent Co-

ordination Committee (SNCC). In 1909, Henry Mos-

cowitz joined W.E.B. DuBois and other civil rights 

leaders to found the NAACP. Kivie Kaplan, a vice-

chairman of the Union of American Hebrew Congre-

gations (now the Union for Reform Judaism), served 

as the national president of the NAACP from 1966 to 

1975. Arnie Aronson worked with A. Philip Ran-

dolph and Roy Wilkins to found the Leadership Con-

ference. 

 

From 1910 to 1940, more than 2,000 primary and sec-

ondary schools and twenty black colleges (including 

Howard, Dillard and Fisk universities) were estab-

lished in whole or in part by contributions from Jew-

ish philanthropist Julius Rosenwald. At the height of 

the so-called "Rosenwald schools," nearly forty per-

cent of southern blacks were educated at one of these 

institutions. 

 

During the Civil Rights Movement, Jewish activists 

represented a disproportionate number of whites in-

volved in the struggle. Jews made up half of the 

young people who participated in the Mississippi 

Freedom Summer in 1964. Leaders of the Reform 

Movement were arrested with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. in St. Augustine, Florida, in 1964 after a 

challenge to racial segregation in public accommoda-

tions. Most famously, Rabbi Abraham Joshua 

Heschel marched arm-in-arm with Dr. King in his 

1965 March on Selma. 

 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights 

Act of 1965 were drafted in the conference room of 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, under 

the aegis of the Leadership Conference, which for 

decades was located in the RAC's building. The Jew-

ish community has continued its support of civil 

rights laws addressing persistent discrimination in 

voting, housing and employment against not only 

women and people of color but also in the gay, lesbi-

an, bisexual and transgender community and the disa-

bled community. Rabbi David Saperstein, director of 

the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, is 

currently the only non-African-American member of 

the NAACP board. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of Martin Luther King Jr 

Jews and the Civil Rights Movement  
 

from the website of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism  www.rac.org 
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For 

Featuring 

Danny Maseng, Marilyn Price and Jordan Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
along with 

Cantor Ellen Dreskin and Fran Uditsky Moss 
Thursday, February 28, 4 pm - Sunday morning, March 3, 2013 

 
Workshops, intensives and sharing circles are designed to provide storytellers, 
worship leaders and youth workers with new material as well as guided opportunities 

MAGGID Storytelling Workshop 
OSRUI‛s Newest Program for All Those Who Enjoy the World of Stories 

For more information or to register: 
OSRUIprograms@urj.org    847-239-6984 

URJ Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute   Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
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m

e. 

 

My name is Julie Loy, and I am 

part of the membership commit-

tee. I grew up in Missouri and 

moved to Bloomington 12 years 

ago. My husband is a business 

analyst at State Farm. We have 

2 children. Our daughter, Han-

nah-Kate is 12 years old and in 

7th grade at Evans Jr. High. Our 

son is 9 years old and in 4th 

grade at Benjamin Elementary. I teachpreschool part time at Wes-

ley's Bright Beginnings at Wesley United Methodist Church in 

downtown Bloomington. I also work one day a week at Frogs & 

Fairies, a children's resale boutique. In my free time I enjoy reading, 

baking, spending time with family & friends, and shopping!  

 

 Joining the membership committee, I 

am excited to be a part of the activities being 

planned for all our Temple members!  

 My husband Lambert and I moved to 

Bloomington six years ago. We came to be 

near family and were happy to join a most 

special Jewish community.  

 My husband and I were both teachers; 

Lam taught high school and  college Ameri-

can literature and composition while I taught 

every level from second grade to eighth grade 

to gifted to mentoring new teachers at the uni-

versity.  

 We both were born in Aurora, IL and 

lived there until we "retired" to Las Vegas, 

NV where we continued to work for ten more 

years. Missing special times with our grand-

children, we moved to Bloomington. That has 

continued to be a joy! 

 Now we are looking forward to meet-

ing you as we join together to be a part of 

MMT.   

  Barbara Kern 
 

 

Meet Our Membership Committee 

Chris a
nd Lisa

 H
unt are orig

inally
 fro

m Sonoma County in North
ern 

Califo
rnia and have made their h

ome in centra
l Il

lin
ois s

ince 2001. C
hris 

is a
 competiti

ve intellig
ence researcher at S

tate Farm
 In

surance in 

Bloomington. L
isa

 is 
a tra

de sh
ow coordinator at IC

 Flow Contro
ls i

n 

Norm
al. T

hey have tw
o girls

, R
achel 16, our re

sid
ent histo

ry professo
r 

and 60’s s
ubcultu

re fanatic, and our fa
shionista

 M
arisa

 13, w
ho was a

 

Bat M
itzvah at M

oses M
ontefio

re this l
ast s

ummer. T
he Hunt’s 

enjoy 

good fri
ends, g

ood wine (C
alifo

rnian of course
!) a

nd tra
vel, m

ost r
ecent-

ly visit
ing London, E

ngland.  

Coming Next Month…… 
 

Brooke Davison 

Donnelle Pressburger 

 

Also members of the   

Membership Committee! 

 

Chris and Lisa (below) 
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Ray & Laurie Bergner in honor of  

Alan Novick’s and Linda Simkins’ 

Wedding 

 

Lentschner Fund 
 

Paul Shapiro in memory of Ger-

trude & August Fellheimer 

 

Library Fund  
 

Ned, Riki, Shuli, & Michael  

Leiken in memory of Ned’s cousin 

Michael Kramer   

 

Plaque Fund  
 

Paul Shapiro Tree of Life leaf In 

memory of Gertrude & August 

Fellheimer 

 

Gordon Camp Fund  
 

Beth & Alan Sender in honor of 

George and Myra Gordon's 40th 

wedding anniversary and Dr. 

