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In honor of Israel’s 65th Birthday…... 

 

For the Jews, Israel is a state of mind.  It is not only a piece of 

geography.   It is history.       It is theology.            It is memory. 

It is Jewish tears and Jewish triumphs.   It is Jewish anguish and 

Jewish ecstasy.   It is childhood legends and Biblical verses. 

It is the direction that we pray and the subject of our prayers. 

It is exile and homecoming…   Haim Hefer 

 
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

 The land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. 

Here their spiritual, religious andnational identity was formed. Here 

they achieved independence and created a culture of national and uni-

versal significance. Here they wrote and gave the Bible to the world.

 Exiled from Palestine, the Jewish people remained faithful to 

it in all the countries of their dispersion, never ceasing to pray and 

hope for their return and the restoration of their national freedom.

 Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove throughout 

the centuries to go back to the land of their ancestors and regain their 

statehood. In recent decades they returned in masses. They reclaimed 

the wilderness, revived their language, built cities and villages and 

established a vigorous and ever-growing community with its own eco-

nomic and cultural life. They sought peace yet were ever prepared to 

defend themselves. They brought the blessing of progress to all inhab-

itants of the country.     

 In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress, inspired by The-

odor Herzl's vision of the Jewish State, proclaimed the right of the 

Jewish people to national revival in their own country…. 

 The Nazi Holocaust, which engulfed millions of Jews in Eu-

rope, proved a new the urgency of the re-establishment of the Jewish 

state, which would solve the problem of Jewish homelessness by open-

ing the gates to all Jews and lifting the Jewish people to equality in in 

the family of nations….     

 On November 29, 1947, the General Assembly of the United 

Nations adopted a Resolution for the establishment of an independent 

Jewish State in Palestine, and called upon the inhabitants of the coun-

try to take such steps as may be necessary on their part to put the plan 

into effect…..It is, moreover, the self-evident right of the Jewish peo-

ple to be a nation, as all other nations, in its own sovereign State.

 ACCORDINGLY, WE, the members of the National Council, 

representing the Jewish people in Palestine and the Zionist movement 

of the world...HEREBY PROCLAIM the establishment of the Jewish 

State in Palestine, to be called ISRAEL….   

     
the Land of Israel, Palestine] was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here MMT Reflections  

 THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open to the immigra-

tion of Jews from all countries of their dispersion; will promote 

the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabit-

ants; will be based on the precepts of liberty, justice and peace 

taught by the Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full 

social and political equality of all its citizens, without distinction 

of race, creed or sex; will guarantee full freedom of conscience, 

worship, education and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and 

inviolability of the shrines and Holy Places of all religions; and 

will dedicate itself to the principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations…      

 In the midst of wanton aggression, we yet call upon the 

Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel to return to the ways of 

peace and play their part in the development of the State, with full 

and equal citizenship and due representation in its bodies and 

institutions - provisional or permanent.  

 We offer peace and unity to all the neighboring states 

and their peoples, and invite them to cooperate with the independ-

ent Jewish nation for the common good of all. 

 Our call goes out the Jewish people all over the world to 

rally to our side in the task of immigration and development and 

to stand by us in the great struggle for the fulfillment of the dream 

of generations - the redemption of Israel.   

 With trust in Almighty God, we set our hand to this Dec-

laration, at this Session of the Provisional State Council, in the 

city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, the fifth of Iyar, 5708, the 

fourteenth day of May, 1948. 

FROM:A LETTER TO THE WORLD FROM JERUSALEM 

Here the prophets walked, their words flashing like forked light-

ening.  Here a people who wanted nothing more than to be left 

alone, fought off waves of heathen would-be conquerors, bled 

and died on the battlements, hurled themselves into the flames of 

their burning Temple rather than surrender; and when finally 

overwhelmed by sheer numbers and led away into captivity, 

swore that before they forgot Jerusalem, they would see their 

tongues cleave to their palates, their right arms wither…For the 

first time since the year 70 there is now complete religious free-

dom for all in Jerusalem.  For the first time since the Romans put 

the torch to the Temple everyone has equal rights….We are 

home.  It has a lovely sound ...We have redeemed the pledge 

made by our forefathers:  Jerusalem is being rebuilt.  “Next year” 

and the year after, and after, and after, until the end of time, “in 

Jerusalem!” 

http://www.stateofisrael.com/resolution
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IN CELEBRATION OF IN CELEBRATION OF   

ISRAEL’S 65ISRAEL’S 65thth  BIRTHDAY!!!BIRTHDAY!!!  
 

