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MMT Reflections
A Publication of Moses Montefiore Congregation

Rabbinic Reflections
As you know, we are blessed to
have Hilary Bair as our Cantorial Soloist. The reactions of congregants to her
presence and to the incredible musical
opportunities that now exist for our
community have been overwhelming.
Hilary has taught us new music, added
a wonderful depth to our services, and
is coordinating musical efforts like the
Rick Recht Shabbat Alive Service, the
Megillah Mia Purim Spiel, and the
Summer Israeli Drumming Circle.
The Board of Trustees of MMT
has listened to your feedback and
agrees with you that it is now time to
“take it to the next level”. A unique
and timely opportunity has presented
itself to us, and because it was necessary to make a quick decision, president, Alan Novick, convened a special
closed session of the Board of Trustees.
After very careful evaluation, the
Board voted unanimously to increase
our congregational involvement in the
Jewish Arts. To that end, we are
pleased to welcome a third full time
staff member to our congregational
family!
Please open your hearts to
Alexander Rudoy. He will be taking
up residence in Bloomington Normal as
the new MMT Choreographer and
Liturgical Dance Specialist. Rudoy is
best known as both a dancer in and the
dance teacher and choreographer of
Mazal Tov New York. The Dance
Company’s website describes Rudoy’s
experience as follows:
“Alexander Rudoy mixes traditional Jewish, Hebrew, Klezmer, Yiddish and contemporary Israeli choreography to create for his audience a spe-

cial feeling about his beloved Jewish
culture - ancient and modern...Alexander
Rudoy was born in Ukraine. He began
his dance training at the age of six with
Jewish folk dance company ENS from
Lviv and performed in various parts of
the country and throughout Europe. In
1991 he came to New York and continued his studies of ballet, jazz and modern dance. Mr. Rudoy is the choreographer of Rasputin Dance Company. Other credits include “Joy in Every Land”
with “All Nations Dance Company”
(China and Argentina tours),
“Winter’s Tale” with “Moscow Circus” (choreographer), “Moldavanka”
with Russian-Amer-ican Musical Theatre, Midwest tour with Barynva dancers
and Battery Park NY Lechaim Festival
Company.

Yakov Yavno, the singer for the
company, expressed his great disappointment that Rudnoy had chosen to leave
Mazal Tov New York for MMT. He
said: “Alexander is irreplaceable. We
cannot imagine this company without
him. He is our heart. MMT is lucky to
have him join the community there. “
Board Members expressed delight that a third member of our “Bimah
Team” will bring new movement to our
services, as well as a masculine presence

