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MMT Reflections 
  

 

Schedule of  

Worship Services 

Friday, December 7,  2012 

First Friday Celebration 

Thanking Jane and Charlie Vogel for 

their years of service to MMT.   

5:45  Shabbat dinner 

7:00  Shabbat services & Oneg 

Shabbat  

 

Saturday December 8, 2012 

Torah: Vayeshev Genesis 37:1-40:23; 

Haftarah: Amos 2:6-3:8  

9:30 a.m. Services 

 

Friday, December 14,  2012 

Torah:  Miketz Genesis 41:1-44:17, 

Haftarah: Zecharia 2:14-4:7 

Celebrating the Installation of Rabbi 

Lynn Goldstein as Rabbi of MMT.  

Guest Rabbi:  Susan Talve, Senior 

Rabbi, Central Reform Congregation, 

St. Louis, MO. 

7:15 Shabbat Hanukkah Service 

Festive Oneg Shabbat to follow 

 

Friday, December 21 2012 

5:45 p.m.  Shabbat Nosh 

6:15 p.m.  Shabbat Services 

 

Saturday, December 22, 2012 

Torah:  Vayigash,  Genesis 44:18--

47:27 Haftarah: Ezekiel 2:14-4:7 

9:30 a.m.  Services 

 

Friday, December 28, 2012  

Torah: Vayechi Genesis 37:1-40:23; 

Haftarah: Zech. 2:14-4:7 

5:45 p.m.  Shabbat Nosh 

6:15 p.m.  Shabbat Services 

 

Friday, January 4, 2012 

Torah:  Shemot.  Exodus 1:1-6:1  

Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23 

First Friday Celebration 

5:45 Shabbat Nosh  

6:15  Shabbat Services 

7:15  Shabbat Dinner 
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CALLINGCALLING  
 

Singers   
Musicians 
Actors  
Directors 
Costume Designers 
Set Designers …. 
 

OF ALL AGESOF ALL AGES  
 Can you believe it.  It’s al-

ready time to think about Purim!  This 

year, Purim begins on Saturday even-

ing, February 24th!   

 This year, MMT will present a 

very special performance of the  in-

credibly exciting, Purim Shpiel 

"Megillah Mia", by Cantor Norman 

Roth.  It is fast-moving, fun, funny and 

warm-hearted shpiel.  Cantor Roth’s 

Purim Shpiels are performed each year 

at Congregations large and small 

throughout the country, always to great 

acclaim.   

 If you’ve always wanted to be 

involved with the Theater...THIS IS 

YOUR CHANCE!  Please let our    

Cantorial Soloist, Hilary Bair, know 

that you are interested in participating 

in our   Purim Shpiel.  Call the office! 

 Can you sing?  Do you play an 

instrument?  Can you read lines?  

Would you like 

to design props 

or a set?  Can 

you help with the 

technical stuff?  

Do you want to 

do costumes?  

We need you!  

Call the Temple 

to join in the fun!  

 I have now been at MMT for a month and what a busy and exciting 

month it has been!  When I look back, it is hard to believe just how much 

our MMT family has been able to accomplish in such a short amount of 

time.  From redecorating and painting the office suite, to feeding hungry 

tummies in Long Island, NY, to welcoming new members, shopping togeth-

er at Crossroads, even to marrying our very own Rabbi Lynn we all should 

be very proud. 

 Every day I am reminded just how special and wonderful our 

MMT community really is.  Thank you all.  I would also like to 

send a big THANK YOU to Naomi Wilansky for being such a great 

musical colleague.  I look forward to working together for a long time 

to come.   

 As your Cantorial Soloist one of my duties is to help with the music 

in the Sunday School program.  WOW!......do we have some talented young 

people!  I find my work with the students so rewarding,  and they really are 

a joy.  I hope all of you will be joining us for this year’s Chanukah Dinner 

on December 15th.  The students and I have been working very hard on a 

special musical program, complete with singing, instruments, and even cho-

reography.  We have been learning some new songs as well as putting a new 

spin on some old favorites (pun completely intended!)  The evening promis-

es to be a fun one for young and old, so come, sing, laugh, and enjoy some 

latkes.  Throughout the year, I will continue to work with the students on 

music for upcoming holidays  as well as helping Rabbi Lynn lead the Sun-

day morning services.  If you or your child has a musical talent they (or 

you) would like to share, please let me know; the more the merrier!  Along 

those same lines, if you or a member of your family would like to partici-

pate in Shabbat Services, I would like to welcome you to the bimah.  I am 

completely open to all types of music and would enjoy making music with 

each and every one of you! 

 In March we will be doing Megillah Mia, a Purim Shpiel based on 

the Broadway hit musical Mama Mia, featuring the music of ABBA.  There 

are plenty of parts to play and I know it will be lots of fun for everyone.  It’s 

never too soon to find your inner performer….so put on those “dancing 

Queen” shoes and join me!  Give me a call in the office and let me know 

you’d like to participate.  Practices will start in January. 

Notes from Hilary 
MMT’s Executive Director  

and Cantorial Soloist 

Office Hours 
Monday 12-4 

Tuesday and Wednesday 10-4 

Thursday 10-5:30 

Friday 10-2 
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Saturday, December 15 

6 p.m. 
Dinner catered by Biaggis. 

Pizza, Pasta, Salad, Latkes, Dessert 
$8 – Members and guests 

$5 - Children (5 and younger) 

$25 - Family of 4  

$12 – Non members 
 

Deadline for reservations is December 11.                                                              
 

Questions? Contact Donnele Pressburger, donnelle@comcast.net 

or Dayna Nielsen, shoeless28@yahoo.com  

           

MMT Music Makers will perform !! Enjoy the 8th 

night with 

your temple 

family! 

Please include names of all attending: 

 NAME________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Member and guest dinners___________ @  $8 = ________________ 

 

Number of Children (5 and younger) dinners ___________ @  $5 = ____________ 

Number of Non-member dinners ___________ @  $12 = __________________ 

Number of Family of 4 dinners ___________ @  $25 = __________________ 
Please make checks payable to MMT and send it and this form to:                     

 Moses Montefiore Temple 

102 Robinhood Lane 

Bloomington, IL. 61701 
 

Please bring your menorah, candles and matches. 
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Fixing Our World: One Step at a Time 
 We are excited to welcome five new committee members to the Social Action/Tikkun Olam committee: David Silver, 

Jack Dougherty, Josh & Allison Kushner and Stephanie Fowler!   We are sad to see Myra Gordon leave the committee 

but recognize that she is involved in Social Action in the community on more than a full time basis. We appreciate her 

ideas, wisdom, and energy that have helped us in our efforts towards Tikkun Olam (making the world a better place) 

and she has plans to still help out when she can.  Thanks to continuing members, Brooke Davison, Hannah Eisner, Lau-

rie Bergner, & Adena Myers, for their ideas, energy and involvement. 

Would you like to join our committee???  We’d love to have you.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 

6th following the Brunch.  Please join us! 

With Rabbi Lynn's guidance we are embarking on new projects and continuing with our old favorites, so in the coming 

months consider volunteering to make these projects successful (you know what they say about many hands!). 

       The Chanukah Book Drive will benefit Cedar Ridge school this year. Donations to buy books will be collected 

during the month of December and at the Chanukah Dinner on Saturday, December 15th. Look for the donation box in 

the social hall (it will be set up a week before the dinner.)  