Stories For the Soul:  

A Journey Through Israel 
With internationally famous  

Israeli Storyteller & MMT Artist-in-Residence  

Noa Baum! 

Email MMT to RSVP for brunch or dinner on the Sunday, April 14th. 

RSVP’s must be received by Friday April 12, 2013 

 

Saturday, April 13 

Impossible to Translate but I’ll Try: True Life Israeli Stories 
7:00 pm True stories about life in Israel 

 

Sunday, April 14 

The Sabbath Dress: Stories from Jewish Tradition 
Stories about Jewish life, values, experiences, and Israel.  

Brunch at 10:00 $5.00 per person. Presentation at 10:45 
 

Israel: A Land Twice Promised 
This program follows the relationship between 2 Israeli and 2 Palestinian women as they struggle to 

maintain their friendship despite the hostilities  around them.  The phrase “A Land Twice Promised” 

refers to the promises made by the British to both Jews and Arabs for sovereignty over the same 

piece of land.  We have invited both the Islamic Center and the Masjid Ibrahim to participate.  

Presentation at 4:00 followed by Middle Eastern dinner.  

Donations gratefully accepted for dinner. 
 

DON’T M
ISS T

HIS!
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 On January 6, 1984 I raised my right hand and was sworn 

in as an officer in United States Army Reserve. For the next six 

years I would learn a great deal about what a staff judge advocate 

general does. Of course at the same time you also learned quite a 

bit about what goes on in a huge organization like the army. It was 

a never ending battle to learn all the acronyms, the hierarchy and 

all the new rules and regulations. Reorganization seemed to be a 

monthly occurrence. Frankly I wondered how the enlisted folk 

kept it all straight. Even with two degrees I was having a rough 

time. 

 I tell you that as I begin to learn what goes on at URJ. I 

just sat through another webinar for congregational presidents 

about the most recent reorganization of our umbrella reform group. 

Just like the Army, we seem to be in the process of reinventing 

ourselves. I certainly can’t say I was an expert on the structure of 

our group  before March, 2013 but the participants kept stressing 

how things were changing. They said change was necessary based 

on recent surveys of congregants and congregations. 

 The buzzword is “URJ Communities” composed of be-

tween 12 and 41 congregations of similar size with geographical 

proximity. The goal is to foster greater face to face contacts be-

tween local congregations. The fear was the URJ hierarchy was 

too distant for effective communication. For the most part Moses 

Montefiore congregation will be paired with small congregations 

in central Illinois and surrounding areas. There could be some 

overlap with temples in St. Louis. 

 The more things change the more they stay the same. 

Questions from the audience revealed that the staff of you RJ 

would not change in size; just in the way it’s structured. I recently 

sent an email to everyone on the board and all committee chairs 

with regard to the URJ request that people be nominated for these 

new communities. Please let me know if you’re interested. I would 

think that those who attended the you RJ biennials would be par-

ticularly  qualified. 

 And speaking of being interested, I was recently asked by 

someone who chaired a food fair subcommittee the last few years 

when the annual event will be this year. My response was I don’t 

know and I don’t feel like I’m in the position to suggest that. No 

one has stepped forward yet to be food fair chair. Unless that hap-

pens within the next 60 days I will be forced to tell you that after 

50 years Moses Montefiore temple will no longer have a food fair. 

 Over the past six months the level of involvement in our 

congregation has been unprecedented. The Purim spiel and Rick 

Reckt Shabbat service are just two recent examples. Maybe the  

congregation is going through a transition where different kinds of   

activities are more important to congregants. Times change and 

congregations do likewise. Still, if anyone is interested in chairing 

food fair please let me know. Thanks to all for your hard work and    

dedication.  alan  

President’s Message 
by Alan Novick 

In Hebrew “Toda Raba” means “Thank 

you very much”. I would like to say a big Toda   

Raba to the entire cast of the Purim Shpiel: Hannah 

Kate Loy, Hannah Liechty, Victoria Pike, Jeff 

Loeb, Åingeal Stone, Charles Vogel, Jon Davison, 

Harry Jacobs, James Owen, Brooke Davison, Nao-

mi Wilansky, Daniel Liechty, Rachel Marx, Olivia 

Davison, Rachel Davison, Jack Dougherty and Jane 

Nygood Plum. You all did such a wonderful job 

and I am so proud to of all your hard work. Here’s 

to a successful performance and a new MMT tradi-

tion. I know some of you already have ideas for 

next year! GREAT!! Keep them coming. If you 

enjoyed the Shpiel and would like to be involved 

next year let me know. The more the merrier! 