on the bimah and in the aisles.
Rudoy commented: “I look
forward to showing the world that
men can bring their own unique perspective to Jewish worship. My experience is in performance dance,
but I look forward to translating that
into liturgical dance.”
As part of our involvement
with Synagogue 3000, the Worship
Committee is recommending that all
congregants participate in an intensive liturgical dance workshop. This
workshop, led by Rudoy, is scheduled to be held on April 31, 2013 in
the Social Hall. George Gordon,
our outgoing Worship Committee
Chair said: I hope everyone will
participate.
This workshop will
open all of us up to the possibilities
of new age movement and prayer”.
Ever mindful of the importance of
tradition at MMT, Rudnoy is extensively researching the Bloomington
archives for notes as to how liturgical dance was used as part of the
MMT worship style in the late
1800s and early 1900s.
Because of his current contractual agreements, Rudnoy is unable to join us on a permanent basis
until Yom Kippur. At that time, he
looking forward to leading a special
Yom Kippur afternoon service of
bottle dance and movement for all
congregants. He is planning to choreograph parts in the liturgical dance
for each member of the Temple.
Alexander Rudnoy, Hilary,
and I join together in wishing you all
a Happy Purim!
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein
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Synagogue 3000 and MMT
JOIN YOUR FELLOW MMTers WHAT IS SYNAGOGUE 3000?
Synagogue 3000 is a catalyst for excellence, emON AN EXCITING JOURNEY!
Over the High Holy Days, Rabbi Lynn spoke
extensively about Synagogue 3000, and the potential
it has for our community. The Board began to read
and discuss Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s book: ReThinking Synagogues A New Vocabulary for Congregational Life. And now, its time to widen the
discussion.
We strongly encourage all congregants to
participate in this crucial discussion! Your input
will make a big impact on our congregation. There
are three different book clubs which are going to
meet and discuss “ReThinking Synagogues”.
Our first club is meeting on Sunday mornings, March 3, March 31, April 28, September 8,
October 6, November 3 and December 1. This club
is being led by Jon Davison and Sammy Marks.
The second club is meeting on Mondays at
noon over lunch, on March 11, April 1, May 6, September 9, October 7, November 4 and December 2.
Bruce and Linda Unterman are facilitating this book
club.
The third club will be meeting Tuesday
nights, on March 5, April 2, May 7, September 10,
October 8, November 5, and December 3. This
club will be led by Steve Bernstein and Alan Novick
Each Book Club will be reading one chapter
a month, and discussing the ideas of the chapter and
if/how they apply to our congregation. Note takers
in each group will compile a list of ideas generated
each month. All of those ideas will then be compiled into a master list and we will create opportunities for all congregants to participate in discussions
of all the ideas generated.
As we move forward in this process, we will
benefit greatly from welcoming Dr. Lawrence Hoffman, architect of Synagogue to MMT for the weekend of April 4 - 6, 2014. Mark your calendars now
for that very special opportunity!
Sign up now for your Book Club! Call the
office at 662-3182 or email us at MMTemple
@frontier.com. Please indicate which group you’ve
chosen.

powering congregations and communities to create synagogues that are sacred and vital centers of Jewish life. We
seek to make synagogues compelling moral and spiritual
centers – sacred communities – for the twenty-first century.
Our offices in Los Angeles and New York direct a national
congregational leadership network and a synagogue studies
institute. Sacred communities are those where relationships
with God and with each other define everything the synagogue does; where ritual is engaging; where Torah suffuses
all we do; where social justice is a moral imperative; and
where membership is about welcoming and engaging both
the committed and the unaffiliated. We wish to change the
conversation about meaningful Jewish life in our time.

We accomplish our mission by challenging the existing assumptions of synagogue life in North America; by
networking creative synagogue leaders to push their experimental vision ever forward; by showcasing their work to
others in the field who can apply the principles of what
they do in their own congregations; and by supporting
those who are creating new "emergent" spiritual communities and advocating for the transformation of current models of synagogue life. We stand for spirituality beyond ethnicity, Judaism as a life-long journey beyond the pediatric
and the geriatric; community beyond corporation; and commitment beyond consumerism. Success for us is when synagogues develop deeper relationships with their members
rather than simply offering more programs.
From synagogue 3000.0rg
I charge synagogues with being a market, not a sacred
community; hewing to an ethnic and corporate model that
was outmoded 20 years ago….[we need to] change direction...to think theologically, not programmatically, to foster
the synagogue as a spiritual and moral institution, to appreciate the increasing role of ritual, spirituality and healing,
not just formal and didactic education; to overcome the
dominant fee-for-service mentality that haunts the way synagogues are perceived; and to take risks rather than settle
for the safety of the status quo.
Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman

The premise of Synagogue 3000 is that synagogues must
become significant spiritual and moral/ethical centers to
remain relevant in this new century.
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Notes from Hilary
Cantorial Soloist/Executive Director