       Safe Harbor noon-time Christmas Dinner -We prepare and serve Christmas dinner at a local soup kitchen that 

serves 70-90 homeless people. Harry Jacobs has offered to plan the menu and prepare the shopping list. You can help in 

a number of ways; prepare something at home, donate money or donate your time to shop.  We will be cooking 

at 10am & serving at noon. Call Naomi Wilansky or the Temple office to sign up! 

       Brunch and talk with the Regional Director of the ADL, Karen Aroesty, Sunday January 6th. Brunch begins at 

10:00 and her talk begins at 10:45.  Ms. Aroesty is not only the Regional Director of the ADL, but she also spent many 

years working as a civil rights attorney.  Plan to join us for this exciting morning and if you can donate a kugel or help 

with set-up or clean-up, that will be a Mitzvah too! (and appreciated!) 

       Mark Your Calendar:  Our very first Super Bowl Party for the Homeless! We will 

need everyone to help with preparation in the next two months and on the day of the Superbowl; Sunday, February 3, 

2012 We have invited Wesley United Methodist Church, to cosponsor this event with us, and it will be held at the 

Church (where there is a great deal of space, and a 10 ft by 30 ft screen on which to watch the game!).    

 Why a Super Bowl Party for the Homeless?      From Halloween to New Years, and especially from Thanks-

giving to Christmas, everyone makes a big effort to help the homeless.  Then January comes, volunteers disappear, and 

the days are dark, dismal, cold, and lonely.  January and February are the months with the highest rates of suicide 

among the homeless.  Our Super Bowl Party will give the homeless something to which to look forward.  A bright spot 

in a long, hard winter.  We will be providing snacks, dinner, sports trivia games, prizes, personal hygiene items, and 

hopefully socks, scarves, and other needed items.  We will also be providing toys and games for the children. 

 How can you help?  Start collecting personal hygiene items:  soaps, shampoo, disposable razers, hand cream, 

lip balm, combs and brushes.  Consider buying some new, heavy, warm socks to donate.  Go through that sock drawer, 

and donate gently used socks.  Start to collect scarves and gloves and mittens.  Ask your coworkers, friends, and neigh-

bors to donate.  Beginning in January, we will put boxes out at Temple.  Special thanks to Tommy Lebow for agreeing 

to put together sports trivia contests.  Can you help him?   

 How many people do you expect?  We aren’t sure since this is our first effort.  However, we do anticipate that 

there could be as many as 200 homeless guests at our party!  We expect a very large number of volunteers as well! 
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 You won’t want to miss this!  

Come to MMT at 10:00 on Sunday, 

January 6th to hear a very special 

speaker.  Karen Aroesty is a Civil 

Rights Attorney who has served at 

the Executive Director of the Region-

al Anti-Defamation League of South-

ern Illinois and Eastern Missouri.  

The topic of her talk is:  Prejudice 

and Anti Semitism in the US:  Issues 

and Responses. 

 Widely recognized for her 

knowledge, talent,      

wisdom, and leadership, 

Ms. Aroesty was awarded 

the National Council of 

Jewish Women, St. Louis 

2012 Hannah G. Solomon 

Award.  Event Chair-

woman Nanci Bobrow 

said:   “NCJW is proud to 

honor Karen Aroesty for 

her long tenure with the 

Anti-Defamation League 

and her community lead-

ership in opposing and 

preventing hate crimes 

and discrimination, and 

for her role in terrorism and violence 

prevention and education,”  

 Aroesty received the 2006 Di-

rector's Award for Community Leader-

ship from the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation.  Among many other involve-

ments, she is a member of US Attorneys 

Hate Crimes Task Force . 

 Founded in 1913 “To stop the 

defamation of the Jewish people and 

secure justice and fair treatment to all”, 

ADL fights anti-Semitism and all forms 

of bigotry by investigating and exposing 

extremism, educating through the award

-winning anti-bias pro-

grams of The A 

WORLD OF DIFFER-

ENCE® Institute, advo-

cating for victims of dis-

crimination, safeguard-

ing civil rights, assuring 

separation of Church and 

State, fostering interfaith 

understanding, and en-

hancing the security and 

international stature of 

the State of Israel.  

 Brunch will 

begin at 10:00 with the 

presentation to follow at 

10:45. The cost is a nominal $5.00 per 

person. Please, RSVP to the Temple 

office by noon on Friday, January 4th. 

 
 

JOIN US FOR A VERY  

SPECIAL BRUNCH! 
JANUARY 6, 2013  

10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 

DATES: 
 

Please see page one of the Bulletin 
for a complete listing of our Shab-
bat Services.  Religious School Ser-
vices are held at 10:15 each Sunday 
that Religious School is in session. 
 

Torah Study is held each week on 
Saturday morning at 11:00.  How-
ever, this month, there will be no 
Torah Study on December 29th.   
 

December 4th  Transition  Cmtee 
 

December 7th Services and Dinner 

to honor Charlie & Jane Vogel for 

their years of service to MMT and 

to wish them well in their move. 
 

December 12th  Introduction to 

Judaism Class  7:00 p.m. 
 

December 14th  Installation of 

Rabbi Lynn Goldstein as Rabbi of 

Moses Montefiore Congregation.  

Rabbi Susan Talve of Central Re-

form Congregation and Rabbi Paul 

Kaplan to participate.   
 

December 15th  Chanukah Dinner 

6 p.m. 
 

 

December 18th    Board Meeting.  

Please read chapter 3 of Rethink-

ing Synagogues.   
 

December 19th  Introduction to 

Judaism Class  7:00 p.m.  
 

December 23rd Bulletin Deadline 
 

December 24th  Chinese Dinner 

and a Movie.  6:00 at Manderin 

Gardens 
 

December 25th  Serve Dinner at 

Safe Harbor, noon. 
 

Please note:  Hilary will be out of 
town from December 20 –25.   
Rabbi Lynn will be out of the town 
from December 23-30.  In an 
emergency, please call Rabbi Lynn 
on her cell phone at 314-591-8559. 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 

Stephanie and Grant Fowler and their son, Nathan.   
 

Stephanie is fluent in German, has traveled quite extensively, and is joining 

the Intro to Judaism Class and the Social Action/Tikkun Olam committee.  

Grant is the US Naval Recruiter for this area.   Nathan is the newest student 

in our religious school.  He is in the 4th grade.   

http://www.linkedin.com/search?search=&keywords=US+Attorneys+Hate+Crimes+Task+Force%0AHispanic+Leaders+Group+of+Greater+St%2E+Louis%0ASt%2E+Louis+County+Fire+Standards+Commission%0ASt%2E+Louis+Forum%0ASociety+for+Internet+Research&sortCriteria=R&keepFacets=tr
http://www.linkedin.com/search?search=&keywords=US+Attorneys+Hate+Crimes+Task+Force%0AHispanic+Leaders+Group+of+Greater+St%2E+Louis%0ASt%2E+Louis+County+Fire+Standards+Commission%0ASt%2E+Louis+Forum%0ASociety+for+Internet+Research&sortCriteria=R&keepFacets=tr
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The Jewish History  
of MMT and Bloomington Normal 

 

 We are beginning an exciting project to archive 

anything of historic interest to MMT and the Jewish 

Community of Bloomington-Normal over the past 140 

years.   Elizabeth Rardin is heading up this new venture.  

We plan to assemble as detailed a history as possible of 

the Jews in this region, and of our congregation and its 

members..  We want to create a page on our website 

about the history of community, complete with docu-

ments, photos, oral histories and more.   

 If you have any documents or photos, or other 

memorabilia, please bring it to the Temple.  If you want 

to keep the originals, we will make copies! 