I would also like to say Toda Raba to all of 

the singers and musicians who helped make the 

Rick Recht Service such a success! I am so glad all 

of you were able to attend and really see why I 

think Rick is so very special. As Rick was leaving 

he mentioned to me how much he enjoyed being 

here and that we “really have something special” 

here at MMT. It was so much fun to work with our 

Jewish friends from Peoria. I look forward to many 

more such combined events in the future. If you 

would like to become more involved in the music 

here at MMT please join us for a Choir Open Call 

on Saturday April 20, 2013 at 1PM. If you have 

been in the choir before or would like to see what it 

is like, you are invited to join in this fun event. We 

will do some singing and even have an Adon Olam 

contest (You will just have to come and find out 

what that is!). Bring your music friends and come 

spend some time singing. If you have any questions 

about this event please give me a call. 

 Lastly but not least, as some of you may 

know I had a very severe case of Influenza B the 

first part of March. I wish to say a huge Toda Raba 

to our wonderful MMT family members who were 

so kind to me while I was ill. If it had not been for 

all of you bringing me everything from “Jewish 

Penicillin” to copious amounts of herbal tea, to yes, 

even TP, I don’t know what I would have done. I 

can’t tell you how very touched I am by your out-

pouring of support and concern. I hope none of you 

ever forget how very special you are and how spe-

cial our MMT family really is. What else can I say 

but, Toda Raba!!!! 

Notes from Hilary 
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Friday, April 12, 2013 at 6:15  Special Service in Honor of Israel’s 65th Anniversary  
 

Saturday - Sunday, April 13 and 14, Noa Baum, Israeli Storyteller, Artist in Residence,  
 Saturday evening 7:00        Sunday morning 10:00               Sunday afternoon   4:00 
 

Sunday, April 28th , noon.  Informational meeting about a potential congregational trip 
       to Israel in 2014.   Babysitting available by advance request. 
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DEADLINE EXTENDED UNTIL APRIL 9th. 
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APRIL CALENDAR 
 

 
 

Monday, April 1 12:00 pm Rethinking Synagogues Book Club with Bruce & Linda Unterman 

 

Tuesday, April 2 7:00 pm Rethinking Synagogues Book Club with Steve Bernstein & Alan Novick 

 

Wednesday, April 3 7:00 pm Intro to Judaism Class  (topic:  Holocaust) 

 

Friday, April 5  5:45  pm Shabbat Dinner 

   7:00 pm Shabbat Services 

 

Saturday, April 6 11:00 am Torah Study 

 

Sunday, April 7 11:30 am Jewish Camping Presentations by: 

          Jerry Kaye, OSRUI Director (Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute) 

          Rabbi Mark Covitz, GUCI Director  (Goldman Union Camp Institute) 

      2 new national camps (technology, sports) also will be briefly 

        described  

          Rick Kodner, Ben Frankel Director 

 

   4:30 pm Yom HaShoah/Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration 

 

Monday, April 8 7:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting 

 
Wednesday, April 10 7:00 pm Intro to Judaism Class  (topic:  American Jewish History) 

 

Friday, April 12 5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

   6:15 pm Shabbat Services 

 

Saturday, April 13 9:30 am Shabbat Services 

   11:00 am Torah Study 

   7:00 pm  Impossible to Translate; but I’ll Try with Storyteller Noa Baum 

      Stories about growing up and living in Israel 

 

Sunday, April 14 10:00 am Brunch 

   10:45 am The Sabbath Dress:  Tales from Jewish Tradition  

      with Storyteller Noa Baum 

   4:30 pm Israel:  A Land Twice Promised 

      With Storyteller Noa Baum 

      Light Dinner, donations accepted.  RSVP to the office 

 

Monday, April 15   Yom HaZikaron, Israeli Memorial Day 

 

Tuesday, April 16   Yom HaAtzmaut, Israeli Independence Day 

   7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

 

Wednesday, April 17 7:00 pm Intro to Judaism  (Israeli History) 
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APRIL CALENDAR, part 2 
 

 
 

Friday, April 19 5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

   6:15 pm Shabbat Services 

   7:30 pm Shabbat Dinner Club 

      Join us at a local restaurant for a delicious Shabbat Dinner  
 

Saturday, April 20 11:00 am Torah Study 

   1:00 pm Temple Choir Open Call 
 

Sunday, April 21 10 –12  TempleThon Winter Garden Cleamup 

      Bring tools.  Bring wheelbarrows.  Bring yourself! 
 