Introducing “Everything you ever wanted to know about Purim Shpiel’s
but were afraid to ask”
Did you know the word “Shpiel” is Yiddish and means “(stage) play”?
Did you know the tradition of celebrating Purim with a “Shpil” can be traced all the way back to the 1400’s when
Ashkenazi Jews celebrated Purim with silly monologues?
Did you know these monologues were generally rhymed paraphrases of the Book of Esther, parodies of holy texts or
funny sermons which aimed to entertain audiences?
Did you know in the 1500-1600’s Shpiel’s were held in the home as part of a family’s Festive Purim meal?
Did you know family members, friends and even Yeshiva students were recruited as actors?
Did you know as the tradition of the Purim Shpiel grew, professional performers called "Shpielers" would be hired to
perform in fancy dress in people's homes?
Did you know there were even competitions in Europe to determine the finest shpiel’s?
Did you know the word “Achashverosh” referrers to a Shpiel about the story in the Book of Esther?
Did you know not all Purim Shpiel’s were originally about the Story of Esther? In fact, it was not at all uncommon
for other famous biblical stories to be included. Some examples included, The Selling of Joseph, David and
Goliath, The Sacrifice of Isaac, Hannah and Penina, and The Wisdom of Solomon.
Did you know some of the humor in these early Shpiels often used erotic profane and obscene language?
Did you know the lewd humor became so bad in 1728 the leaders of the Hamburg community banned the
performance of all Purim Shpiels and special investigating officers fined anyone violating this ban?
Did you know during the 1700’s the city fathers of Frankfort, Germany burned a printed Achashverosh Shpiel
because of its vulgarity? Did you know since satire was deemed inappropriate for the synagogue itself, they
were usually performed outdoors in its court?
Did you know a Shpiel can be a puppet show, a musical, or a play?
Did you know some of my favorite titles for Shpiel include; “Schmaltz” based on the Broadway musical and the film
"Grease”, “Shmotown” a Motown music shpiel, “The Reel Spiel” based on music and characters from the
movies, and last but not least “Megillah Mia” The Abba Spiel?
Did you know your very own MMT family is doing a Shpiel this year?
Did you know you should have the evening of February 23rd free so you too can keep the tradition of attending a
Shpiel going?
And last but not least….drum roll please……..Did you know the entire book of Ester does not mention G-d’s name
even once? Well now you do!!! See you on the 23rd!
From Your Executive Director…
Have you noticed something around MMT that needs maintenance attention? Possibly something that needed to be
completed but time was never found to do it. Please bring it to my attention and I will have it taken care of. You can
either call me, email me or stop me while you are at Temple. Both myself and our wonderful Custodian Sam James
are always happy to help. A big thank you to Brook Davison for helping to organizing and clean the downs stars
classroom. We recently received a windfall of text books for our religious school from B’nai Ell Congregation in St
Louis. Brook worked the better part of two days with me and thanks to her the books are not still completely covering
our stage! If you have not been down stars in a while you should take a look! We now have a space our students and
teachers can once again be proud to show off. Thank you also to the Loy family for donating two floor lamps and
Rabbi Lynn for the wonderful entertainment center and the book shelves. Thank you also to all of our students and
parents who helped unloads all of the books.

Page 4

Moses Montefiore Temple Bulletin

FEBRUARY’S CALENDAR
February may be cold and dark but here at MMT, the lights are shining bright and smiles all around warm the heart.
We have an exciting month ahead of us. Join with us!

February 1:

5:45 pm

First Friday, Shabbat Dinner and Services. Installation of our new Board and
Executive Board members

February 2:

11:00 am

Torah Study

February 3:

9:00 am
3:30 pm

Hebrew and Religious School, Super Bowl party set up.
Super Bowl Party for the Homeless. You should have received all the
information by email

February 5:

7:00 pm

Library Committee Meeting

February 6

7:00 pm

Intro to Judaism Class

February 7

7:00 pm

Purim Spiel Rehearsal

February 8

9:30 am
5:45 pm
6:15 pm

Visit by 1st United Methodist Church,
Shabbat Nosh
Shabbat Services including a special celebration of Jane Plum’s 89th birthday

February 9

9:30 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Shabbat Services
Torah Study
Dr. David Rubin: “What's in our local drinking water? Is it safe to drink? How
can we make it safer?”