 Would you like to help?  We invite you to be in-

volved in this important venture.  In addition to adults, we 

encourage our Hillel students, as well as our high school, 

college and middle school students to be involved.  

(Maybe your research can become a school paper!!) 

Please contact Elizabeth directly or call the office 309-

662-3182 to volunteer! 

Join us for our annual December 24th Gefilteflicks night 

again this year.  The fun begins at 6:00 at Mandarin Gar-

dens, and continues at the Temple with a great movie. 

Don’t forget to call the temple office by December 17 to 

reserve for both the restaurant, and the movie. You are 

welcome at either one or both! 

Gefilteflicks Night!

December 24th 

 One of the special ways we share our joy in the 

Shabbat and in being part of our MMT community is by 

socializing together.  We start our weekly Friday night 

celebrations with a nosh.  We share Kiddush and Motzi 

and nosh leftovers together after services.    On Saturday 

mornings we have an Oneg after services, and we nosh 

and schmooze a bit during Torah study.  All this doesn’t 

happen by accident.  As members of our synagogue com-

munity it is up to each of us to make this happen. 

 Our Oneg Shabbat and Shabbat Noshes are also 

one of the ways we honor special people in our lives, 

special life events like promotions, birthdays, anniver-

saries, B’nai Mitzvah, Weddings and more.  The Oneg 

and Nosh are also ways that we honor the yahrzeits of 

our loved ones. By sponsoring an Oneg, you are honoring 

or remembering someone special to you.   Beginning 

with our January Bulletin, we will be listing the sponsors 

of each Oneg, and the person or event being sponsored or 

remembered.  We will also be announcing it at every ser-

vice.   

 All MMT members are encouraged to host two 

Shabbatot (plural of Shabbat!) each year.   Our hosts 

bring refreshments for Friday night, with enough to put 

some out for Torah study the next morning.  On the 2nd 

and 4th weeks of the month, please bring a little extra for 

our Saturday morning services as well.  It is also possible 

to host Friday night or Saturday morning only, and not 

the entire Shabbat.   

 A helpful information sheet on how to shop and 

set up for an Oneg Shabbat (Friday night) or Kiddush 

(Saturday morning) is available for you.  It is posted in 

the kitchen and copies are available in the temple of-

fice."   

 To sign up for your Oneg/Nosh, Please go 

Oneg...it really 

means “joy” 

High School Program 

with Rabbi Lynn 
 

December 9th 12-2 at Temple 

 

December 16th Meeting about High School Program 

at Temple 12:10. 

 

January 6th  10 –12 at Temple.  Brunch with Karen 

Aroesty, Regional Director of the Anti Defamation 

League. 

 

January 13th  12-2  at Temple.  Lunch provided. 

 

January 18—21 Winter Chavurah in Denver 

 

Don’t forget to register by December 16th for the 

NFTY National Convention to save $80!  Convention 

is February 15-19th in L.A.  

 

Winter Chavurah is in Denver, from January 18th—

21st.  Register Now! 
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The Moses Montefiore Temple has started a new section 

called: “Getting to Know You”. In each bulletin we are 

profiling a new and existing member of the temple, letting 

you know a little more about their lives and Jewish experi-

ences. Last issue we interviewed Barry Blinderman and 

David Silver.   In this issue we interview Laura Berk and 

Kim Toohill. 

 

Dr. 

LAURA BERK    
 

Laura Berk grew up in 

San Mateo, California. 

She moved to Blooming-

ton from Chicago Illi-

nois, in 1969. Laura has 

two sons, now adults, 

and joined the temple 

about 38 years ago after 

her first son was born. 
 

Laura is a lifetime learner and a teacher by profession.  

Laura and husband Ken both are emerita professors at Illi-

nois State University. She taught child development in the 

Psychology department for over three decades and has 

written numerous books and textbooks on the subject. 

Laura was too modest to mention (but we looked it up on 

Amazon) that one of her books, “Child Development,” 

appeared this year in its 9th edition!  
 

The Berks have been longtime temple members, and 

Laura likes the small, warm feeling of the congregation. 

Laura particularly enjoys the friendly, informal and inclu-

sive environment, which manages to embrace so many 

approaches to Judaism.  She appreciates Rabbi Lynn's new 

Judaism classes, and she admires the quality of the tem-

ple’s religious school and the friendship and camaraderie 

among the young congregants. 
 

The Berks are currently preparing their home for the holi-

day season. Even though their sons are now well into 

adulthood, Laura and Ken still light the Hanukkah candles 

and say the blessing, but now their homemade potato lat-

kes are enjoyed with friends. However, Laura gave her 

older son David the gift of a menorah, and her younger 

son's mother-in-law (though not Jewish) was thoughtful 

enough to give a menorah to Peter and his wife Melissa, 

too. So both sons are able to kindle the lights and remem-

ber. 
 

In her career and at home, Laura has climbed to new 

heights in life, both figuratively and literally! Laura enjoys 

gardening, hiking and the beauty of nature. Some of her 

notable adventures are climbing in the Grand Canyon, 

Glacier National Park, the Swiss Alps, and most recently 

New Brunswick, Canada. Laura is also fond of music and 

theater, and she loves a good audiobook for company in the 

garden or on walks or bike rides. 

 

KIM TOOHILL 
 

Kim Toohill is a Midwest 

native who was born in IN, 

and lived in many areas of 

the US before moving 

back to the Midwest. She 

moved to Bloomington in 

May 1983. Kim has three 

children, a son, 36 (living 

in Bloomington), and twin 

daughters. Both girls are 

currently serving their country in the U.S. Navy.  Both have 

just finished advanced training at Defense Language in 

beautiful Monterey, CA and have moved to the Baltimore, 

Md area. 

Kim received Bachelor of Science in General Agriculture 

with a minor in Anthropology from ISU, and has worked at 

Federal Express here in Bloomington for over fifteen years. 

Kim is a newcomer to Judaism. She has always had a 

strong belief in G-d, and life long sought to find a way to 

honor that. Kim has always considered herself a seeker, 

always searching for the meaning of life, but did not know 

much about Judaism. After speaking with an older Jewish 

acquaintance, she found that she identified a great deal with 

what he said, especially the idea that Jews should be an ex-

ample for other people.  
 

Since then Kim has been deeply engaged in Jewish learn-

ing. Always the seeker, she is enjoying the Torah study 

class, especially the openness and freedom to question and 

explore. She also recently read “To Life” by Harold Kush-

ner, which she highly recommends.  
 

Kim's active life also includes mountain bike riding and a 

love of dogs. She holds 3rd place for competitive woman 

mountain biking in our area. Kim currently shares her home 

with her husband Edward, and with five dogs. Four Aus-

tralian Shepherds and a 15 year old Bichon.  
 

An interesting fact about Kim, one of her daughters had a 

DNA test and found out they have Jewish ancestry in their 

background (Sephardic). 

Getting to Know You 
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Chanukah celebrates our religious   

survival despite strenuous attempts to 

force us to assimilate into the mass 

culture of Hellenistic society.  The  

dedication of the Maccabees can     

inspire us to create a warm and nurtur-

ing Jewish environment in our homes.   

Oftentimes, in December, we Jews feel 

that we are “missing something” and 

seek to incorporate societal practices 

which are completely antithetical to 

Judaism into our home life.  Rather 

than assimilating into the mass culture 

around us, we can use this time to focus 

on the creation of Jewish memories and 

traditions that are unique to our own 

families.  For example: 
 

***Make “family” menorahs for each 

of the children.  Each child receives a 

clay menorah, made especially for 

them by a parent.  The child then paints 

and decorates the menorah.  Parent and 

child light it together each night.  
 