Monday, April 22   Bulletin Deadline 
 

Wednesday, April 24 7:00  pm Intro to Judaism Class  (Topic:  Birth, B’nai Mitzvah, Confirmation, 

      Consecration,  Marriage) 
 

Friday, April 26  5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

   6:15 pm Shabbat Services 
 

Saturday, April 27 9:30 am Shabbat Services 

   11:00 am Torah Study 
 

Sunday, April 28   Lag Ba’Omer 

   12:00 pm MMT Israel Trip Meeting sponsored by Social Committee 

      To provide information and assess possible interest in a 2014 

       Congregational trip 

      Babysitting available only by prior reservation  

 

Wednesday, May 1,  7:00 pm Intro to Judaism Class  (Topic:  Divorce, Death, Life After Death) 

 

Friday, May 3  5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

   7:00  Shabbat Dinner 

 

Saturday, May 4 9:30 am Shabbat Services 

     Celebrating Hannah Kate Loy’s becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

     No Torah Study 

 

Sunday, May 5   Final Day of Religious School for the Semester 

 

Wednesday May 8 7:00 pm Liturgy Overview 

     Yom Yerushalayim 

 

Thursday, May 9 7:00 pm MMT Transition Committee Meeting 

 

Friday, May 10 5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 

   6:15 pm Shabbat Services 

 

Saturday, May 11 9:30 am Shabbat Services 

   11:00 am Torah Study 
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April’s 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES  

for 

Life-Long Jewish Learning! 
 

We are never too old, or too busy, or too wise to continue learning! 
 
 
 

 

Saturday mornings, 11-12:15  
Torah Study  

 
 

Wednesday evenings, 7-9 pm  
Introduction to Judaism 

Topics:  Jewish History, Life Cycle 

 
  

Various Days and Times 
 Synagogue 3000 Book Clubs 

Join us for a once a month book club discussion on Rethinking Synagogues A New Vocabulary for Syna-

gogue Life by Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman, PhD.   Our Book Clubs are well underway.  We have groups on 

Sundays at 10:15 (facilitators:  Jon Davison and Sammy Marks), Monday at noon (facilitators:  Linda and 

Bruce Unterman) and Tuesday at 7 pm (Facilitators Alan Novick and Steve Bernstein).  Beginning in June, 

we are starting a 4th book club, meeting  throughout the summer.  Times to be announced.   If you haven’t yet 

signed up, call in to the office and let us know which group you’d like to join.  You can order the book direct-

ly from Amazon.com and other on-line websites, including Jewish Light Publishing. We have also ordered a 

number of used books that are described as being in very good condition. The cost for those books is $11 and 

they are available in the office. For more information, please contact Alan Novick or Rabbi Lynn. 
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Sisterhood 
 

Announcing our first ever, summer book club!  We are 

reading four books, one each in May, June, July and 

August.  The books have all been selected by our new 

member, Aingeal Stone, a professional librarian from 

Canada.  We will meet monthly to discuss each book.  

Check next month’s bulletin or contact Aingeal for 

book titles and discussion dates.   

Library News 
 

The Library is looking for some volunteer help with the PJ li-

brary program. 

 

MMT has been particpating in the PJ Library program  for slight-

ly over a year now.  The program mails books once a month to 

children ages 6 months through 7 years.  It’s sponsored jointly by 

our MMT Martin S Lenschner Fund and the national Harold 

Grinspoon Foundation.  Parents and children eagerly look for-

ward to getting their books each month that are mailed to their 

homes. 

 

We’d like to make the PJ experience even more meaningful and 

help create a deeper sense of community by getting all these 

young families together with their kids for story times at Temple, 

but we need some help in getting it done.   

 

The storytimes would probably include a snack and maybe a craft 

activity. Would you be able to spare a bit of time to help organize 

this fun activity for our young families?  They’re our future! 

 

Please contact Linda Unterman at linda.unterman@gmail.com or 

664-2067 or call the office 662-3182. 