February 10

9:00 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Hebrew School and Religious School
Board of Education Meeting
Intro to Judaism Make Up Class. Topic: Jewish philosophy--God, Israel, Torah

February 12

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Transition Committee Meeting
Purim Spiel Rehearsal

February 13

7:00 pm

Intro to Judaism Class

February 14

7:00 pm

Purim Spiel Rehearsal

February 15

5:45 pm
6:15 pm

Shabbat Nosh
Shabbat Services including a special birthday blessing for Judy Markowitz in
celebration of her 75th birthday

February 16

11:00 am
7:30 pm

Torah Study
Chaim Shacham, Consul General for the State of Israel, A Middle East Update
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FEBRUARY’S CALENDAR, continued
February 17

9:00 am
12:00 pm

Hebrew School and Religious School
Sisterhood Annual Meeting and Luncheon

February 17 - 19

Hilary attends National Songleader Boot Camp Conference in St. Louis
She will be out of the office

February 19

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Board of Trustees Meeting
Purim Spiel Rehearsal

February 20

7:00 pm

Intro to Judaism Class

February 21

7:00 pm

Purim Spiel Dress Rehearsal

5:45 pm
6:15 pm

Bulletin Deadline
Shabbat Nosh
Shabbat Services

February 23

9:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Shabbat Services
Torah Study
Purim Dinner
Havdallah and Megillah
Purim Spiel: Megillah Mia

February 27

7:00 pm

Intro to Judaism Class

6:00
7:15

Rick Recht Shabbat Alive Service!
Congregation Anshai Emeth of Peoria will be joining us for this special evening!
Dinner
Services

February 22

March 1

From Peoria’s Jewish Federation:

When Life Gives you Matzah Meal…Think Outside the Box!!
Something new and fresh for Passover. Join Chef Laura, executive chef Wolfgang Puck Kosher catering, as
she demos delicious and healthy Passover recipes using extra virgin olive oil from around the world. Menu
will include poached fish, quinoa with dried fruit and fresh herbs, and a bittersweet chocolate cake for dessert.
Spend an afternoon with Chef Laura as we explore some new creative ways to cook for Passover. She’s
bound to inspire you with her energy and enthusiasm.
RSVPs are due by March 1. Cost: $12 per person. Send your check, made payable to the Jewish Federation
of Peoria to:
The Jewish Federation of Peoria
2000 West Pioneer Parkway, Suite 10B
Peoria, IL 61615
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FEBRUARY’S
EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES
for

Life-Long Jewish Learning!
We are never too old, or too busy, or too wise to continue learning!

Saturday mornings, 11-12:15
Torah Study
Wednesday evenings, 7-9 pm
Introduction to Judaism
Saturday, February 9; 7 pm
How Safe is our Drinking Water?
How Can We Make it Safer?
With Dr. David Rubin, ISU Biology Professor
Sunday, February 10, 7 pm
Introduction to Judaism, Unit 1-Theology-Make-Up
Saturday , February 16th 7:30 pm
Middle East Update
With Chaim Shacham,
Consul General of the State of Israel
All classes are taught by Rabbi Lynn unless otherwise noted.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM SECOND SEMESTER
January 6, 2013

10 – 2 ADL Brunch

January 13

12-2

Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple

February 16

7:30

Attend talk at Temple by Chaim Shachem, Israeli Consul General
Topic: The Middle East Current Situation

February 17

3-5

Class with Rabbi Lynn at Temple

February 23

5:30

Attend Purim dinner, Megillah Reading and Purim Shpiel at Temple

March 1

7:15

Attend Shabbat Alive Service with Jewish Rock Superstar, Rick Recht

March 8

7:30

Shabbat Dinner and program with Rabbi Lynn at Temple

March 30

6:00
5:00

Chocolate Seder and Dinner with Rabbi Lynn and Hilary at Rabbi’s home
Confirmands

April 7

6:00
5:00

Class with Rabbi, dinner included, at Rabbi’s home
Confirmands

April 8

7:00

Community Holocaust Memorial Day Service
High School Students attend, participate

April 14

TBA Special Program for Israel Independence Day, students attend

April 21

12-2
2:00

Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple
Confirmands

May 11

5-8

Confirmation Rehearsal, dinner included

May 14

5:30
6:30

Dinner
Confirmation and Shavu’ot Services followed by Oneg

NOTE: Whenever there is a meal scheduled, please RSVP to 662-3182 and let us know whether you will be
eating or not so we can order the proper amount of food for all.
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A Bit of Our MMT History
The following was published in the Bloomington Weekly Leader on March 5, 1885.
Thanks to Mark Wyman for bringing it to Rabbi’s attention.