***Children can make Chanukah dec-

orations that get stored away and dis-

played each year. 
 

***Every dinner during the Festival can 

feature a special Chanukah food (latkes, 

sufganiot, etc.) 
 

***Have an annual Chanukah party for 

friends and family you do not see often. 
 

***Collect Chanukah gelt from each 

member of the family and decide as a 

family what cause to donate it to. 
 

***Invite other families for a Chanukah 

Shabbat dinner.  Ask each family to 

bring   samples of their “traditional”  

family latkes.    
 

***Read a different Chanukah Story 

each night.  See Rabbi Lynn for sugges-

tions! 
 

***Make a Jewish memory book with 

your family’s favorite Jewish times   

together during the past year.  Each night 

of Chanukah add a new entry. 
 

***Ask Rabbi Lynn for a copy of the 

Chanukah Song Booklet, and sing a few 

Chanukah songs each night as you light 

the menorah. 

 

What is Chanukah? 

 Chanukah is an eight day festi-

val celebrating the miraculous victory of 

the Jewish revolt against Antiochus IV, 

and his Hellenistic forces in 165 B.C.E.  

(Jewish year 3595), and the subsequent 

rededication of the Temple which the 

Hellenists had converted into a Temple 

to Zeus.  This dedication began on the 

25th of Kislev and lasted eight days.  The 

Hebrew word “Chanukah” means dedica-

tion. 

 The Talmud teaches that  a mi-

raculous cruse of consecrated oil for the 

seven branched menorah in the Temple 

was discovered.  Though this cruse held 

barely enough oil for one day’s light, yet 

the flames lasted for eight days until 

new, pure oil could be made.  The Mac-

cabees proclaimed an annual eight day 

festival to begin on the 25th of Kislev, in 

order to recall their triumph,  and the 

Jewish people kept it as a popular festi-

val thereafter.  

 Chanukah is also referred to as 

the Festival of Lights.  The name  

might be as a remembrance of the mira-

cle of the oil.  Or it might have another 

origin.  Later generations of rabbis fo-

cused on the victory of God’s spiritual 

light against the darkness of idolatry, 

using the allegory of kindling light 

against the darkness of the winter 

months in the Chanukiah, with one 

branch for each of the days of the dedi-

cation of the Temple that the miracu-

lous oil burned.  The shamash, or 

worker candle, used to kindle the other 

eight reminds us how one man, 

Mattityahu, Judah’s father, sparked an 

entire revolt that ultimately led to the 

restoration of Jewish sovereignty over 

the land of Israel and the Temple. 

 Place your Chanukah Menorah 

in a prominent place, usually in the win-

dow, in order to “publicize the miracle”.  

It is also helpful to sit the Menorah on tin 

foil, both to prevent wax dripping and 

because it reflects the light and makes 

the celebration brighter and cheerier.  

The candles are placed in the Menorah 

from right to left as you look at it, in the 

same direction Hebrew is written.  Say 

the blessings, then light the shamash.  

Use the shamash to light the others.  

Light the new candle first.  In other 

words, light the candles from left to 

right.  Only  the shamash and one other 

candle are lit on the first night.  One can-

dle is added and lit for each additional 

night, until all eight candles plus the  

shamash are burning on the last night.  

On Shabbat, light the Menorah first, then 

use the shamash to light your Shabbat 

candles.   
Create Chanukah Traditions   

So How Do You Spell it 
Correctly? 

 Is it Chanukah, Hanuka, Cha-

nuka, Hanukkah, Chanukkah, or even 

Channookkah!!!  And the correct an-

swer is….it’s spelled correctly in    

Hebrew….. .  The English spell-

ings are all transliterations attempting 

to convey the sound of the Hebrew 

letters.  Pick the transliteration that you 

like the best! 

 The first letter, “  has the 

same guttural sound as the German 

“ach” as in Bach.  Some linguists rep-

resent that sound with a “ch” and some 

use the letter “h” with a dot underneath 

it.  The “ ” has a “k” sound.  The dot 

in the middle of the letter, called a 

dagesh, makes it a hard sound.  Some 

linguists use a “kk” to indicate the 

dagesh.  The “ ” , which sounds like an 

“n” does not have a dagesh in it, yet 

some believe that if the “k” is doubled, 

the “n” should be doubled too.  Finally, 

the final letter, the “ ” has an “h” 

sound.  It is silent at the end of the 

word, which explains why some choose 

to keep it while others drop it. 

How to Light  
the Chanukiyah 
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The Time-Honored 
Game of Dreidel 

 The modern dreidel, with its 

four Hebrew letters representing a 

phrase referring to Chanukah, is a time-

honored holiday tradition.  It is also a 

fun way to spend time while the can-

dles are burning. 

 The four sides contain these 

four letters:  nun),  gimmel), 

hey), shin), - - pey- -in Israel .  
These letters stand for the phrase:  

meaning, “a great miracle happened 

there” (“here”, on Israeli dreidels).   

 

HOW TO PLAY DREIDEL 
Everyone has a pot of nuts, chocolate 

gelt, raisins, pennies, or something else 

with which they can bet.  To start the 

game, each player puts one candy in 

the middle.  The players then take turns 

spinning the dreidel.    

 

If the dreidel lands on meaning 

ganze, or “all” in Yiddush) the player 

gets the whole pot.  Then each player 

puts another candy in the middle.  The 

next person spins. 
 

If the dreidel lands on /
(meaning shtel, or “put in” in Yid-

dush), the player puts a candy into the 

middle.  The next player spins. 
 

 If the dreidel lands on  (meaning 

halb, or “half” in Yiddush), the player 

takes half of the  pot.  If there is an odd 

number, the player takes the smaller 

portion.  The next player spins. 
 

 If the dreidel lands on  (meaning 

nisht, or “nothing” in Yiddush), the 

player does nothing.  The next player 

spins. 

 
 

The game ends at a certain time, after a 

certain number of spins, after a specific 

number of gimmels, or after one player 

wins all the candies. 

Is it 8 - 1 or 1 - 8?  
 Two of the greatest Rabbis of 

all times, Hillel and Shammai argued 

about the correct way to light the Me-

norah.  Shammai claimed that since 

there was less and less oil left burning 

in the Temple Menorah each day, the 

number of lights in the Chanukah Me-

norah should similarly decrease each 

day.  In other words, eight wicks of oil 

would be lit on the first night, seven on 

the second, and so on, until only one 

wick was lit on the last night of Chanu-

kah. 

 Hillel disagreed.  (He and 

Shammai never agreed about any-

thing!)  He argued that each night that 

the oil continued to burn, the miracle 

became greater.  Therefore, Hillel 

taught, on the first night we light one 

wick, two on the second, and so on 

until we reach the eighth night on 

which we light eight wicks.  Moreover 

Hillel taught, it would be wrong for the 

light of Chanukah to diminish over the 

holiday.  Our joy and our celebration in 

the miracles of the holiday should only 

increase, and never decrease. 

 As you can guess, the opinion 

of Hillel was the generally accepted 

one.  Hence, we light one candle on the 

first night, and increase our joy, and 

our light over the course of the holiday. 

Chanukiyah vs.  
Menorah 

 All Chanukah lamps are 

“menorahs”, but not all menorahs are 

Chanukah lamps.  A menorah is a sev-

en-branched  candelabra consisting of 

three branches on each side of the cen-

tral branch.  It is this type of lamp that 

was used in the Tabernacle in the de-

sert, in the Temple, and which is now 

one of the symbols of Israel. 