 

Thanks for you help.   

 

Social Committee 

 
The Social Committee is very busy planning special 

social events for our MMT family.  This month, we 

have three events.  Join us at all three! 

 

Brunch with storyteller NOA BAUM:  Sunday, April 

14th at 10:00.  We are celebrating Israel’s 65th Birth-

day with a great Artist in Residence program.  Join us 

for this unique event on the 13th and 14th of April.  The 

Social Committee is hosting a brunch before Noa’s 

presentation on Sunday morning. April 14.  Brunch is 

$5.00.  Please RSVP by the 12th.   

 

Shabbat Dinner at EPHESUS Turkish Restaurant, 1406 

East Empire.  Dinner will be immediately after services on 

April 19.  RSVPs are appreciated by Friday at noon.  You can 

order whatever you want.  We are being given the lunch spe-

cial as an option as well.  The lunch special includes an appe-

tizer, main course, and rice pudding for dessert for $10.95.  

The food is fantastic!  The company is even better! 

 

Congregational Israel Trip in 2014:  Join us for a special 

meeting on April 28th  at noon.  We are exploring the possi-

bility of a congregational trip of 10-12 days in the spring or 

early summer of 2014.  The trip would be led by Rabbi Lynn.  

We hope to explore Tel Aviv, Jaffa, Rosh HaNikra, the Go-

lan Heights, the Hula Valley, Massada, Jerusalem, and more.    

This meeting is being sponsored to explore the possibility 

and see what kind of interest level exists.  If you are poten-

tially interested in the trip, but can’t attend the Sunday meet-

ing, please let Laurie Bergner or the MMT office know. 

  

Final Day of Religious School:  

May 5th! 

 
Special thanks to Gigi and all our teachers and aides! 

Special thanks to our parents for entrusting your kids 

to us, and to our students for being so terrific. 

Save the Date:  May 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Erev Shavuot Services 

Save the Date:   

May 19, in the afternoon 
 

There will be a special community walk from the Is-

lamic Center to MMT with a light dinner at MMT.   

Jack Dougherty is chairing the dinner and would love 

your help!  Call the office if you can help him.   

 

The purpose of the walk is to raise both awareness and 

money for the Friends Forever project which is bring-

ing 5 Arab and 5 Israeli teens to Bloomington in mid-

August.  The students have been specially selected and 

will be participating with many different segments of 

our community, including MMT.  They are hear to 

learn about each other, become friends, and become 

proponents of peace between the two cultures. 

mailto:linda.unterman@gmail.com
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PARTICIPATE 
in a Reform Movement  

Discussion Group! 
 

The Union for Reform Judaism hosts a serious of on-line 

national discussion forums.  You can participate in these 

groups and learn what is happening around the country, and 

share what is happening  at MMT.  You can share ideas, get 

advice, give advice, or just listen.  To join a discussion 

group, go to http://urj.org/connect/egroups . 
 

Hanashir:   Discussion among Jewish songleaders 
 

Iworship:   Discussion of worship issues 
 

NATE:   Discussion about Reform Jewish education  
 

Small Talk:   Discussion about congregations of less than 

  250 families. 
 

Social Action: Discussion about...you guessed it...social 

  action issues 
 

Talk Membership:  Discussion about reaching and welcome

  ing the unaffiliated into the congregation 
 

Talking Outreach:  Discussions about welcoming people of

   all varieties 
 

 If you participate in a Discussion Group, please pass on 

interesting or important ideas to your MMT family! 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

December 11-15, 2013  
 

 Join the MMT Delegation with Rabbi Lynn and other 

members of our community 

 Biennial is where Reform Jews gather to learn, pray, 

share ideas, dance and sing, hear from inspiring guest 

speakers, reunite with old friends, make new connec-

tions, and make decisions about the policies of the Re-

form Movement. 

 The Biennial and the Women of Reform Judaism As-

sembly will take place at the San Diego Convention 

Center 

 Discounted Biennial Room Blocks will be Available at: 

Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina and Manchester 

Grand Hyatt San Diego 

 Early Bird Registration will open early Summer 2013 

 This Biennial will also celebrate the Women of Reform 

Judaism’s Centennial Anniversary 

 Go to http://urj.org/biennial13/ for more information or 

speak with Rabbi Lynn.   