THE PURIM FESTIVAL
A Great Banquet and Ball Replete with Joyous
Purim, the feast of lots, is, as most of our readers are doubtless aware, a solemn festival observed by the Jews
to commemorate the deliverance of their race from the machinations of Haman, as narrated in the Book of Esther. It is celebrated the world over with music, mirth and feasting, and the Hebrew citizens of Bloomington
have made it one of the most notable society events of the year, always eagerly anticipated, thoroughly enjoyed and pleasantly remembered. The festival of 1885 was observed last evening at new Turner Hall, with an
elaborate banquet and ball, under the auspices of the Hebrew congregation. There has been a series of brilliant
Purim balls within the past few years but certainly none more thoroughly enjoyable or more elegant and complete in all its details than that of last evening.
Turner Hall, which is admirably adapted to social fetes, was brilliant with electric lights, which shed their radiance upon lovely ladies beautifully attired, producing a cheerful and inviting picture.
Von Kisner and Oriman’s orchestra played a grand march which opened the programme, and was led by Mr.
H. C. Kupfer and his affianced, a stylish young lady from Peoria. This inaugurated a series of eighteen dances
arranged with good taste and embracing the latest figures, and Dr. Kapey and J. M. Miller divided the work of
announcing the changes. At 11 o’clock the supper march was announced and was led by Mr. and Mrs. S.
Heddman, and perhaps two hundred and fifty people joined, filling (?) three long tables spread in the basement. The menu was compiled with a generous hand, tempered by good taste, and was warmly praised on all
sides. It opened with oysters and ended with wine, and embraced a great diversity of meats, salads, fruits and
pastries.
The toast of the evening was “Religious Liberty,” to which Gen. John McNulte responded eloquently and spiritedly. Gen. McNulte’s remarks which were of considerable length , were evidently the result of research and
thought and may justly be pronounced a departure from the frothy witticisms of the convenventional toast
programme. It afforded his bearers food for thought and study and developed some nice points for religious
discussion in the form of advanced ideas, neatly promulgated without offense ether to Jew or gentile. THE
LEADER regrets that space to print it in full is not at it’s disposal. It is understood, however, that it will appear in its entirety in the Israelite, an organ of the church.
The banquet concluded, dancing was resumed an continued until the flush of dawn began to pale the lustre of
the silvery moon, the hours being not only poetically but literally chased with flying feet, where youth and
beauty meet. Much credit for the evening’s pleasure is due to the following attentive floor committee:
Messrs. H. G. Kupfer, Al Livingston, Morris Ullman, E. Gantz and Mack Livingston.
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Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family
We Give Thanks....
We give thanks for the thoughtfulness of those who support the Temple
by remembering and/or honoring their friends and loved ones
through their generous contributions.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Susan Sambrook in appreciation to Rabbi Goldstein
Jerry & Ruth Delson in honor of Rabbi Lynn’s marriage to Jack
Suzanne and Bill Bierman in honor of Rabbi Lynn’s
Installation
Rebecca Chase in appreciation to Rabbi Lynn
Joan Vogin in honor of Rabbi Lynn’s marriage to Jack
Temple General Fund
Rabbi and Mrs. Kaplan in honor of the Simkins/
Novick Wedding.
Rabbi and Mrs. Kaplan in honor of Alan Novick being
named President
Rabbi and Mrs. Kaplan in honor of the New Board
and Trustees
Eitan and Gina Thiel Weltman in honor of the Simkins/Novick Wedding

MMT is now recycling Styrofoam!
Thanks to a great idea from Roger Day you can
now bring your clean Styrofoam egg cartons
and any other clean Styrofoam to the temple for
recycling.
As you may know neither Bloomington, nor
Normal currently recycles this product.
Containers are marked “Styrofoam” and are
located in the Temple kitchen.
Thank you Roger for helping us take better care
of our earth!