 A Chanukiyah must have eight 

candles plus a shamas to light the oth-

ers.  The shamas is not necessarily in 

the middle.  

Why Play Dreidel? 

 When the Antiochus IV de-

creed that the teaching or studying of 

Torah was a crime requiring severe 

punishment, the Jews defiantly contin-

ued to teach their children in secret.  

When Syrian patrols would come near, 

the children would pull out dreidels and 

pretend to be playing an innocent 

game. 

 Our dreidel games are not 

only fun, but they are an important re-

minder our success at maintaining our 

faith, despite the efforts to stop us. 

Maccabee 

 Scholars are unsure about the 

origin of the word Maccabee.  One 

theory is that it is an acrostic created by 

joining the first letter of the Hebrew 

words; “Mi kamocha ba’elim Adonai”  

This was the prayer the Jews sang as 

they crossed the Red Sea to safety.  It 

means “Who among the gods is like 

You, O Lord?”  It is a prayer of thanks 

for Divine Deliverance.  The Mi Cham-

ocha is also supposedly the legend on 

Judah Maccabee’s banner which he 

carried into battle. 

 Another theory teaches that 

Maccabee is a derivative of the Hebrew 

word for hammer, makav.  This nick-

name implied Judah’s great strength. 

MMT Chanukah  
Weekend Happenings  

Shabbat Chanukah at MMT 12/14 

 Friday, December 14th. 7:15 

pm.  Celebration our rededication to Ju-

daism and to our Temple with the instal-

lation of our new Rabbi, Lynn Goldstein 

Chanukah Dinner 12/15 

 Our celebration of Chanukah, of 

rededication continues with our Chanu-

kah Dinner.  Saturday evening, Decem-

ber 15th at 6:00.  Featuring a special per-

formance by our religious school stu-

dents 

Religious School Chanukah Party 

12/16 
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The Chanukah Blessings 

We kindle these lights because of the wondrous 

deliverance You performed for our ancestors.  

During these eight days of Chanukah, these lights 

are sacred; we are not to use them but only to be-

hold them, so that their glow may rouse us to give 

thanks for Your wondrous acts of deliverance. 

Place the candles in the Menorah 

from right to left.  Light them from 

left to right.  Light the Shamash 

candle first, and use it to light the 

other candles. 

Haneirot Halalu   

(These Lights are Holy) 
 

In addition to reciting the blessings 

over kindling the menorah, it is tra-

ditional to recite the words  below 

to remind us that the candles are  

sacred..  
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 The Board of Trustees of MMT 

voted last year to begin funding the PJ 

Library program at MMT.  Children be-

tween the ages of 6 months and 7 years 

receive several free Jewish books through-

out the year, as well as recorded Jewish 

music, and a DVD with Jewish content.  

The national PJ Library program pays 

50% of the cost of the materials given to 

the children, and our Temple pays the rest.  

We currently have 12 children enrolled in 

the program, and we have two additional 

openings for the coming year.  If you 

would like to enroll your child, please con-

tact Linda Unterman as soon as possible. 

 The article below explains the 

value of this program, and the impact it 

can have over time in our community. 

********************************** 

 When one man dreamed of send-

ing Jewish books to young children, he 

never imagined the transformative impact 

it would have on families all over the 

world.    

 More than 200,000 children re-

ceive blue and white envelopes from PJ 

Library each month across the globe, 

packed with books such as Something for 

Nothing, Bagels for Benny, Chicken Man, 

and A Coat for the Moon. Those tales 

spark a special magic as they become part 

of a child’s nighttime routine, a family 

ritual, a bond between parent and child, 

and the fusion between generations and 

Jewish communities.  

 The brainchild of Jewish philan-

thropist Harold Grinspoon, the PJ Library 

grew from his desire to engage families 

who had moved away from their Jewish 

roots either through intermarriage or sim-

ple disconnection from the faith. By deliv-

ering a beautiful picture book that carries 

Jewish stories, traditions, and folklore into 

the homes and bedrooms of children, the 

message would permeate in a gentle, wel-

coming way. Today, there are reams of 

letters from grateful recipients to validate 

Mr. Grinspoon’s conviction that the way to 

a Jewish family’s heart and soul is through 

storytelling.   

 In 2005, PJ Library started by 

mailing 200 books each month. Now, more 

than 200,000 books go out monthly to 

families in more than 165 communities in 

the United States, Canada and Israel. Re-

cent international expansion brings books 

to families in Australia, and conversations 

are underway, exploring further global 

expansion.   

 One of those moving stories came 

from Valerie Khaytina of New York City 

who grew up in Ukraine where Communist 

society frowned upon the Jewish culture. 

When she became a mother, she wondered 

how she and her husband, also Ukrainian, 

would build a natural bridge for their 

daughters to their Jewish history since they 

did not know much about it themselves. 

“The answer came in a nice PJ Library 

package,” she wrote to Mr. Grinspoon.

 “Reading the books together with 

my children fills in what I missed myself 

as a child,” Khaytina continued. “I learn 

about the wonders of Judaism together 

with them and slowly, being Jewish be-

comes more than just a nationality (as it 

was in the Soviet Union) or religion; the 

books help to bring us closer to the com-

munity and to the beauty of our culture…

This leads us, as a family, to build our own 

Jewish traditions and instill Jewish values 

into our children, the first generation 

American Jews in my family.” 

 The books were a powerful draw 

for me to become Director of PJ Library. 

After a career as a Jewish educator of spe-

cial needs, elementary, and b’nai mitzvah 

students, I was only tempted to leave my 

home in the classroom when PJ Library 

was born. My favorite part of teaching had 

always been engaging with students 

around a great story. (As a matter of fact, 

there are many former students out there 

who will recall bringing me a tissue when I 

couldn’t get the final words out without 

catching my breath.) The opportunity of 

helping to bring wonderful Jewish litera-

ture to families who otherwise would not 

have access to it was just too great for me 

to pass up.   

 The rigorous book selection pro-

cess is, by far, my favorite part of being 

director. The team is made up of expert 

Jewish and early childhood educators who 

pore through hundreds of books and manu-

scripts each year. First and foremost, we 

want books that tell compelling stories, are 

beautifully illustrated, and will spark 

meaningful Jewish conversations.We are 

deeply committed to showing all kinds of 

Jewish families doing all kinds of Jewish 

things. Stories show orthodox families 

living in the shtetl, female rabbis, families 

who adopt a child from Vietnam, families 

who travel to Israel, Jewish children who 

become friends with children of other 

faiths, cultures, and races; and families that 

come in all shapes and sizes and practice 

their Judaism in a variety of ways. 

 PJ Library’s award-winning 

books help parents and children alike learn 

the back stories on holidays, recipes, and 

customs so that everyone is brought into 

the fold.    

 Eliza Beringhause wrote to tell us 

about a memorable family seder in Rhode 

Island four years ago. She and her husband 

hosted the dinner, and their daughter, smit-

ten with the PJ book, Let My People Go, 

insisted that they incorporate the story into 

the traditional seder. Beringhause and her 

husband bought a dozen copies of the 

books and assigned roles in the book to 

each guest and family member, ranging in 

age from six to sixty-seven, so they could 

perform the story. There were a lot of 

laughs that night, and the books forged a 

new family tradition, Beringhause said. 