IN HONOR OF ISRAEL  

ON HER 65th BIRTHDAY 
 

“In Israel, in order to be a realist you must believe in miracles.”                                                   
                   David Ben-Gurion, 1956 

  

“The Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at 

last as free men on our own soil, and in our own homes peaceful-

ly die. The world will be liberated by our freedom, enriched by 

our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever we attempt 

there for our own benefit will redound mightily and beneficially 

to the good of all mankind.”                                                      
                         Theodor Herzl, father of modern Zionism 

  

We, the soldiers who have returned from battle stained with 

blood, we who have seen our relatives and friends killed before 

our eyes, we who have attended their funerals and cannot look 

into the eyes of their parents, we who have come from a land 

where parents bury their children, we who have fought against 

you, the Palestinians We say to you today in a loud and clear 

voice: Enough of blood and tears. Enough.”       Yitzchak Rabin, 1993                                 
  

“If you want to make peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You 

talk to your enemies.”                             Moshe Dayan, 1973 
  

 “Jewish religious tradition is not an archaic object of our history, 

but an active pulsating power which exists today and will contin-

ue for all eternity.”                                                    Ze’ev Jabotinsky                                                              
  

"Israel has created a new image of the Jew in the world - the image 

of a working and an intellectual people, of a people that can fight 

with heroism.”                                                          David Ben-Gurion 
                                                                                           

Israel was not created in order to disappear - Israel will endure 

and flourish. It is the child of hope and the home of the brave. It 

can neither be broken by adversity nor demoralized by success. It 

carries the shield of democracy and it honors the sword of free-

dom.                                                                     John F. Kennedy 
  

I had faith in Israel before it was established, I have in it now. I 

believe it has a glorious future before it - not just another sover-

eign nation, but as an embodiment of the great ideals of our civi-

lization.                                                                     Harry S. Truman 
   

Our forces saved the remnants of the Jewish people of Europe for 

a new life and a new hope in the reborn land of Israel. Along with 

all men of good will, I salute the young state and wish it well.                                                                                           
         Dwight D. Eisenhower 

  

No country in the history of the world has ever contributed more 

to humankind and accomplished more for its people in so brief a 

period of time as Israel has done since its relatively recent rebirth 

in 1948.                                                                      Alan Dershowitz 
  

Soldiers of Israel, we have no aims of conquest. Our purpose is to 

bring to naught the attempts of the Arab armies to conquer our 

land.                                                                              Moshe Dayan                                                                                                                                          
  

The people of Israel are entitled, as is any other nation, to live in 

peace and safety.                                           Jonathan Sacks 
  

In Israel, a land lacking in natural resources, we learned to appre-

ciate our greatest national advantage: our minds. Through creativ-

ity and innovation, we transformed barren deserts into flourishing 

fields and pioneered new frontiers in science and technology. 
                                                                          Shimon Peres 
  

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Articles/Article.aspx/11816
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/alan_dershowitz.html
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM SECOND SEMESTER 
 

 

January 6, 2013   10 – 2 ADL Brunch 

 

January 13   12-2  Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple   

 

February 16  7:30   Attend talk at Temple by Chaim Shachem, Israeli Consul General 

     Topic:  The Middle East Current Situation 

 

February 17  3-5 Class with Rabbi Lynn at Temple 

 

February 23  5:30   Attend Purim dinner,  Megillah Reading and Purim Shpiel at Temple 

 

March 1  7:15 Attend Shabbat Alive Service with Jewish Rock Superstar, Rick Recht 

 

March  8  7:30 Shabbat Dinner and program with Rabbi Lynn at Temple 

 

March 30  6:00  Chocolate Seder and Dinner with Rabbi Lynn and Hilary at Rabbi’s home 

   5:00  Confirmands 

 

April 7   4:30    Community Yom HaShoah Program.  High School students participate 

 

April 13   7:00   Havdallah program with Noa Baum:  Growing Up in Jerusalem 

 

April 14  10:00 Brunch with Noa Baum:  A Taste of the Garden of Eden   

   4:00 Program with Noa Baum:  Israel:  A Land Twice Promised 

     NOTE:  High School Students to attend at least two of the Noa Baum 

      programs, including  “Israel-A Land Twice Promised” 

 

April 21  11:30-1:30 Class with Rabbi, lunch included, at Temple  

   1:30-2:30   Confirmands 

 

May 11  5-8 Confirmation Rehearsal, dinner included 

 

May 14  5:30 Dinner 

   6:30 Confirmation and Shavu’ot Services followed by Oneg 

 

NOTE:  Whenever there is a meal scheduled, please RSVP to 662-3182 and let us know whether you will be 

eating or not so we can order the proper amount of food for all.   
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Dear Friend, 

 

My name is Michelle Pryor.  I am a 

6th grade student.  We are studying 

the Holocaust.  Our class watched 

Paper Clips, a documentary about 

students studying the Holocaust.  