A Poem by our member Jane Plum
Read by Jane on the celebration of her 89th birthday

Please
Please, do not address me by my first name,
unless you can remember Great Depression
when fathers stood on unemployment lines,
and mothers pedaled sewing machines at home,
stitching children’s clothes to peddle.
Please, do not address me by my first name,
unless you can remember Pathé news reels,
booted Italy trampling Ethiopia,
Japan wrestling China for her land,
or your few neighbors showing tattooed arms,
with numbers from those horror camps abroad.
Please, do not address me by my first name,

,

you, who having met me casually
do not embrace me, kiss my sagging cheek,
do not turn up the volume of your voices,
do not assume that I am hard of hearing,
and all you young physicians, nurses, office
workers,
store clerks, receptionists,
do not stoop to speak, or call me Dear,
and do not patronize me with false smiles,
while using my first name.
Please, just call me Madam!
Jane Nygood Plum
July, 2006
at MMT February 23
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Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family
Happy
February
Birthday!

Refuah Sh'lemah
Our wishes for better health

Yahrzeits

1
1
2
3
3
5
7
8
8
9
10
11
12
12
13
15
18
19
21

Tyler (TJ) Ohley
Greg Kinman
Chris Hunt
Daniel Backman
Michael Stevens
Jane Nygood Plum
Talor Weltman
Nathan Deitch
Michael Lorber
Rachel Daugherty
Sydney Kinman
Nate Gross
Shayna Ohley
Ariel Shattan
Sam Shattan
David Gross
Rachel Friedberg
Elaine Herzog
Judy Markowitz

21
28

Brad Macke
Tasha Jacobs

Happy 75th Birthday Judy!

Sam Shattan
Gigi Ehrlich
Barb Macke
Jobi Tick
Maryls Stern
Michael Callahan

HELP US PLEASE
If you know someone who is ill or
homebound and in need of a visit or
a phone call from our Rabbi, please
be sure to call Hilary in the office,
or speak directly with Rabbi Lynn to
make sure we are aware of the situation

THANK YOU
STARCREST
CLEANERSfor your help with
MMT’s dry-cleaning!
1712 E College Avenue
Normal, IL
888-9991

Happy
Anniversary!
14

Gladys Tietz &
David Mercier
14 Ari Turetzky &

“STARCREST CLEANERS is a family
owned and operated business that is
equipped with the most advanced cleaning
equipment in the industry. Starcrest puts
an emphasis on Customer Service, and we
work hard to provide our customers with a
quality product and service. You will find
our "Same Day" service, Extended Hours,
and convenient Drive-Thru PERFECT
FOR BUSY LIFESTYLES!!”

We remember those who brought light
to our lives. Their memories are a
blessing.
February 1, 2013
Shirley Lepman
Gertrude Brandau
Arthur Sternberg
Frank Goldman
Hanna Shulman
Jay Schmidt
David Goldberg
J. Perry Osnowitz
February 8 & 9, 2013
Miriam W. Casdin
Harry Wolcott
Thelma Bailen
Willard J. Udwin
Rabbi Ted Gordon
Sadie Stern Grossman
Hyman Kirnes
February 15, 2013
Elizabeth Dees
Carl Lebovitz
Irvin I. Slan
Lena Goldberg
Edith Lowenthal
Anat Shacham
February 22 & 23, 2013
Florence Baskin Gordon
Fanny Livingston Ochs
Elaine Solovay Goldstein
Florence Gutnik
Fanny Loeb
Robert Michael (Rachmeil Michel ben
Gedalya)
Ira David Seltzer
Belle Weintraub
Seymour Rovens
Dave Seltzer
Milton R. Livingston
Annette Sayler
Anna F. Lebow
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MAGGID Storytelling Workshop
OSRUI‛s Newest Program for All Those Who Enjoy the World of Stories
For

Featuring

Danny Maseng, Marilyn Price and Jordan Hill

along with

Cantor Ellen Dreskin and Fran Uditsky Moss
Thursday, February 28, 4 pm - Sunday morning, March 3, 2013
Workshops, intensives and sharing circles are designed to provide storytellers,
worship leaders and youth workers with new material as well as guided opportunities

For more information or to register:
OSRUIprograms@urj.org 847-239-6984
URJ Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