“The reading of this book broke the ice 

and created a dynamic which encouraged 

conversation and creativity in looking at 

    

 Continued on page 10 

Books as Community Building Blocks:  

How PJ Library Changes Jewish Lives 

http://www.tikkun.org/tikkundaily/2012/02/09/books-as-community-building-blocks-how-pj-library-changes-jewish-lives/
http://www.tikkun.org/tikkundaily/2012/02/09/books-as-community-building-blocks-how-pj-library-changes-jewish-lives/
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THE OSRUI EXPERIENCE:   

An Opportunity of a Lifetime 

 OSRUI is a place of fun and excitement where eve-

ry child is important.  As we prepare to celebrate our 60th 

anniversary, we look with pride on the more than 30,000 chil-

dren who have passed through our gates, building lifelong 

friendships, exploring their Jewish identity, and having the 

time of their lives. Today, URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Insti-

tute serves over 1,000 campers each summer from all over 

North America and beyond.   

 We see our mission, in part, as providing opportuni-

ties for the pursuit of excellence in Jewish life experiences. 

Sessions are varied and focus on specific areas of interest, in-

cluding Kibbutz life, the arts, Hebrew immersion, and more. 

We offer a wealth of activities, from archery and the Alpine 

Tower to drama, photography, and waterskiing, to name just a 

few. Most importantly, our programs foster independence and 

personal growth.    Our staff mem-

bers are carefully selected from among applicants from all over 

the United States, Canada, Israel, and Europe. More than two 

thirds of our counselors have grown up as OSRUI campers. 

This provides us with the opportunity to know them well and 

continue past traditions. Nothing is more important to us than 

the safety and well being of our campers. For that reason, our 

staff members are generally older and more experienced than 

those at many other camps. Our counselors in training 

(members of our Machon program) are high school graduates. 

Counselors are at least 19 years of age or entering sophomores 

in college. Unit heads are college graduates or at least 21 years 

of age. Most specialists are over 21 with significant experience 

in their area of interest.     

 More than 40 rabbis, cantors, and educators from 

Reform congregations join us for at least two weeks each, 

helping campers learn more about themselves and their Juda-

ism. Our faculty works with all of the programs at Camp, shap-

ing the learning activities, guiding worship experiences, lend-

ing a knowledgeable helping hand in bar/bat mitzvah prepara-

tion, and just being a new adult friend to our campers.

 We invite you and your family to join us for 

OSRUI 2012!!  Go to OSRUI.URJcamps.org or contact Rabbi 

Lynn. 

the Haggadah and the story of Moses…. We had a guest who 

commented that although he attended a seder every year, he did-

n’t really know the story…. We had a very meaningful seder, 

which was truly enhanced by the PJ Library.”  

 Clearly, books have that powerful ability to illuminate 

issues but also to bring people together almost as if around a 

fireplace of connection, understanding, and camaraderie. We 

often hear of stories about the books coming to individual homes 

but then a wider community connection takes place. 

 For Emily Theriot, moving to Knoxville, TN, meant 

moving her interfaith family away from the established PJ Li-

brary program in Houston, TX. “While I make great strides to 

learn about the religion,” wrote Emily, who is not Jewish but 

married to a Jewish man, “I am not always able to answer ques-

tions.” The books gave her the answers, and her three-year-old 

daughter loved the program. Theriot and her family worked to 

bring the program to Knoxville by connecting to Knoxville Jew-

ish agencies and day schools. Proudly, she talks about being the 

non-Jew who brought PJ to a new community and recently be-

came the PJ professional. “The PJ Library made a profound im-

pact on my entire family, and, in turn, on my entire community,” 

she said.      

 For the Sapersteins, a Jewish military family living in 

Sicily, there were no rabbis, temples or many Jewish families 

nearby, and their young son was the only Jewish boy in his ele-

mentary school. “He has struggled with feeling different,” wrote 

Lucia Saperstein. “Several of the PJ Library books we received 

have been perfect for discussing these feelings, and at his re-

quest, my husband and I read the books to his class.” Afterward, 

some of the children came to their home for Shabbat dinner, and 

one boy even asked his parents if they could become Jewish to 

have matzah ball soup on Friday nights.   

 Others have personal epiphanies. Ellie Gilbert of Port-

land, Oregon married a Jewish man and they agreed to raise their 

children Jewish even though that was not her background. 

“Great, now how do I do that?” she wrote to Mr. Grinspoon.

 She signed up for an introductory course on Judaism 

taught by rabbis. That didn’t work. She bought a few books but 

they sat on her bedside table. Then, the PJ Library books arrived 

for their daughter, Jensen. As they read together, they became 

Jewishly schooled. “In short, I wasn’t as intimidated by it all 

anymore,” said Gilbert who then converted to Judaism. “I know 

that when you talk about the impact of a program like PJ Li-

brary, it seems hard to 

quantify. Know this: I am 

a Jew by Choice because 

of the PJ Library. Be-

cause of the PJ Library, 

my child is being raised 

in a Jewish home, by 

Jewish parents, even if 

one of us didn’t start out 

that way. The impact, on 

my family at least, has 

been life-changing.” 

PJ Library        
(continued from page 9) 
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CHANUKAH RECIPES 
Sweet Potato Dessert Latkes 

4 large sweet potatoes 

2 eggs 

2 Tbsp matzah meal or flour 

1 tsp sugar 

2 Tbsp plumped raisins (soak 1 hour in 

wine or juice) 

2 Tbsp chopped dates 

1/4 cup chopped walnuts 

Vegetable oil for frying 
 

Grate peeled potatoes and drain well. 

Add eggs, matzah meal, sugar. Blend. 

Fold in raisins, dates and walnuts.  Drop 

by tablespoonfuls into hot oil in heavy 

frying pan.  The oil should be deep 

enough to almost cover the batter.  

Brown on one side and then flip over.  

Drain on paper towels.  Serve piping hot 

with applesauce or sour cream. 

 

Latkes 

4 large potatoes or 6 medium ones 

1 medium onion 

1 tsp salt 

1 well beaten egg 

3 Tbsp Matzah meal 

1/2 tsp baking powder 

Vegetable oil for frying 
 

Finely grate peeled potatoes.  Grate the 

onion and add it to the potatoes.  Add the 

rest of the ingredients except the oil and 

mix well.  Drop by tablespoonfuls into 

hot oil in heavy frying pan.  The oil 

should be deep enough to almost cover 

the batter.  Brown on one side and then 

flip over.  Drain on paper towels.  Serve 

piping hot with applesauce or sour 

cream. 
 

Cheese and Raisin Latkes 

2 eggs separated   1/4 cup water 

2 tbsp sugar  1 tsp salt 

2 cups/1 pound  3/4 cup flour 

   Cottage cheese  1/2 cup raisins 
 

Beat together the egg yolks, water, sugar 

and salt until well mixed.  Stir in cottage 

cheese.  Add flour.  Stir until well blend-

ed.  Mix in raisins.  Beat egg white until 

stiff, fold into cheese mixture.  Heat 

about 1/8—1/4 inch oil in large heavy 

skillet.  Drop about 1/4 cup mix into oil.  

Fry on each side until golden brown.  

Add oil as needed to maintain proper 

depth.  Serve hot with sour cream.  

Makes about 12  

Sufganiot 
 

In Israel, the delicacy for Chanukah is Suf-

ganiyot, jelly-filled donuts. 
 