We want to start a project to help 

us learn.  We are collecting pennies 

to represent each child lost in the 

Holocaust.  We are going to re-

search and attach a name to each 

symbolic penny.  We are asking for 

a penny and a name or story for a 

tribute.  If we get pennies with no 

names we will research and give it 

a name. 

 

Thank you for your help and sup-

port. 

 

Sincerely, Michelle Pryor 

A Request for Help Learning  

about the Holocaust  
Dear Friend, 

 

 My name is Mary Beth Goff and I am a 6th grade teacher in Car-

io, Illinois.  My class recently watched a documentary about the paper 

clip project in Whitwell, Tennessee.  A group of eighth grade students 

collected paper clips to represent the victims of the Holocaust.  Follow 

the documentary my student’s first response was to want to study more 

about this period in history and to do a similar project. 

 Let me put this in context.  Cairo is a small town in Southern 

Illinois.  It has a history of decline and conflict related to racial tensions.  

The school has a 98% African American student population with a free 

lunch rate of 100%.  I have always tried to bring in topics related to hu-

man rights and social justice to broaden their world view, however like 

most children of today they are very focused on themselves.  They do 

not look outside at the plight of others, nor have they every felt empow-

ered to change the world.  For whatever reason I have students who are 

interested, concerned and motivated to undertake a project of under-

standing, honor and prevention. 

 After thoughtful discussion and goal setting the class has devel-

oped a plan.  It is a plan we need help with.  Our class has decided to 

focus on the children of the Holocaust.  We are hoping to go beyond 

numbers and this is our plan.  We are asking for a penny.  Just one.  (Of 

course we will accept multiple pennies).  For each penny we collect we 

would like a name of a child who was killed in the concentration camps.  

If you, or anyone you know has a story to share along with a name we 

are interested in compiling a mini-memorial to honor victims.  I realize 

this is a lot to ask but it would mean a great deal to my class.  I amtrying 

to teach them that this great tragedy needs to be a lesson to stop hatred 

and that there is a fine line between uttering the word hate and acting on 

it. 

 Our goal is to honor each victim by name with a penny.  Our 

goal is to reach 15,000 pennies.  If you do not have a name to accompa-

ny the penny we will research and name it for you.  We are interested in 

any stories you have to tell and will read each with honor and as a gift.  

Thank you for your help.  Please feel free to contact me for more infor-

mation  mbgoff2@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page:  Pennies as 

Promise.   

 

Sincerely,   

Mary Beth Goff, 6th grade teacher, 3101 Elm, Cairo Il  6214 

 

Please pass this letter along to family, friends, members of your congre-

gation or organization and anyone else who might be interested. 
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Happy  
April 
Birthday! 
 

 

Special Birthdays: 

 

Blake Macke is 16 on April 1 

Joseph Bain is 21 on April 11 

 

April Birthdays: 

 
Ellen Lorber  April 1 

Alvin Goldfarb April 1 

Jonathan Vogel April 1 

Susan Callahan April 2 

Karen Fellheimer April 2 

Elaine Goldfarb April 3 

June Bain  April 5 

David Rardin  April 8 

Diane Bjorklund April 11 

Carolyn Hoyt  April 11 

Elaine Cousins April 15 

Sarah McCoskey April 16 

Hannah Herzog April 17 

Ron Barlin  April 19 

Joe Reuter  April 22 

David Berk  April 23 

Isabel Cutting  April 26 

Fran Brandau  April 28 

 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Alvin & Elaine Goldfarb,  

  April 2, 2013 

 
 

 

Our Moses Montefiore Temple Family 

Halley Kirshenbaum 

Herm Brandau 

Sam Shattan 

Jobi Tick 
 

Refuah Sh'lemah 
Our wishes for better health  

 

Yahrzeits 
 

We remember those who 

brought light to our lives.  

Their memories are a blessing.  
 