George Gordon being honored by 

the ISU Political Science Dept.  

 

Social Action Committee  
 

Michael & Elaine Herzog 

 

Items for Temple Use 
 

Sharon Shattan for designing and 

weaving our beautiful golden Arc 

curtain  

 

Rabbi Lynn and Jack  for donat-

ing a punch bowl, serving trays and 

bowls and several bookcases to the 

religious school. 
 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit 

or a phone call from our Rabbi, 

please be sure to call Virginia in 

the office, or speak directly with 

Rabbi Koshner to make sure we are 

aware of the situation  

 

 

 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Loretta & Paul J. Arost in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s Installation 

 

Rabbi Paul and Andrea Kaplan in 

honor of Rabbi Lynn’s Installation 

 

 N. Ned Leiken in honor of Rabbi 

Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 

 

Alan J. Novick in honor of Rabbi 

Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 

 

Alan & Harriet Gurmankin in hon-

or of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wed-

ding 

 

Charles & Sondra Heller in honor 

of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 

 

Howard & Charlene Schneier in 

honor of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s 

wedding 

 

Drs. Raymond & Laurie Bergner 

for shipping cost associated with 

sending food to Hurricane Victims at 

Temple Am Echad in Long Island  

 

Temple General Fund 

 

Barb & Brad Macke Family in hon-

or of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wed-

ding 

 

Mark &  Donnelle Pressburger in 

honor of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s 

wedding 

 

Beth & Alan Sender in honor of  

Alan Novick’s and Linda Simkins’ 

Wedding 

 

 

We Give Thanks.... 
 

We give thanks for the thoughtfulness of those who support the Temple by remembering and/or 

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

“Whom the  

Holy One loves,  

The Holy One sends  

a golden opportunity  

for Tzedakah…” 
 

 

Zohar, The Book of Splendor 

 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit or 

a phone call from our Rabbi, please 

be sure to call Hilary in the office, 

or speak directly with Rabbi Lynn to 

make sure we are aware of the situa-

tion  

MMT is now recycling 

Styrofoam!  
 

Thanks to a great idea from 

Roger Day you can now bring 

your clean Styrofoam egg    

cartons and any other clean 

Styrofoam to the temple for 

recycling.  

 

As you may know neither 

Bloomington, nor Normal   

currently recycles this product.  

 

Containers are marked 

“Styrofoam” and are located in 

the Temple kitchen. 

 

Thank you Roger for helping 

us take better care of our 

earth!  
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Happy Happy   
Birthday!Birthday!  
 

1 Deborah Rubin   

1 Jon Davison 

2    Dena Springer 

3    Lynn Gross 

4    Joel Bergner 

5    Charlie Cutting  

7    Jeff Loeb 

9    Thomas Lebow 

11  Stephanie Moravec 

12  George Gordon 

16  John Pryor  

17  Jeffery Kirshenbaum 

17  Alyson Turgeon 

20   Aden Springer 

23 Sharron Shattan 

24 Marc Plum 

26   Sam Rubin 

29   Paula Ressler 

31  Nancy Goldberg 
 

Happy 
Anniversary! 
 
2    Paul & Elaine Vogt 
 
 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

Marlys Stern 

Rona Loeb  

Sam Shattan 

Sharron Shattan 

Michael Callahan  
 

 

Refuah Sh'lemah 
Our wishes for better health  

to our friends..... 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Yahrzeits 
 

 

We remember those who brought light 

to our lives. Their memories are a 

blessing.  

 

Friday, January 4, 2013 

Virginia Vincent-Walley 

 

 Friday, January 11, 2013 

Isadore Leiken 

Abe Blinderman 

Nathan Barach 

Anna Davidson 

 

Friday, January 18, 2013 

Mary Ellen Herndon-Robb 

Sylvia Yoselevsky 

Martha Meyer 

Maurice Press 

Rose Buxbaum 

Edward Burton Mercier 

Robert Buxbaum 

Gertrude Brandau 

 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Gustave F. Stamm 

William Tompkins 

Charles Shattan 

Leo Warner 

Lyle Day 

Elinor Livingston-Wertheimer  

Shirley Lepman 

Sarah Tick Kabacker 

LIBRARY    

BOOK   

SALE      
 Fulfill one of 

your New Year’s resolutions and gather 

all those dusty volumes whose pages 

haven’t seen the light of day for quite 

some time and donate to our annual 

tradition, the MMT Library Book Sale.  

 Please help us by boxing them 

up and stacking along the South wall of 

the Library BEFORE January 20.  

Books of Jewish interest, children’s 

books and recent fiction are good 

sellers, but all are welcome if they are 

saleable.  No encyclopedias please. 

 The book sale will begin at the 

annual meeting January 27th.  All dona-

tions will be used to help purchase new 

books and media for the MMT Library.  

Any books left over from the sale are 

donated to local public librarys. 

 We depend on donations to 

supplement our budget, and the book 

sale is one way we can save money for 

the Temple!  

 Thanks.  Linda Unterman 

THANK YOU 

STARCREST 

CLEANERS- 
for your help with 

MMT’s dry-cleaning! 
 

1712 E College Avenue 

Normal, IL      888-9991 

 

“STARCREST CLEANERS is a family 

owned and operated business that is equipped 

with the most advanced cleaning equipment in 

the industry. Starcrest puts an emphasis on 

Customer Service, and we work hard to pro-

vide our customers with a quality product and 

service. You will find our "Same Day" service, 

Extended Hours, and convenient Drive-Thru 

PERFECT FOR BUSY LIFESTYLES!!” 