Dough 

2 packets active dry yeast 

1 cup warm water 

1/3 cup plus 1 tsp granulated sugar 

1/3 cup butter or margarine, melted and 

cooled 

1 large egg 

1 large egg yolk 

1 tsp salt 

1/4 cup instant nonfat dry milk powder 

1 1/3 cups all purpose white un-

bleached flour 
 

Filling 

1/4 cup thick jam (any flavor) 
 

For frying and coating 

Vegetable oil 

Granulated or confectioner’s sugar 

 

 In a large mixing bowl, com-

bine yeast, 1/2 cup of the water and 1 

tsp sugar.  Let mixture sit for 5 minutes 

or until foamy; add remaining 1/2 cup 

of water, 1/3 cup sugar, melted butter, 

egg, egg yolk, salt, dry milk, and 2 1/3 

cups of flour.  Beat with electric mixer 

at medium speed for 3 minutes; stir in 

remaining 1 cup of flour by hand to 

make soft dough. 

 Scrape down dough on sides 

of bowl, cover loosely with plastic 

wrap and dish towel.  Let rise in a 

warm place for a hour to an hour and a 

half, or until doubled in bulk. 

 Turn dough out onto lightly 

floured surface, and knead for about 

two minutes until smooth.  Let dough 

rest for 10 minutes, then divide in half 

and roll out each half to 1/4 inch thick-

ness.  Cut out 12  three inch diameter 

circles from each half 

 Beat reserved egg white until 

frothy.  Brush some of it over one of 

the circles.  Place a scant teaspoon of 

jam in the center of the circle.  Top it 

with another circle, sandwich style.  

Pinch the outside edges of the circles 

together well to seal them.  Place on 

floured  baking sheet or board.  Repeat 

with remaining circles.  Cover loosely 

with dish towel and let rise until nearly 

doubled in size. 

Sufganiot, con’t. 

 Put enough oil into large 

saucepan or wok, about 2 inches deep.  

Heat oil until hot, about 350 degrees.  

Gently drop a few of the donuts into 

the oil so they are not too crowded.  

Fry for about 3 minutes on each side, or 

until they are puffed and golden brown.  

Drain well on paper towels.  Coat with 

granulated or confectioners sugar.  Re-

peat until all donuts have been fried 

and coated.  For best texture and flavor, 

serve within a few hours of cooking. 

 

Menorah Sandwich 

1 Slice of Bread 

2 Tbsp whipped cream cheese 

8 small pretzel sticks 

1 long thin slice of carrot or celery 

9 raisins 

 

Spread the cream cheese on the bread.  

Make a Menorah in the middle of the 

bread, using the pretzel sticks for the 8 

candles, the carrot stick to make the 

shamash, and the raisins for the candle 

flames. 

 

Health Food Dreidels 

1 cucumber 

3 radishes 

3 olives without pits 

3 cherry tomatoes 

1/4 lb of cheese in a chunk 
 

     Cut the cucumber and cheese into 

3/4’ cubes to make dreidel bodies. 

     Cut the olives, radishes, and cherry 

tomatoes in half.  Attach them with 

toothpicks to make dreidel spinners. 
 

Herbed Latkes 

2 eggs  3 cups grated potato 

3 tbsp flour 1/3 cup grated onion 

1.5 tsp salt            1/2 tsp parsley flakes 

Oil  1/2 tsp rosemary   

1/4 tsp pepper             leaves 

                  1/4 tsp ground sage 

Beat eggs until light and foamy.  Stir in 

grated potatoes, grated onion, flour, 

seasonings and herbs until thoroughly 

blended.  Heat about 1/8—1/4 inch oil 

in large heavy skillet.  Drop about 1/4 

cup mix into oil.  Fry on each side until 

golden brown. Add oil as needed to 

maintain proper depth.  Serve hot with 

sour cream.  Makes about 12  
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From The World of Jewish Cooking  

by Gil Marks 

 

 

Atayef 

Syrian Filled Chanukah Pancakes 

 Vegetable oil for frying  

1 recipe atayef batter 

1 recipe atayef filling 

1 1/2 cups sugar syrup, cooked 

 

 Preheat griddle or large skillet 

over medium heat.  Lightly grease with 

oil.  In batches, drop the batter by ta-

blespoons to form 3 inch pancakes and 

fry until bubbles appear on the tops.  

Do not fry the tops.  Remove the pan-

cakes and cover with a clean kitchen 

towl to keep moist.. 

 Place 1 tsp of filling in the 

center of the uncooked side of each 

pancake and fold in half to enclose the 

filling, pressing the edges together to 

seal.  Or top each pancake with a se-

cond pancake.  (The atayef may be 

prepared ahead to this point and frozen.  

Do not thaw before frying.  Increase 

the cooking time.) 

 Heat about 2 inches of oil to 

about 375 degrees.  In batches, deep-

fry the pancakes, turning once, until 

golden brown on both sides, 2 to 3 

minutes.  Remove with a slotted spoon 

and drain on paper towels.  Drizzle the 

warm pancakes with the cooled atar 

(sugar syrup).  

 

 

Yeast Atayef Batter 

1 tsp. Active dry yeast 

2 2/3 cups lukewarm water 

1 Tbsp sugar 

1 large egg 

2 Tbsp butter or margarine, melted 

Pinch of salt 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

 

Dissolve yeast in 1/4 cup warm water.  

Stir in  1 tsp. of sugar and let stand 

about 5 minutes until foamy.  Add re-

maining water, remaining sugar, egg, 

butter, and salt.  Gradually stir in the 

flour to make a smooth batter.  Cover 

and let rise a room temperature for 

about 1 1/2 hours.  Stir. 

 

 

 

 

Baking Powder Atayef Batter 

1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

1 Tbsp sugar 

1 3/4 tsp double acting baking powder 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 1/4 cups water or 3/4 cup yogurt and 

1/2 cup milk 

1 large egg, lightly beaten 

2 Tbsp vegetable oil 

 

Sift together the flour, sugar, baking 

powder, and salt.  Blend together the 

water, egg, and oil.  Stir into the flour 

mixture.  Or process all of the ingredi-

ents in a blender until smooth. 

 

 

Atayef Cheese Filling 

Combine 8 ounces drained ricotta or 

small curd cottage cheese and 1/4 to 

1/2 cup sugar (optional) 

 

 

Atayef Nut Filling 

Combine 1 cup chopped walnuts or 

pistachios, 2 to 3 Tbsp sugar, 1/2 tsp 

rose water and 1/2 tsp orange blossom 

water.   

 

Variation:  Add 1/2 tsp ground cinna-

mon and substitue 2 tsp water for the 

rose water and orange blossom water.   

 

 

Atar (Sugar Syrup) 
Combine in a heavy 1 quart saucepan,  

2 cups of sugar or 1 cup of sugar and 1 

cup of honey with 1 cup of water and 2 

tsp of lemon juice.  Bring to a boil, 

stirring frequently.  Reduce the heat to 

medium low and simmer, without stir-

ring, until the mixture is syrupy or reg-

isters 212 degrees on a candy thermom-

eter, about 10 minutes.  Let cool.  Store 

in the refrigerator.   
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For 

Featuring 

Danny Maseng, Marilyn Price and Jordan Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
along with 

Cantor Ellen Dreskin and Fran Uditsky Moss 
Thursday, February 28, 4 pm - Sunday morning, March 3, 2013 

 
Workshops, intensives and sharing circles are designed to provide storytellers, 
worship leaders and youth workers with new material as well as guided opportunities 
to hone skills and share experiences with other participants. 
 