 

April 5, 2013 

Ann Michelle Rubin 

Isadore Yuselevsky 

Lynne Kaplan 

Harry Parton 

Michelle Rubin 

Etta Blinderman 

Jordan Galkin 

Emanuel Goldberger 

Rudolph Brandau 

Lois Livingston Bloch 

 

April 12, 2013 

Ralph Kaufman 

Kay Batz 

Beryl Bearman Gordon 

Harry Richard Hoyt 

Margo Springer 

Frances Gorsline Mackes 

Howard P. Nygood 

 

April 19, 2013 

Frances Wolff 

Stella Birnberg 

Sophie Weinberg Gordon 

Rose A. Stern 

Beverely Dobrin Tepper 

 

April 26, 2013 

Morton Deitch 

Harvey Martin 

Mayer Alter 

Edith S. Udwin 

Jean G. Tick 

Beatrice Kurlansik 

Ben Bernard Deitch 

Lee Lasard Meis 

Lilyan Mell Sternberg 

Dr. J. Lewish Bailen 

Arnold Slan 

 

May 3, 2013  

Elizabeth Ann Ehrlich 

Nathan Lorber 

Shirley K. Wuethrick  

Raymond Novick 

Robert K. Ritt 

 

HELP US PLEASE 
If  you know someone who is ill or 

homebound and in need of a visit or 

a phone call from our Rabbi, please 

be sure to call Hilary in the office, 

or speak directly with Rabbi Lynn to 

make sure we are aware of the situa-

tion  

THANK YOU 

STARCREST 

CLEANERS- 
for your help with MMT’s 

dry-cleaning! 
 

1712 E College Avenue 

Normal, IL      888-9991 

 

“STARCREST CLEANERS is a family 

owned and operated business that is 

equipped with the most advanced cleaning 

equipment in the industry. Starcrest puts an 

emphasis on Customer Service, and works 

hard to provide customers with a quality 

product and service.  

YAHRZEIT NOTES 
 

If you are unable to attend services on 

the night of your family Yahrzeit and 

would like to have the name of your 

loved one read the previous or follow-

ing week, please notify the office. 

 

If your yahrzeit is missing from our list, 

please notify the office so we can make 

the needed correction! 



Moses Montefiore Temple Bulletin Page 14 

Bruce Unterman  

To Represent the US  

in Maccabiah Games in Israel 
 

 

Hi – I have exciting news! I have made the over-65 Maccabiah Games tennis team. I am one of 8 

individuals representing the United States in my age group, and we will play tennis in Israel this summer 

in the 2013 Maccabiah Games. I have competed in USTA tennis for some years. Our teams have 

played in state, sectional, and national tournaments. Now, I get to play in an international tournament in 

Israel. 

 

For those of you that don’t know what the Maccabiah Games are… they are an international, “Olympic- 

style” competition held in Israel every 4 years, and they are a celebration of Jewish unity, culture, and 

heritage through athletic competition. There will be 7000 athletes from over 60 countries participating in 

many different sports, including tennis. It is the third largest international sporting event in the world! 

 

The games are a unique event. Not only is there a competition among “Grand Masters” such as myself, 

but there are many events and tours of Israel held alongside the games to help young athletes connect 

with their Jewish roots. 

 

One of the obligations of Grand Masters tennis players is to raise funds to support young American 

Jewish athletes who are competing in the Games. I hope you will join me in my fundraising efforts for the 

19th World Maccabiah Games in 2013 – any contribution helps! These funds will go into a need-based 

scholarship fund to help finance the trips of young American Jewish athletes who otherwise might not be 

able to participate. Your support will ensure that these talented athletes will be able to compete in the 

Games. Please consider donating for this worthy cause -- you can make a difference! 

 

Please help me support these young athletes – to give them a chance to compete and to experience 

Israel. Your donation will be tax deductible, and will go towards my goal of raising $8,000 to support 

these individuals. 

 

There are several ways to donate: 

1) Go online to http://goo.gl/P6Grv and make a donation on my personal fundraising page 

2) Write a check to Maccabi USA. Please include my name on the memo line, and mail the check to: 
 

Maccabi USA 

1926 Arch Street, 4R 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 

The Games will be held in July of this year. I will be proud to wear a Team USA uniform at the Opening 

and Closing ceremonies. I look forward to the opportunity to represent the United States, connect with 

my fellow competitors, get to see Israel again (it has been over 20 years since I’ve been there), and 

support the younger athletes so that they can also compete. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Bruce 