MAGGID Storytelling Workshop 
OSRUI‛s Newest Program for All Those Who Enjoy the World of Stories 

For more information or to register: 
OSRUIprograms@urj.org    847-239-6984 

URJ Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute   Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 



Moses Montefiore Temple Bulletin Page 16 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund/food 

packages for Hurricaine Victims at 

Temple Am Echad in Long Island 
 

Anonymous 

Eva Wyman 

Eitan and Gina Weltman 

David and Janet Rubin 

Drs. Steve and Ruth Ann Fried-

berg 
 

NOTE:  Many people took time to 

prepare food as well.  Thank you to 

the Hillel Students, Eva Wyman, 

Victoria Pike, Sheri Kinman, Barb 

Macke, Rabbi Lynn, Hilary Bair, 
and others who cooked and donated 

food.  Without you this would not 

have been possible.  Thanks to Hila-

ry Bair and Julie Loy for packing 

the boxes and David Silver and Kim 

Toohill for logistical help getting 

everything shipped. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Opportunities  

for Tzedakah 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund for Hurri-

cane Sandy Victims—shipping of food 

packages to Temple Am Echad , Long 

Island, New York. 
 

Through the Reform Movement at 

URJ.org: 

URJ fund for Hurricane Victims   

URJ fund for Israeli Victims of Terror 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit 

or a phone call from our Rabbi, 

please be sure to call Virginia in 

the office, or speak directly with 

Rabbi Koshner to make sure we are 

aware of the situation  

 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

Rabbi Paul and Andrea Kaplan in 

honor of Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wed-

ding 
 

Bill and June Bain in honor of Rabbi 

Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 
 

Drs. Laurie and Raymond Bergner in 

honor of Rabbi Lynn and Jack’s wedding 
 

Genny and Gerry Weiss in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 
 

Suzanne & Bill Bierman in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 
 

Ken and Penny Powders in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 
 

Eitan and Gina Weltman in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 

 

TEMPLE GENERAL FUND 
 

Rabbi Paul and Andrea Kaplan in 

honor of  Jane and Charles Vogel 
 

Bill and June Bain in memory of Elaine 

Herzog’s father 

 

MMT YOUTH GROUP 

 

Tami Martin, Roger Day, Avery and 

Hallie Martin-Chadwick in honor of 

Rabbi Lynn’s and Jack’s wedding 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Alan Englander, donation of TV and 

VCR for use by Hillel and MMT stu-

dents. 

We Give Thanks.... 
 

We give thanks for the thoughtfulness of those who support the Temple by remembering and/or 

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

“Whom the Holy One loves, The Holy One sends a  

golden opportunity for Tzedakah…” 
Zohar, The Book of Splendor 

A Very Special Gift for  

8th Night of Chanukah 
 

 In place of giving a usual 

8th Night of Chanukah gift, you can 

honor a child of your choice by 

feeding hungry Ethiopian-Israeli 

children, whose families live with 

"food insecurity", below the pov-

erty line. 

 In Israel, $36 can buy a 

dozen nourishing hot lunches for 

hungry Ethiopian-Israeli children in 

after-school classes run by the 

North American Conference on 

Ethiopian Jews.   

 At the same time, with each 

$36 donation, you can honor an 

American child or other recipient, 

who will receive a personalized 

8th Night of Chanukah certifi-

cate!       

 To help feed these hungry 

Jewish children, and at the same 

time, honor someone with a special 

gift in their name, go to NACO-

EJ.org or call 212-233-5200 

TZEDAKAH  
 Contributions to individuals 

in need, local and national charitable 

institutions, and other philanthropies, 

are traditional ways of observing the 

mitzvah of tzedakah (righteousness). 

As Jews, we have the obligation to 

establish justice by being righteous, 

upright and compassionate and, above 

all, by helping others. Jews throughout 

the ages have been making contribu-

tions to their synagogues in recogni-

tion of such special events as holidays, 

bar/bat mitzvah celebrations, birth-

days, weddings, anniversaries, recov-

ery from accidents or illnesses, honor-

ing the deceased, ob-serving yahrzeits, 

and many other occasions.  

 MMT encourages the gifting 

of funds to support the Temple and its 

community.  
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12-2    Dayna Nielsen 

12-3    Dr. Jared Brown 

12-5    Jack Dougherty 

12-9    Steve Bernstein 

12-10  Beth Sender 

12-11  Molly Sender 

12-11  Samuel Moravec 

12-14  Gladys Dietch 

12-15  Elizabeth Bergner 

12-15  Joshua Moravec 

12-17  Bert Kern 

12-18  Rachel Friedberg 

12-21  Meredith Mercier 

12-21  Eitan Weltman 

12-28  Cathie Marx 

12-31  Hannah Eisner 

12-17  Dr. George & Myra   

 Gordon   

(Happy 40th Anniversary!) 

 

12-27  Dr. Mark & Eva  

 Wyman 

 

12-29  Bert & Barb Kern 
 

 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

Refuah 

Sh'lemah 
 

Our best wishes and prayers  

for better health to our friends 

and loved ones..... 
 

Donna Lebow 

Riki Leiken 

Rona Loeb 

Jeff Loeb 

Jobie Tick 

 

To add someone to our  

Refuah Sh’lemah list,  

please call the office! 

Important Reminders: 
 

Would you prefer to receive the 

Bulletin in the mail?  Call the 

office for details how to do so. 

 

If you have an email address and 

are not yet on our email list, or if 

you change your email address, 

please, let the office know so we 

can keep in touch with you! 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahrzeits 
 

We remember those who brought light to 

our lives. Their memories are a blessing.  

 

Friday, December 7, 2012 

Gustave Ensel Deitch 

Clare Pines 

Hannah Ochs Livingston 

Ethel Goldberg Deitch 

Joseph Gross 
 

Friday, December 14, 2012 

Sol Shulman 

Phillip Bernstein 

Bess Tepper Schmelzer 

Anna Bergner 

Alfred Schuster 

Julius Griesheim 

Kenny Loy 

Sam Livingston 
 

Friday, December 21, 2012 

Ethel Keller 

Irving Lowenthal 

Augusta Roemer 

Lynne Zidell 
 

Friday, December 28, 2012 

Otto Elkan 

Rose D. Grossman 

Helen Pagano 

Ethel Cohen 

Grace Gordon 

Helene Schnabel 

Anna Davidson 

Lena Gorssman 

Abraham Rosenthal 

Bernard Sevel 

Bessie Sycle 

 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit or a 

phone call from our Rabbi, please be 

sure to call Hilary in the office, or 

speak directly with Rabbi Lynn to 

make sure we are aware of the situa-

tion  



Moses Montefiore Temple Bulletin Page 18 

 Moses Montefiore 

Temple  
A MEMBER OF THE  

UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM 

102 Robinhood Circle 

Bloomington, IL  61701 
 

309-662-3182 

MMTemple@frontier.org 

http://mosesmontefiorecongregation.org/ 

Contains Timely Material 

“Return Service Requested” 

 

We Believe in a Lifetime of Jewish Learning. 
We are never too old, or too busy, or too wise  

to continue learning. 
 

Join us for Jewish Learning with Rabbi Lynn 
 

Weekly Torah Study 
Saturdays at 11:00 

 

Weekly Introduction to Judaism 
Wednesdays at 7 pm 

 

One day Learn-to-Read-Hebrew Marathon 
Sunday, January 20th 12-7 pm 

Call the office 309-662-3182 to reserve your place 

December 2012  
Temple Bulletin 

Who is the man who is satisfied with his life?  One who 

loves each day and sees good…                          Psalms 13:2 


